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June 16, 2017 
 
Dear Family Café Attendees: 
 

Welcome to the 19th Annual Family Café and Summit on Disabilities. We are 
committed to providing every family the opportunity to live the American dream. 
That’s why we are committed to making life changing investments that will create more 
opportunities for all Floridians to get a great education and choose the course of 
learning that best meets their needs.  

 
The Fighting for Florida’s Future budget proposes $3.3 million in new funding 

for the Agency for Persons with Disabilities to provide employment services to more 
than 2,500 individuals with developmental disabilities who are ready to work. The 
Fighting for Florida’s future budget also proposes more than $7.4 million to place 
approximately 680 additional Floridians in to the waiver program. This is the fourth 
consecutive year that we are providing funding to enroll all individuals with critical 
needs to help them live, learn and work in their communities.   

 
We want all Floridians to have the opportunity to get a great job, including those 

with unique disabilities. We will continue to do all we can to ensure the Agency for 
Persons with Disabilities has the resources to help them offer their important services. 
Thank you for helping Floridians with disabilities grow and prosper in their own 
communities. I wish you a successful and informative conference.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Rick Scott  
Governor 
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Dear Family Café Attendees,

The Annual Family Café is a three-day statewide event that has been meeting the need for information and networking among people 
with disabilities and/or special health care needs and their families here in Florida since 1998. The Family Café Planning Committee, 
which is comprised of self-advocates, family members, fellow non-pro�ts and state agency partners, plays a central role in planning The 
Annual Family Café. It is our mission to provide you and your family with an opportunity for Collaboration, Advocacy, Friendship and 
Empowerment in a family-centered environment!

We have done our best to put together an exciting, engaging event in this our 19th year, and we think you will be impressed with 
the wide array of information and activities we’ve assembled. Our agenda of breakout sessions has grown, and now includes some 
200 sessions. Many of them are organized into “tracks” by subject area. They include Military Families, Smart Money, Mental Health, 
Employment, Disaster Preparedness, Advocacy, Youth, Recreation, and Birth to Age Five. The tracked sessions are indicated by special 
graphics in the program. No matter what type of disability you experience, what stage of life you’re in, or what disability topic interests 
you, you are sure to �nd sessions that speak to your needs.

We also have a series of keynotes that address essential topics in the disability community. On Friday, we will kick things o� with former 
Florida Governor and U.S. Senator Bob Graham and attorney and government relations expert Chris Hand discussing their book, 
America, the Owner’s Manual: You Can Fight City Hall – and Win. Their insight into how to get your voice heard will de�nitely be worth 
hearing for every disability advocate. Next up will be mental health self-advocate Erin Callinan, author of Beautifully Bipolar. She will 
share her story of hope and recovery on Saturday morning. On Sunday, the �nal keynote will feature self-advocate Jennifer Adams from 
SHIFT: Motivation Beyond Limitations. She will share a powerful message to help you in your journey towards discovering your identity 
in the context of self-advocacy.

In addition to our series of keynotes, The Annual Family Café will once again include The Annual Governor’s Summit on Disabilities. 
The Family Café has always encouraged Floridians with disabilities and their families to develop relationships with their elected 
representatives and get involved in the policy making process. The Governor’s Summit on Disabilities creates a space to make that 
happen, with Governor Scott, legislators and state agency representatives sharing their vision for Floridians with disabilities, and hearing 
directly from attendees about their needs and concerns. We hope you take advantage of this opportunity!

When you’re not in a session, enjoying a keynote, or taking part in the Governor’s Summit, please take some time to visit our Exhibit Hall, 
which includes dozens of booths, including a host of self-advocate owned and operated Micro-Enterprises.  We also encourage you to 
enjoy the adaptive recreation activities provided by our friends at the Florida Disabled Outdoors Association, visit the FAAST Assistive 
Technology Room, and watch the great self-advocate performances throughout the weekend. 

There’s a lot going on this weekend, too much to mention here. We sincerely hope that your participation in The 19th Annual Family Café 
leaves you feeling informed, educated and empowered. As always, please let us know if there is anything we can do to serve you better! 

        Yours,
        The Family Café Planning Committee

FAMILY 
C.A.F.E.

THE 19TH ANNUAL

C.A.F.E.C.A.F.E.C.A.F.E.C.A.F.E.
Welcome to Orlando!
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June 16, 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Annual Family Café Attendee: 

 
Welcome to the 19th Annual Family Café and Governor’s Summit on Disabilities. 

On behalf of the Florida Agency for Persons with Disabilities, I want to encourage 

you to make the most of this conference with the wonderful educational and 

networking opportunities provided here.  

 
Florida’s Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) is committed to helping people 

with developmental disabilities live, learn, and work in their communities. The 

agency serves more than 55,000 people with spina bifida, autism, intellectual 

disabilities, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, Phelan-McDermid syndrome, and 

Prader-Willi syndrome. 

 
The Family Café offers people with disabilities and their families a welcoming 

environment to educate themselves about organizations and resources that are 

available in Florida. Families and organizations must work together to find solutions 

to meet the diversity of needs that each individual faces. APD has an online 

Resource Directory at APDcares.org which may offer community solutions when 

government resources are not available. We welcome you to come by the APD 

booth while attending the conference for additional information. 

 
Throughout this conference, you will have the chance to share your challenges, 

experiences, and solutions. There will be presenters, providers, exhibitors, and 

other family members that will have valuable information to benefit you, so take 

advantage of the educational and caring atmosphere at this wonderful conference. 

Again, I hope you enjoy your time here!  

 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Palmer 

Director  

 

The 19th Annual Family CAFÉ
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careersourceflorida.com  

 
 

 
 
June 16, 2017  

Dear Family Café Attendees, 
 
Welcome to the 19th Annual Family Café. The CareerSource Florida network is proud of 

its partnership and continuing participation in this important event, which helps to advance 

our mission to connect employers with qualified, skilled talent and Floridians with 

employment and career development opportunities to achieve economic prosperity. 

 
Led by state and local business leaders, the CareerSource Florida network consists of a 

statewide workforce policy and investment board, the Florida Department of Economic 

Opportunity, 24 local workforce development boards and 100 career centers where job 

seekers and employers can go for recruiting, employment and training assistance. Our 

workforce professionals include team members who specialize in assisting Floridians with 

disabilities in their job search, and the employers seeking to hire them.  

 
A diverse and inclusive workforce is essential to our state’s increasing competitiveness. 

We all benefit when Floridians who want a job can get one and become more self-

sufficient.  If you are looking for employment or if you are an employer seeking to hire, we 

hope you will take advantage of the expertise and resources available at this conference 

or contact the CareerSource Florida center in your community for help with your 

employment and training needs. 
 
Congratulations on this year’s conference and best wishes for continued success! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Michelle Dennard President and CEO  

 

The 19th Annual Family CAFÉ       3

Michelle DennardPresident and CEO
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ALEISA C. McKINLAY 

Director, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 

2nd Floor • 4070 Esplanade Way • Tallahassee, FL 32399-7016 

Toll Free: 1-800-451-4327 • 850-245-3399 • FAX: 850-245-3392 • www.rehabworks.org 

TTY users dial 711 • VP users connect via VRS 

 

 

 

<Start Text Here> 
 

June 16, 2017 
 
 
Dear Family Café Participants, 

 
The Florida Department of Education Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) 

welcomes you to the 19th Annual Family Café! VR is always proud to be part of this 

exceptional conference where people with disabilities, their families and friends can 

come together to learn about the resources that are available to them.  

 
As the VR Director, my staff and I look forward to meeting you at this year’s conference 

and sharing information about our programs and services that can help you define and 

meet your employment goals. In state fiscal year 2015-16, 5,194 Floridians with 

significant disabilities found or kept a job through the work done by VR staff and our 

community partners. People with disabilities want to work, and we want to give them the 

tools they need to achieve that goal. I hope you will attend our presentations and learn 

more about: VR’s transition youth services for students ages 15-21 years old; supported 

employment services for individuals who need extra support on the job; and our new job 

retention services for eligible individuals who require services or equipment to keep their 

job. I will also be on hand to talk to you directly and answer any questions you may 

have. 
 
The conference is always an exciting time for networking, information sharing, and just 

having fun! I hope you enjoy it! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Aleisa C. McKinlay, JD, MA 

Director      
 

State Board of Education 

 
Marva Johnson, Chair 

Andy Tuck, Vice Chair 

Members 
Gary Chartrand  

Tom Grady 
Rebecca Fishman Lipsey 

Michael Olenick 

Pam Stewart 
Commissioner of Education 

The 19th Annual Family CAFÉ

Director, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation

• 4070 Esplanade Way • Tallahassee, FL 32399-7016
3392 • www.rehabworks.org

TTY users dial 711 • VP users connect via VRS

Mission: To protect, promote & improve the health 
of all people in Florida through integrated 
state, county & community efforts. 

 
Rick Scott Governor 

 
Celeste Philip, MD, MPH 

Surgeon General and Secretary 

Vision: To be the Healthiest State in the Nation 

 

 

 

Florida Department of Health 
Office of the State Surgeon General 

4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A-00 • Tallahassee, FL 32399-1701 

PHONE: 850/245-4210 • FAX: 850/922-9453 
FloridaHealth.gov 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
       March 23, 2017 

 
 
 
Dear Family Café Participant: 
 
Welcome to the 19th Annual Family Café! As Florida’s Surgeon General, I am honored to be a part of 

such a meaningful event that provides so many resources for Floridians with special abilities and their 

families. Family Café is a great opportunity to learn about the products, services and organizations that 

help all people achieve their greatest potential, regardless of ability.  

 
The Florida Department of Health is proud to participate in the Family Café, and we offer several 

programs that support Floridians with special needs—some of which are featured here. One of our top 

priorities at the Florida Department of Health is to ensure that all Floridians have an equitable chance at 

living their healthiest life, and I hope you have a chance to learn about some of our programs. 

 
As this conference grows every year, you will have the opportunity to reconnect with old friends and 

make some new ones. Enjoy your time here while learning about all the resources and programs 

available to you and your families! 
 
       Sincerely, 

 
 
 
       Celeste Philip, MD, MPH 

       Surgeon General and Secretary 

 
 
 

Sincerely,

Celeste Philip, MD, 

Florida Department of Health
Office of the State4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A

PHONE: 850/245-4210 • FAX: FloridaHealth.gov

help all people achieve their greatest potential, regardless of 

The Florida Department of Health is proud to 

programs that support Floridians with special needs

priorities at the Florida Department of Health i

living their healthiest life, and I hope you have a chance to learn about some of our programs.

As this conference grows every year, you will 

make some new onesavailable to you and your families!

Florida Department of Health
Office of the State4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A

Florida Department of Health
Office of the State
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State of Florida Department of Children and Families 

 
 
Rick Scott Governor  

Mike Carroll Interim Secretary  

Dear Family Café attendees, Welcome to the 19th Annual Family Café!  
At the Department of Children and Families, we know that it takes more than a single 

government organization to ensure every family, regardless of their needs, has the 

opportunity to thrive. When we come together, we are stronger and can provide even greater, 

coordinated support for Florida’s families.  
We have many partners that share our mission, and this commitment makes a positive 

impact on those with disabilities every day. Whether a family is connected to helpful 

resources, finds support from other families in similar situations, or learns about how to gain 

access to those who can help, each organization represented here can help make a 

difference in the lives of those we all serve.  
We are proud to again partner with the Family Café and I hope the information you learn and 

relationships you build here benefit your families and communities in the years ahead.  

Sincerely, 
 
Mike Carroll Secretary  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

317 Winewood Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0700 

 
Mission: Protect the ulnerable, Promote Strong and Economically Self-Sufficient Families, and 

Advance Personal and Family Recovery and Resiliency 

We have many partners that share our mission, and this commitme

impact on those with disabilities every day. Whether a family i

resources, finds support from ot
access to those who can help, eac
difference in the lives of those we all serve.  

We are proud to again partner with the Family Café and I hope t

relationships you build here benefit your families and communit

Sincerely, 

Mike Carroll Secretary 

Sincerely, 

Mike Carroll Secretary 

Mike Carroll Secretary 
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April 17, 2017 

 

 
Dear Family Café Participants, 

 
The Florida Division of Emergency Management understands the importance of building 

strong relationships with the disabled community and is proud to be a part of the 19th 

Annual Family Café. This event supports those relationships and provides participating 

families the opportunity to learn valuable information regarding disaster preparedness. 

 
Every family should have an emergency plan in place should disaster strike, as even basic 

preparations can potentially save lives and property. Our staff at this year’s Family Café will 

be providing a great deal of useful facts, advice and planning recommendations regarding 

disaster preparedness. I encourage all those in attendance to take advantage of the 

opportunity and learn as much as possible by engaging with DEM’s representatives and 

asking any questions you may have.  

 
For even more valuable information regarding disaster preparedness, hazardous weather 

and emergency management, visit www.FloridaDisaster.org. In addition, information on the 

Florida Special Needs Registry can be found at https://snr.floridadisaster.org, including how 

to register. Please make sure you have registered yourself or any family members who 

might need assistance evacuating or sheltering during an emergency.  

 
I am sincerely looking forward to this year’s event. We at the Division are always seeking 

ways to better prepare and protect all our state’s residents. Through hard work, diligence 

and coordination with our government, private sector and nongovernmental organization 

partners, the Division will ensure Floridians can weather any storm. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Bryan W. Koon 

Director 
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Career Source
Disability Rights Florida
Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology (FAAST)
The Family Café Board of Directors
The Family Café Delegates
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity
Florida Department of Education
Florida Department of Education, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
Florida Department of Health
Florida Disabled Outdoors Association
Florida Youth Council 
MPower Consulting
U.S. Military
7-Dippity

THE FAMILY CAFÉ WISHES TO THANK THE FOLLOWING 
ORGANIZATIONS FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE FAMILY CAFÉ 
CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE

SPONSORS
ABLE United
CareerSource Florida, Inc. 
Disability Rights Florida
Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology (FAAST)
Florida Agency for Persons with Disabilities
Florida Department of Children and Families, Substance Abuse Mental Health Program
Florida Department of Education
Florida Department of Education/Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
Florida Department of Health 
Magellan Health
Publix Super Markets Charities 
Volunteer Florida

2017 SponsorsTHE 
19TH ANNUAL 

FAMILY 
CAFÉ
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ABLE United
2011 Delta Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32303
(850) 509-4019
abbyw@moorecommgroup.com
www.ableunited.com

Agency for Persons with 
Disabilities
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380
Tallahahassee, FL 32399
(850) 414-7551
melaine.etters@apdcares.org
www.apdcares.org

AmeriDisability Magazine
209 South Central Avenue
Oviedo, FL 32708
(407) 637-6368
sheila.mahan@yahoo.com
www.ameridisability.net

Ann’s Angels
4699 Costa Bravo Drive
Winter Haven, FL 32839
(407) 342-6635
annsangelswf@gmail.com
www.annsangelsawf.org

Beach and Trail Mobility 
4537 Prime Terrace
North Port, FL 34286 
(888) 976-2525
cjeter@trackedmobility.us
www.trackedmobility.us

Best Buy Education
7601 Penn Avenue South
Rich�eld, MN 55423
(612) 291-6190
karla.stencel@bestbuy.com
www.bestbuy.com/education

Bright Expectations 
4052 Bald Cypress Way Bin A13
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-4465
BE@�health.gov
www.brightexpectations.com

Bureau of Exceptional Education 
& Student Services
325 West Gaines Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-0916
aimee.kowalczyk@�doe.org

Buddy Bike LLC
2775 Sunny Isles Boulevard, 
Suite 118
Miami Beach, FL 33160
(786) 489-2453
shelley@buddybike.com
www.buddybike.com

Calmoseptine, Inc.
16602 Burke Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92647
(714) 840-3405
kim@calmoseptine.com
www.calmoseptine.com

CareerSource Florida
PO Box 13179
Tallahassee, FL 32317
(850) 889-0698
wdavis@careersource�orida.com
www.careersource�orida.com

Center for Autism and Related 
Disabilities (CARD) – UF
2046 NE Waldo Road, Suite 3200
Gainesville, FL 32609
(352) 846-3455
aba777@u�.edu
www.card.u�.edu

Children’s Medical Services 
Managed Care Plan 
4052 Bald Cypress Way BIN A-06
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-4200
cmsplan@�health.gov
www.cmsplan�orida.gov

Conductive Education Center of 
Orlando (CECO)
931 South Semoran Boulevard, 
Suite 220
Winter Park, FL 32792
(407) 671-4687
Kstewart@ceco.org
www.ceco.org

Custom Mobility
7199 Bryan Dairy Road
Largo, FL 33777
(727) 539-8119
pjo@custom-mobility.com
scm@ custom-mobility.com
www.custom-mobility.com

Delmarva Foundation
12906 Tampa Oaks Boulevard, 
Suite 130
Tampa, FL 33637
(813) 972-8102
tourlakis@dfmc.org
www.dfmc-�orida.org

Disability and Health Program 
4052 Bald Cypress Way Bin A18
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-4330
cdprevention@�health.gov
www.�oridahealth.gov

Disability Rights Florida 
2473 Care Drive, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
1-800-342-0823
www.disabilityrights�orida.org 
paular@disabilityrights�orida.org 

Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation
3555 Maguire Boulevard, Suite 205
Orlando, FL 32803
(407) 897-2725
nancy.pritchard@vr.�doe.org
www.RehabWorks.org

Esther’s School, Inc.
5750 Louisiana Avenue
New Port Richey, FL 34652
(855) 544-4700
Terry@Estherschool.net
www.estherschool.net

Evergreen Life Services 
– HEAVENDROPt 
9888 Lake Seminole Drive East
Largo, FL 33773
(727) 519-3058
nancy.giles@evergreenls.org
www.evergreenls.org
www.heavendropt.org

Family Care Council Florida
33 Knight Boxx Road
Orange Park, FL 32065
(904) 718-9296
msmithfccf@gmail.com
www.fcc�orida.org

FAAST (Florida Alliance of Assis-
tive Services and Technology)
3333 West Pensacola Street,
 Building 100, Suite 140
Tallahassee, FL 32304
(888) 788-9216
faast@faast.org
www.faast.org
 
Feel Good, Inc.
1460 Gemeni Boulevard # 8
Orlando, FL 32837
(407) 986-3351
rechelle@feelgoodinc.org
www.feelgoodinc.org

Federal Disability Advocates LLC
4300 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 305
Miami, FL 33137
(305) 717-7530
jsheskin@jltrial.com

Florida Department of 
Education – Independent 
Education and Parental Choice
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1044
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-9640
cathy.russell@�doe.org
www.�oridaschoolchoice.org

Florida Developmental 
Disabilities Council (FDDC)
124 Marriott Drive, Suite 203
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 414-9217
vandaj@fddc.org
www.fddc.org

Florida Autism Center
175 Middle Street, Suite 1201
Lake Mary, FL 32746
(917) 497-4446
jelston@�autism.com
www.�autism.com

Florida Disabled Outdoors 
Association
2475 Apalachee Parkway, 
Suite 205
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 201-2944
info@fdoa.org
www.fdoa.org

2017 Exhibitors
2011 Delta Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32303 Buddy Bike LLCBuddy Bike LLCBuddy Bike LLC

THE 
19TH ANNUAL 

FAMILY 
CAFÉ
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Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission
7325 NE 170th Avenue
Silver Springs, FL 34488
(352) 302-0075
joanne.peagler@cmyfwc.com
www.myfwc.om/hunting

Florida Diagnostic and Learning 
Resources System (FDLRS)
3841 Reid Street
Palatka, FL 32177
(386) 312-2265
paynes@nefec.org
http://www.fdlrs.org

Florida Military Family Special 
Needs Network
172 Northeast Twylite Terrace
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34983
(772) 342-7665
mvbark@hotmail.com

Florida Youth Conservation 
Centers Network
2574 Seagate Drive, Suite 100
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 410-0656 x7336
rae.waddell@myfwc.com
www.MyFWC.com/Fishing

Gabrielle Consulting/Handi-
capped SCUBA Association
PO Box 12861
Tallahassee, FL 32317
(850) 321-8222
gabrielle@gabrielleconsulting.com
www.gabrielleconsulting.com

Games for Special Needs
11625 Cluster Road, Suite 110-510
Frisco, TX 75035
(325) 370-3167
John@gamesforspecialneeds.com
www.gamesforspecialneeds.com

Gatorland
14501 South Orange Blossom Trail
Orlando, FL 32387
(407) 855-5496
juliebaross@gatorland.com
www.gatorland.com

Guardian Trust
901 Chestnut Street
Clearwater, FL 33756
(727) 210-1185
ashley@guardiantrust.org
www.guardiantrust.org

Hawaiian Moon
321 South Missouri Avenue
Clearwater, FL 33756
(727) 709-1484
hmaloeassist@gmail.com
www.aloecream.biz

HEAVENDROPt
2301 3rd Avenue South, Suite 1
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 519-3058
nancy.giles@evergreenls.org
heavendropt.org

Integrated Listening Systems
2851 South Parker Road, #800
Aurora, CO 80014
(303) 741-4544
brooke@integratedlistening.com
www.integratedlistening.com

Magellan Complete Care
6870 Shadowridge Drive
Orlando, FL 32812
(407) 720-2101
aminott@magellanhealth.com
www.magellencompletecare.com

MEDgomics, Inc.
22 Moonridge Court
Azusa, CA 91702
(628) 804-3645
lesley.estrada87@gmail.com
www.medgomics.com

Mobility + Access Inc.
1003 International Drive
Oakdale, PA 15071
(412) 996-6769
wfrank@mobilityaccess.com
www.mobilityaccess.com

Moms Move Mountains
2553 Linwood Drive
Sarasota, FL 34232
(941) 223-4262
smmagers@gmail.com
www.momsmovemountainsthebook.com

Nathaniel’s Hope
2300 Jetport Drive
Orlando, FL 32809
(407) 857-8224
shannonl@nathanielshope.org
www.nathanielshope.org

New Horizons Service Dogs
1590 Laurel Park Court
Orange City, FL 32763
(386) 456-0408
admin@nhsdi.org
www.newhorizonsservicedogs.org

Noah’s Ark of Central Florida
500 Inspiration Drive
Lakeland, FL 33805
(863) 687-0804
admin@noahsark�orida.org
www.noahsark�orida.org

North Florida O�ce of Public 
Guardian, Inc.
1425 East Piedmont Drive,
Suite 201-B
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 487-4609 x115
Janice.chance@north�oridaopg.org
www.north�oridaopg.org

NOVA Southeastern University 
College of Dental Medicine
3200 South University Drive,
3rd Floor
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33328
(954) 262-1929
stevelle@nova.edu

Orlando Magic Wheels
8486 Island Palm Circle
Orlando, FL 32835
(407) 399-3920
inspectorjim@c�.rr.com
www.orlandomagicwheels.org

Orange County Supervisor 
of Elections
PO Box 562001
Orlando, FL 32856
(407) 254-6558
jeanette.cruz@ocfelections.com
www.ocfelections.com

Park Shore Pharmacon
600 Ansin Boulevard
Hallendale Beach, FL 33021
(954) 874-4646 x133
Katie@parkshoredrug.com
www.parkshoredrug.com

Paula Petry PhD – Sound and 
Energy Medicine Healers
PO Box 203
Cherry Valley, NY 13320
(305) 807-7594
paula@paulapetry.com
www.paulapetry.com

Pediatric Health Choice
4602-C North Armenia Avenue
Tampa, FL 33603
(813) 870-0000
kphillips@pediatrichc.com
www.pediatrichc.com

Project 10: Transition Education 
Network
USFSP 140 7th Avenue South, 
SVB 101
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 873-4654
lroberts@usfsp.edu
www.project10.info

Puzzle Box Academy
1855 West Hibiscus Boulevard
Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 412-9838
pam@thepiece�ts.com
www.puzzleboxacademy.com

Pyramid, Inc.
2700 S. Blair Stone Rd., Suite 4 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 671-1690
bfuller@pyramidinc.org
www.pyramidinc.org

Quadriciser Corporation
6624 Central Avenue Pike
Knoxville, TN 37912
(865) 803-5555
patsybohanan@comcast.net
www.quadriciser.com

Quest, Inc.
500 East Colonial Drive
Orlando, FL 32803
(407) 218-4300
mpannullo@questinc.org
www.questinc.org

Rare Patient Voice
2286 Hibbard Trail
Chuluota, FL 32766
(321) 527-6542
Ti�any.White@rarepatientvoice.com
www.rarepatientvoice.com

Removing the Barriers Initiative
2803 Club Circle
Lake Wales, FL 33898
(863) 632-1924
bill@wildcreekadventures.com
www.removingbarriers.com

Resource Materials and 
Technolgy Center/Florida 
Instructional Materials Center/
Florida and Virgin Islands 
Deaf-Blind Collaborative
FSDB, 207 San Marco Avenue
St. Augustine, FL 32084
(904) 827-2731
keithm@fsdb.k12.�.us
www.rmtcosbd.org

2017 Exhibitors CONT’D   
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Rudy Electronic Docs
170 North Road
East Windsor, CT 06088
(860) 519-7077
karen@rubyelectronicdocs.com
www.rubyelectronicdocs.com

Secure Transportation
434 East Broadway
Long Beach, CA 90608
(562) 348-1413
lpuebla@securetransportation.com
www.securetransportation.com

SEDNET (Multiagency Network 
for Students with Emotional and 
Behavioral Disabilities)
140 7th Avenue South, SVB 112
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 873-4661
nzenn@usfsp.edu
sednet�.info

Social Security Administration
5520 Gatlin Avenue, Suite 101
Orlando, FL 32812
(866) 964-0019
blanca.taylor@ssa.gov
www.socialsecurity.com

Special Needs Laywers, PA
901 Chestnut Street
Clearwater, FL 33756
(727) 443-7898
kimarie@specialneedslawyers.com
www.specialneedslawyers.com

Special Olympics of Florida
1915 Don Wickham Drive
Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 243-9536
www.specialolympics�orida.org

Springbrook Behavioral 
Health System
1 Havenwood Lane
Travelers Rest, SC 29690
(404) 513-5847
carol.garrett@springbrookbhs.com
www.springbrookbehavioral.com

Staywell Health Plan
1514 East Fowler Avenue, Suite B
Tampa, FL 33612
(813) 470-5652
jennifer.osbourn@wellcare.com
www.wellcare.com

Step Up For Students
1901 Ulmerton Road, #180
Clearwater, FL 33762
(727) 451-9828
psoost@sufs.org
www.StepUpForStudents.org

The Arc of Florida
2898 Mahan Drive, Suite 1
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 921-0460
susan@arc�orida.org
www.arc�orida.org

The Barry Robinson Center
443 Kempsville Road
Norfolk, VA 23502
(757) 618-3920
cbrooks@barryrobinson.org
www.barryrobinson.org

The CAFÉ TA Cener
820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 224-4670
cafetacenter@gmail.com
www.cafetacenter.net

The Division of Blind Services
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1114
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-0390
stephanie.lambert@dbs.�doe.org
dbs.�doe.org

The Family Café, Inc.
820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 224-4670
info@familycafe.net
www.familycafe.net

The Florida Commission on 
Human Relations
4075 Esplanade Way, Room 110
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 907-6798
regina.owens@fchrmy�orida.com

The Florida Youth Council 
820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100
Tallahasee, FL 32301
(850) 224-4670
ngermain@familycafe.net
www.�oridayouthcouncil.org

The Steadfast Foundation 
(EPICAL Solutions)
PO Box 77
East Lansing, MI 48826
(517) 488-7315
dean@thesteadfastfoundation.com
www.the steadfastfoundation.com

Therap Services, LLC
562 Watertown Boulevard
Waterbury, CT 6708
(386) 846-9688
maureen.oconnell@therapservices.net
www.therapservices.net

United States Tennis Association
1 Deuce Terace
Daytona Beach, FL 32124
(850) 510-6585
english@usta�orida.com
www.usta�orida.com

WaiverProvider.com & 
SupportCoordinators.com
9395 Melrose Street
Spring Hill, FL 34608
(727) 841-8943
waiverinfo@aol.com
www.Waiverprovider.com

Woodbury Health Products
2323 North State Street, Unit 76
Bunnell, FL 32110
(800)777-1111
wrosa@woodburyproducts.com
woodburyproducts.com

VSA Florida
4202 E Fowler Avenue, EDU 105
Tampa, FL 33612
(813) 947-0715
w�nklea@usf.edu
www.vsa�.org

MICRO-ENTERPRISES
2DGraphix
1059 Magnolia Lane
Wauchula, FL 33873
(863) 245-8740
davisboss539@gmail.com
www.2dgraphix.com

Advance My Baby
4108 Brooke Drive
Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 601-2067
amb.tarver@gmail.com
www.advancemybaby.com

A�ordable Medical LLC
24638 State Road 54
Lutz, FL 33559
(888) 991-9945
davidc@mycaths.com
www.mycaths.com

Alaska RV & Autism/My Life 
with Asperger’s
707 Greenwood Street
Orlando, FL 32801
(305) 619-9585
mikedimauro31784@aol.com
Facebook.com/alaskarvautism

ALEC’s
PO Box 11206
Orlando, FL 32803
(407) 310-7818
belinda0001@aol.com

Angels on Assignment 
Worldwide
6502 North 22nd Street
Tampa, FL 33610
(813) 379-0522
pajackson4504@gmail.com

AWA (Artists with Autism)
3021 NE 57 Court
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308
(954) 682-8039
brushingham@yahoo.com

C.O.R.E. (Collaborative 
Oraginazation Representing 
Empowerment Inc.)
1228 East 7th Avenue, Unit 209
Tampa, FL 33605
(813) 786-2562
Jenice@coreempoweringfamilies.org
www.coreempoweringfamilies.org

Cassie’s Creations
12736 Waterman Drive
Raleigh, NC 27614
(919) 846-8892
arhams63@gmail.com
www.cassiescreationsonline.com

Cute Kitties
1739 Atrium Drive
Sun City Center, FL 33573
(813) 789-1208
cutekitties4u@hotmail.com
www.cutekitties4u.com

2017 Exhibitors CONT’D   
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DTKM Design
553 Harrison Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32065
(904) 699-7748
dtkmdesign@gmail.com
www.dtkmdesign.etsy.com

Eddie’s Natural Necklaces
c/o AKM Care Services
559 Duncan Avenue South
Clearwater, FL 33756
(727) 564-3308
cdcakm@live.com

Edify Essential Oils
10525 Beneva Drive
Tampa, FL 33647
(813) 326-5939
bjepps37@gmail.com
www.mydoterra.com/edify

Fixing Boo Boo (Book About TBI)
444 Merlin Way
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 519-3745
�xingbooboo@gmail.com
www.wordhacker8.witsite.com/
pat-stanford

Florida Evaluations
1963 McKinley Street
Clearwater, FL 33765
(660) 441-7422
�oridaeval@gmail.com
www.�oridaevals.com

Florida’s Family Fun
37 Elton St.
Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 704-9750
Floridafamilyfun@gmail.com
www.�oridafamilyfun.com

Florida SAND
1542 Kingsley Avenue, Suite 136
Orange Park, FL 32073
(904) 214-3222
tkgmunn@gmail.com
www.�sand.org

Florida Service Dogs, Inc.
PO Box 14810
Jacksonville, FL 32238
(904) 704-9591
buddynme@bellsouth.net
www.�oridaservicedogs.net

Friends Making Pens LLC
1730 Ivan Boulevard
LaBelle, FL 33935
(239) 872-4778
friendsmakingpens@gmail.com
Gardens of Life
2023 Sepler Court
Fern Park, FL 32730
(407) 310-7818
belinda0001@aol.com

God’s Hands Agency, Inc.
P.O. Box 585766
Orlando, FL 32858
(407) 448-1987
eblumhagen@mindspring.com
www.Godshandsagency.com

Hugs of Florida, Inc
PO Box 1537
Largo, FL 33779
(727) 851-6705
hugs�orida@gmail.com
www.hugs�orida.org

It Works! Global
1830 Via Genoa
Winter Park, FL 32789
(407) 383-1945
lac321@c�.rr.com
www.hopewrappedinbetterhealth.com

James Williams + Handwriting 
Repair
2300 Scott Road
Northbrook, IL. 60062
(224) 628-6629
Jmw820@comcast.net
www.jamesmw.com

JMarlinArt
610 West Las Olas Boulevard, # 714
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
(757) 641-1023
jrosenstock76@comcast.net
www.jmarlinart.com

Karlas Kookies
17338 NW 61 Place
Hialeah, FL 33015
(305) 556-4293
karlaskookies@bellsouth.net

Lanno Sweet Shop-Senier Dr.
1089 South Hiawassee Road 324
Orlando, FL 32835
(407)734-5066
cara.blonder@yahoo.com
www.cara.lannosweetshop.com

LuLaRoe
13003 Boatswain Mate Drive
Riverview, FL 33579
(813) 892-8689
lularoerenaneves@gmail.com

Marion County 
Disability Alliance
923 NE 6th Street
Ocala, FL 34470
(352) 615-6003
shawn.mcda@gmail.com
www.mcdisabilityalliance.org

Mary Kay Consultant
573 19th Street North West
Ruskin, FL 33570
(815) 690-2691
bethbailey@marykay.com

Moira’s Ventures LLC
13725 Kirbo Road 
Building 30, Unit 2
Jacksonville, FL 32224
(904) 240-9269
moirarossi@gmail.com
www.moirasventures.com

Ms. Wheelchair Florida, Inc.
206 West Warner Avenue
Tampa, FL 33602
(863) 698-1138
statecoordinator@mswheelchair�.org
www.mswheelchair�.org

Origami Owl – Independent 
Designer
115 112th Avenue North East #723
St. Petersburg, FL 33716
(813) 892-3485
lovemycharm@hotmail.com
www.lovemycharm.origamiowl.com

Original Art Jigsaw Puzzles and 
Magnets
71 NE 48th Court
Oakland Park, FL 33334
(954) 695-7292
mark@markhorowitz.com

Otterly Inspired LLC
5123 Linkwood Ave
Tampa, FL 33625
(813) 404-8047
otterlyinspired@gmail.com
www.otterlyinspired.com

Our Royal Tutus
707 Garnette Avenue
Haines City, FL 33844
(863) 605-5931
ourroyaltutus@gmail.com
www.ourroyaltutus.com

ProjectFREE
2825 Beach Boulevard
Gulfport, FL 33707
(860) 941-7587
kstanzo@gmail.com
myprojectfree.org

Race Car Waterboy, LLC
1917 Cunningham Drive
Statesville, NC 28625
(704) 883-2748
racecarwaterboy@yahoo.com
www.racecarwaterboy.homestead.com

Reaching New Horizons for 
Autism, Inc.
3193 Timucua Circle
Orlando, FL 32837
(321) 663-8538
criverahome@yahoo.com
www.newhorizonsforautism.com

Reenie’s Bread Biz
8467 Bayou Boardwalk, Apt 103
Seminole, FL 33777
(727) 641-7947
ReeniesBreadBiz.com
www.facebook.com/reeniesbreadbiz

Sarasota Honey Company
725 45th Street
Sarasota, FL 34234
(941) 726-8755
alma@sarasotahoney.com
www.sarasotahoney.com

ScentsAbility
11480 Sample Road
Coral Springs, FL 33065
(954) 464-5114
bonnie@scentsability.org
www.scentsability.org

Scentsy – Independent 
Scentsy Consultant
115 112th Avenue North East #723
St. Petersburg, FL 33716
(813) 892-3485
lovemycharm@hotmail.com
www.lovemycharm.scentsy.us

2017 Exhibitors CONT’D   
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Southern Creations
221 Fiji Palm Lane
Plant City, FL 33566
(727) 599-1009
Burnsidelisa@hotmail.com
www.SouthernCreationspc.
wordpress.com

Spencer’s Sensory Shop
620 East Magnolia Street
Lakeland, FL 33801
(863) 212-5155
Karmelspencer@yahoo.com
www.etsy.com/shop/
spencerssensoryshop

Sunshine State Superkids
363 Sky Valley Street
Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 988-5449
sunshinestatesuperkids@gmail.com
www.sunshinestatesuperkids.com

Team Streater
4434 Gearhart Road
Tallahassee, FL 32303
(850) 661-1202
malverna1@yahoo.com

The Adventures of Katgirl 
17570 Atlantic Blvd., Apt. 316
Sunny Isle Bch. FL 33160
305-931-0759
katmagnoli@gmail.com
www.realspecialeducation.com

The Chocolate Spectrum
7261 160th Street North
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418
(954) 980-0134
valerie@thechocolatespectrum
www.thechocolatespectrum.com

The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project
4241 North Highway 1
Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 506-2707
kristen@themorganproject.org
www.themorganproject.org

TJS Expressions, LLC
7370 Cabot Court, Suite 103-A
Melbourne, FL 32940
(321) 522-6799
info@tjsexpressions.com
www.tjsexpressions.com

Xceptional Xcessories
10924 SW 48th Terrace
Ocala, FL 34476
(863) 258-6624
grbxedwards@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT EXPO
DEO/CareerSource Florida
PO Box 13179
Tallahassee, FL 32317
(850) 889-0698
wdavis@careersource�orida.com
www.careersource�orida.com

Walgreens
2455 Premier Row
Orlando, FL 32809
(407) 856-8668
Robert.harris@walgreens.com
www.Walgreens.jobs

WellCare Health Plans, Inc.
1514 East Fowler Avenue, Suite B
Tampa, FL 33612
(813) 470-5652
www.wellcare.com

2017 Exhibitors CONT’D   

When you’re not in a session, enjoying a keynote, 
or taking part in the Governor’s Summit, 
please take some time to 

Visit our Exhibit Hall !
Which Includes... 
• Dozens Of Booths
• A Host Of Self-Advocate Owned And

Operated Micro-Enterprises

We also encourage you to enjoy the... 
• Adaptive Recreation Activities provided by

our friends at the Florida Disabled Outdoors Association
• Visit the FAAST Assistive Technology Room
• Watch the great Self-Advocate Performances throughout the weekend
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Sessions presented in Spanish, or with Spanish-speaking presenters, 
are printed in RED.
Sesiones que se presentan en español, o con el español que hablan los 
presentadores, están impresos en color ROJO.
 Sign language interpreters available at 
 Coral Spring I on Lobby Level, courtesy of the 
 Center for Independent Living.

8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Registration Open, Registration Desk
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Exhibit Hall Open, Regency Ballroom
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tennis, Hoverball, and Archery 
  Regency Ballroom 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Employment Expo, Regency Ballroom
10:00  a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Dental Screening, Regency Ballroom 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. FAAST, Inc. Assistive Technology Room 
  Regency Ballroom Q
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project Sensory Room   
  Orlando Ballroom L & M
11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Pyramid Players, Foyer
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Opening Session & Keynote Address 
  Plaza International Ballroom
1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Pyramid Players, Foyer
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.   Registration Open, Convention Registration
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Early Steps, Early Wishes Playgroup
  Florida Ballroom B & C (English and Spanish)
2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Royal DJs, Foyer
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Wildlife Show by Gatorland
 Regency Ballroom
4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Brazilian Voices, Foyer
4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. Brazilian Voices, Foyer
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The 19th Annual Governor’s Summit on 
  Disabilities, featuring Governor Rick Scott 
  Plaza International Ballroom

Family changing rooms are located in 
Silver Spring II (Convention Level) 
and Barrel Spring I.  Changing tables 
provided by Universal Changing Places, 
(850) 408-8586.

Wheelchair and scooter rental is 
available at Registration Desk.

FRIDAY
JUNE 16, 2017

Conference at 
    a Glance

THE 
19TH ANNUAL 

FAMILY 
CAFÉ

Military 
Families

Smart 
Money

Mental 
Health

Employment

Disaster 
Preparedness

Advocacy Youth

Recreation
Birth through 

Age Five

Some of the sessions at this year’s
event have been organized into “tracks”
based on subject. This key will help you
to identify “tracked” sessions.
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1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Helping  Military Families with Special Needs Through the Lifecycle (Panel Part 1) (1:30-3:30) 
Celebration 5
Early Steps, Early Wishes Playgroup 
Florida Ballroom B&C
Let’s Get Ready! Planning Together for Emergencies: Sesame Street Disaster 
Preparedness for Children
Celebration 1
Get Help If You Have Fibromyalgia, Chronic Fatigue Syndrom, or PN (Perpheral Neuropathy) 
Celebration 2
Small Steps Towards a Healthier Weight 
Celebration 3
Free and Me: Why We Teach Sailing
Celebration 4
Special Needs Trust Working with ABLE Accounts
Celebration 6
How to Become a Professional Job Seeker
Celebration 7
Improving Child Outcomes for All Children 
Celebration 9
Stories of Success: Post-Secondary Education for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities 
Celebration 11
The Mighty Mandy Ree, Finding Your Voice in Self-Advocacy
Celebration 12
Teen CERT
Celebration 13
The #JobCreators Movement: Making Self-Employment Viable for Everyone!
Celebration 14
Working with Children on the Autism Spectrum
Celebration 15
Guardianship and Guardianship Alternatives
Bayhill 17
Homeschooling Children with Special Needs
Bayhill 18
Delegate Roundtable: Down Syndrome
Bayhill 19
Government Bene�ts and How They Work for People with Disabilities and Their Families
Bayhill 20
Navigating the Paperwork Maze
Bayhill 21

CONT’D FRIDAY
JUNE 16, 2017

at a Glance
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Disability Rights Florida, quienes somos nosotros?
Bayhill 22
Handwriting and Disability: Perspectives from the Inside
Bayhill 23
Color Me Calm
Bayhill 24
Inclusion Using the Florida Access Points for Students with Signi�cant Cognitive Disabilities
Bayhill 25
IEPs for Dads
Bayhill 26
Parents Helping Parents and the Gardiner Scholarship 
Bayhill 27
FDLRS Parent/Guardian Webinar Series 
Bayhill 28
How to Get Out of Survival Mode and Back to Living Life on Your Terms!
Bayhill 29
Mental Health and Secondary Transition: What Families Need to Know
Bayhill 30
Listen Twice as Silence Speaks 
Bayhill 31
Human Tra�cking 
Bayhill 32
Self Determination – A Path to Success 
Bayhill 33

2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. ....................................................Pyramid Players, Foyer
2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. ....................................................Royal DJs, Foyer

3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Meet Your School Liaison O�cers 
Celebration 5

3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  CONCURRENT SESSIONS
ARC Smoke Detector Project
Celebration 1
A Family Discussion: College is a Realistic Goal! 
Celebration 2
Introduction to Active Parenting: Setting Your Child Up for Success in Today’s World 
Celebration 3
My Money and Making a Plan; What is Good and Bad Debt? 
Celebration 6
Choosing Work
Celebration 7

CONT’D FRIDAY
JUNE 16, 2017

at a Glance
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How to Help Every Child Have Success in Daycares, Preschools, or Childcare Settings
Celebration 9 
Arts for All 
Celebration 10
Navigating the Transition Process and Vocational Rehabilitation 
Celebration 11
Advocacy: Learning to Stand
Celebration 13
See a Need, Fill a Need
Celebration 14
22Q Roundtable 
Celebration 15
Shaping Behavior with Apps for iPad 
Celebration 16
Guardian Advocacy (Tutelaje de Abogacía)
Bayhill 17
K-12 School Choice Scholarships 
Bayhill 18
Preparing for Self Support Now and In the Future 
Bayhill 20
Navigating the Response to Intervention (Rtl) Process 
Bayhill 21
Behavioral Health Services within the Community and School 
Bayhill 22
Beyond Person-First Language: Self-Advocacy and the Words We Use 
Bayhill 23
Dads, Yes We Can! 
Bayhill 24
Letting Go: Time to Land the Helicopter 
Bayhill 25
Loving Your Life 
Bayhill 26
Respite in Florida 
Bayhill 27
The History of Disabilities 
Bayhill 29
Mental Health Roundtable
Bayhill 30
Navigating Employment Services
Bayhill 32

CONT’D FRIDAY
JUNE 16, 2017

at a Glance
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iConnect: the Future of Electronic Consumer Records 
Bayhill 33
4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. .............................................Pyramid Players, Foyer
4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. .............................................Brazilian Voices, Foyer

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Disaster Preparedness (Get a Plan)
Celebration 1
Jump Back in the Pilot’s Seat and Fly! 
Celebration 2
Behaviorally Challenged Students—Advocating for Appropriate Supports and Services 
Celebration 3
Encouraging Physical Activity for Children with Disabilities
Celebration 4
Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 
Celebration 5
ABLE United: The Basics on ABLE Accounts [Smart Money]
Celebration 6
Explorarion Leads to Discovery: New Supports for Community-Based Employment
Celebration 7
The Florida Navigator: Your Map to Access State Agency Disability Services 
Celebration 8
Low Tech (Recycled Toy Ideas) and High Tech Tools (iPad) for Infants and Toddlers
Celebration 9
Money Management: A Financial Education Workshop
Celebration 10
Transition Basics: Focus on Graduation Requirements and Postsecondary Options 
Celebration 11
2017 Legislative Update and Advocacy Tips
Celebration 12
Come and Chat with The FYC
Celebration 13
Making an Informed Employment Decision by Knowing Your Employment Options
Celebration 14
Making the Most of Your IEP Meeting 
Celebration 15
La Importancia de Manejar Emociones E�cazmente para Padres, Educadores, 
y Cuidadores de Ninos con Discapacidades (The Importance of Managing Emotions E�ectively 
for Parents, Educators and Caregivers of Children with Disabilities)
Celebration 16

CONT’D FRIDAY
JUNE 16, 2017

at a Glance
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Calling all Advocates! Partners in Policy-Making Wants You!
Bayhill 17
ABC’s of Special Needs Trusts and Guardian Advocacy 
Bayhill 18
Delegate Roundtable: Cerebral Palsy 
Bayhill 19
Fair Housing – It’s Your Right! 
Bayhill 20
Extended School Year: The Who, What, When of ESY 
Bayhill 21
Pink Art Party 
Bayhill 22
Driving with Autism 
Bayhill 23
Man Laws for Moms: Understanding Dads and Why We Do What We Do 
Bayhill 25
Healthy Living 
Bayhill 26
“You Need a Screwdriver, Not a Hammer”: The Tools for Coping with an Atypical Child 
Bayhill 27
Taking the Drama out of Parenting 
Bayhill 28
Trauma and Individuals with Disabilities
Bayhill 30
WRAP for the Community
Bayhill 31
Understanding APD Services 
Bayhill 33
5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. Brazilian Voices, Foyer
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The 19th Annual Governor’s Summit featuring Governor Rick Scott, 
Plaza International Ballroom

SATURDAY
JUNE 17, 2017

at a Glance
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  Registration Open, Registration Desk
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  Zumba, Regency Ballroom Foyer
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Exhibit Hall Open, Regency Ballroom
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Dental Screening, Regency Ballroom
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Podiatry Screening, Regency Ballroom
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Tennis, Hoverball, and Archer, Regency Ballroom 
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. FAAST, Inc. Assistive Technology Room, Regency Ballroom Q
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project Sensory Room, Orlando Ballroom L & M

CONT’D FRIDAY
JUNE 16, 2017

at a Glance
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CONT’D SATURDAY
JUNE 17, 2017

at a Glance

Meet Dr. Verra-Tirado, Chief, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, 
Florida Department of Education 
Celebration 2

9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Keynote Address: Beautifully Bipolar, Plaza International Ballroom
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Little ELITES hosted by Special Olympics, Manatee Springs
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  ProjectFREE RisingStarz Lauren Rittenhouse
  Lobby Level Foyer
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Brazilian Voices, Foyer
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Royal DJs, Foyer
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Wildlife Show by Gatorland, Regency Ballroom
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Scuba Diving Without Barriers, Quiet Pool
10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Registration Open, Registration Desk

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Grease by Synchrony Arts Group, Barrel Spring II
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Early Steps Playgroup, Orlando Ballroom N
12:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. ProjectFREE The RockERs, Foyer
12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. FRIENDS Choir, Foyer
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Arts and Crafts, Orlando Ballroom N

1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. South Paci�c by Rising STARZ Performance Group
  Plaza International Ballroom
2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. FRIENDS Choir, Foyer

2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Royal DJs, Foyer

4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Meet Princess Belle, Regency Ballroom
5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Children’s Music and Dance with Patty Shukla, Foyer
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Family Entertainment featuring DJ Scully, 
  Plaza International Ballroom 

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Tactile/ Hands-on Disaster Preparedness Evacuation Planning and Kit building for Persons 
with Disabilities, on a Low Budget, Through Recycling and Free Items
Celebration 1
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Love Covers
Celebration 3 

Making Attractions and Waterparks More Accessible
Celebration 4

Helping Military Families with Special Needs Through Transfers and Transitions 
During the Military Lifecycle (Panel Part 2)
Celebration 5
Bene�ts and Tax Savings For Families With Special Needs
Celebration 6
Everyone Can Work—Come Discover How
Celebration 7
APD Provider Training and the Train Florida Learning Management System 
Celebration 8
Jeremy’s Journey – Through Early Steps and Beyond
Celebration 9
NextGen DNA Sequence-Mediated Personalized Medicine for Individuals with Disabilities 
Celebration 10
Going to College and Excelling as a Student with Disability 
Celebration 11
Blogging and Writing About A Disability
Celebration 12
You Are Worth It! 
Celebration 13
Legal & Financial Issues For Your Child with Special Needs 
Celebration 15
Parent Panel: Life Does Not Come With a Handbook! 
Celebration 16
A Life-Span Approach for Individuals with Cerebral Palsy 
Bayhill 17
Words That Can Hurt 
Bayhill 18
Moms to Moms
Bayhill 19
Just for Dad 
Bayhill 20
Advocating for Your Child: A Guide to the IEP Process 
Bayhill 21
Driving Independence - Adaptive Skills for Driving 
Bayhill 23
Life is One Big Transition … Learn How to E�ectively Manage Transition By 
Accessing Resources through Disability Rights Florida 
Bayhill 24

Love Covers

CONT’D SATURDAY
JUNE 17, 2017

at a Glance
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Living with Epilepsy /Epilepsy 101 
Bayhill 25
Creating a Family Network: For Families, By Families 
Bayhill 27
Living Your Life Outside the Box 
Bayhill 28
Let’s Talk About Gender Di�erences Among People With Disabilities 
Bayhill 29
Successfully Managing Anxiety 101: One Step at a Time
Bayhill 30
Unlocking Potential
Bayhill 31
Social Security Work Incentives 
Bayhill 32
Meet the APD Director 
Bayhill 33
Early Steps Playgroup
Orlando Ballroom N
Celebration of Life Ceremony 
Rainbrow Springs 

12:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. ...............................................ProjectFREE The RockERs, Foyer
12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. ..................................................Pyramid Players, Foyer
12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. ..................................................FRIENDS Choir, Foyer
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. ....................................................South Paci�c by Rising STARZ Performance Group 
     Plaza International Ballroom
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. ....................................................Arts & Crafts, Orlando Ballroom N

1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Special Needs Registry and Special Needs Shelters
Celebration 1
Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Vocational Rehabilitation 
But Didn’t Know Who to Ask 
Celebration 2
Thinking About Independent Living? Things to Consider in Preparing to 
Move to Independence 
Celebration 3
Aquatic Therapy and Drowing Prevention Incorporating with 
Surviving Accidentally Clothed Submersions (SACS) for Special Needs
Celebration 4
Resources for Military Families
Celebration 5

CONT’D SATURDAY
JUNE 17, 2017

at a Glance
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Provide for Your Special Needs, and Plan for Your Retirement
Celebration 6
Part I: Your Winning Ticket: Making Work Pay – Understanding Vocational Rehabilitation, 
Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid
Celebration 7
The Remediation Process 
Celebration 8
Accessing Resources and Understanding Systems (Birth to Five)
Celebration 9
Sensory Friendly Concerts: Join the Fun 
Celebration 10
Is Your Student Interested in College? 
Celebration 11
So You Want to Start a Self-Advocacy Group? Trials, Triumphs, and Tips
Celebration 12
Money and the Real World
Celebration 13
The Importance of Starting a Business
Celebration 14
School Choice Options For Children with Disabilities 
Celebration 15
Florida’s AT&UDL Loan Library 
Celebration 16
Guardianships – Why They May Be Necessary and How They May Be Avoided 
Bayhill 17
Touch, Listen and Learn! Functional Literacy Skills for Children Who are Blind
or Visually Impaired 
Bayhill 18
Delegate Roundtable: Autism 
Bayhill 19
Cerebral Palsy Update: Evidence Based Treatment 
Bayhill 20
Becoming Expert Learners and Connecting Families to Mentors in Middle and High Schools 
Bayhill 21
How to Create a Comprehensive Special Needs Plan 
Bayhill 22
Understanding and Supporting Your Child with Dyslexia 
Bayhill 23
Project Self-Advocate Leadership Training: Becoming Leaders 
Bayhill 24

CONT’D SATURDAY
JUNE 17, 2017

at a Glance
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Advocating for Students with Invisible Disabilities 
Bayhill 25
Partnerships for Health’s Sake - Health Care Transition From Pediatric to Adult Services 
Bayhill 26
A,B,C’s of Success 
Bayhill 27
Love Covers 
Bayhill 28
The Anime Connection: Utilizing Japanese Anime and Related Media to 
Teach Disability Awareness 
Bayhill 29
NAMI Family-to-Family
Bayhill 30
Getting the Services You Need from the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) 
Bayhill 32
Introduction to Consumer Directed Care Plus (CDC+)  
Bayhill 33

2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. ....................................................Pyramid Players, Foyer
2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. ....................................................FRIENDS Choir, Foyer

2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Pets and Service Animals in Disaster
Celebration 1
Excellent Greatness Women’s Forum 
Celebration 2
One Tool for Successful Interactions with Police: The Wallet Card 
Celebration 3
Exceptional Moves for Exceptional Families
Celebration 5
ABLE United: Navigating Your Bene�ts
Celebration 6
Part II: Your Winning Ticket: Making Work Pay – Understanding Vocational Rehabilitation, 
Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid
Celebration 7
Traveling the Seas of Families, Feelings, and Emotions
Celebration 9
Music, Movement, & Media for Active Learners! 
Celebration 10
Transition Planning: High School and Beyond 
Celebration 11

CONT’D SATURDAY
JUNE 17, 2017

at a Glance
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AACID -  Advocates for Adult Children with Intellectual Disabilities
Celebration 12
It’s All About Social Interaction
Celebration 13
Getting Hired! Today’s Talent, Tomorrow’s Success
Celebration 14
Empowerment Stategies for Coping with the Chronic Stress of Disablilties and Longterm Illnesses 
Celebration 15
Providing a Lifetime of Support
Bayhill 17
When Being Mom (or Dad) Stops Being Good Enough 
Bayhill 18
Become Successful in Advocacy by Practicing Leadership Skills
Bayhill 19
Orthopedic Treatment of Cerebral Palsy 
Bayhill 20
Standards Based Education for Students with Signi�cant Cognitive Disabilities 
Bayhill 21
How Best to Manage the Complexities of Life for an Adult with a Disability: 
What Legal Tools are Available and How Best to Utilize Them 
Bayhill 22
Dadvocates 
Bayhill 23
Section 504 and ADA Rights in Public and Private Schools 
Bayhill 24 
Zika: A Case Study for Examining Florida Systems of Care for Children with Special Needs 
Bayhill 26
My Journey as a Sportscaster 
Bayhill 27
Stop, Drop, and S.L.O.W. (Saving Love Our Way) 
Bayhill 28
Giving Families a Voice in Our System of Care  
Bayhill 30
Using Mindfulness to Decrease Stress and Increase Happiness 
Bayhill 31
Finding Employment and Employees
Bayhill 32
Introduction to Consumer Directed Care Plus (CDC+) 
Bayhill 33
Aquatic Therapy and Drowing Prevention Incorporating with Surviving 
Accidentally Clothed Submersions (SACS) for Special Needs. 
Quiet Pool 

CONT’D SATURDAY
JUNE 17, 2017

at a Glance
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3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. ....................................................Pyramid Players, Foyer
3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. ....................................................Royal DJs, Foyer

4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Disney Pillowcase Project
Celebration 1
Getting to Know the Florida Division of Blind Services 
Celebration 2
What Students and Families Need to Know About High School Graduation Requirements 
Celebration 3
Inspiration & Encouragement for Military and Veteran Families with Special Needs
Celebration 5
ABLE United: Planning Your Financial Future
Celebration 6
Providing Person-centered Services in Home and Community-based Settings 
Celebration 8
Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards—Birth to Kindergarten 
Celebration 9
Social Security and Healthcare Bene�t Issues for Transition Age Youth 
Celebration 11
Let’s just Do It!
Celebration 12
IEP Jeopardy
Celebration 13
2 The Road to Work
Celebration 14
Sticks and Stones May Break Your Bones, But Words Can Always Hurt You: 
Protecting your Children Against Bullying 
Celebration 17
The Importance of Guardianship for Adults with Special Needs 
Bayhill 18
Compartiendo Con Amor Salud y Aelgria 
Bayhill 19
OMG: Open Mic Gumbo! 
Bayhill 20
Creating Capable Kids: What Parents can do to Create School Success 
Bayhill 21
Inclusion ROCKS!!! 
Bayhill 23
Understanding Your Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) Medicaid Waiver iBudget 
Algorithm Allocation, Your Alloction Implemention Meeting (AIM), and Signi�cant Additional 
Needs Requests (SAN) 
Bayhill 24

CONT’D SATURDAY
JUNE 17, 2017

at a Glance
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Family Experiences with Orofacial Clefts Services and Supports in Florida 
Bayhill 26
The Criminal Justice System and People with Disablilties 
Bayhill 27
Parent Options When You and the School Disagree 
Bayhill 28
Journey Through Advocacy: Parent and Self-Advocate Perspectives on Navigating the 
Advocacy Path
Celebration 29
Yoga for Physical and Mental Health
Bayhill 30
Financial Empowerment–Earn, Learn, and Save 
Bayhill 31
Accessible Florida Parks Including APD’s Billy Joe Rish Park
Bayhill 32
Getting Creative with CDC+: How to tailor CDC+ to Best Meet Your Needs 
Bayhill 33

5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  ................Pyramid Players, Foyer
5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  ................Children’s Music and Dance with Patty Shukla, Foyer
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  ................Family Entertainment featuring DJ Scully
 Plaza International Ballroom

SUNDAY
JUNE 18, 2017

at a Glance

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Exhibit Hall Open
  Regency Ballroom
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Zumba
  Regency Ballroom Foyer
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Rubber Duck Race
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Keynote Address featuring Jennifer Adams, 
  Plaza International Ballroom 
  Sponsored by

12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Closing and Door Prizes
  Plaza International Ballroom

CONT’D SATURDAY
JUNE 17, 2017

at a Glance
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If you’re mad as hell at the political process and don’t want to take it anymore, you’re 
not alone. In 2015, a Pew Charitable Trusts survey found that 74 percent of Americans 
believed that most elected o�cials didn’t care what people like them thought. In 
the 2016 presidential election, people vented those frustrations with their votes. The 
November results con�rmed that Americans are tired of politics as usual. 

While it is not surprising that Americans would channel their frustrations into contenders 
pledging to end business as usual, you don’t have to pin your hopes for change on 
candidates. Nor should you throw in the towel on democracy, and simply assume that you 
can’t �ght City Hall. In America, the Owner’s Manual: You Can Fight City Hall – and Win, former 
Florida Governor and U.S. Senator Bob Graham and attorney Chris Hand show us how to 
discover, build, and �ex our citizenship muscles. In their step-by-step guide, Graham and Hand 
empower Americans to become change agents for the betterment of their communities.

Do you want to be a participant, rather than a spectator, in the arena of democracy? Is your 
goal to preserve health care options? Persuade your local government to improve access for 
people with disabilities? Better advocate for families? Then please join Graham and Hand for 
a conversation about America, the Owner’s Manual that will give you the con�dence that you 
can make governments work for you, not the other way around. As Graham and Hand write, 
citizens “do have a say about what the government does—if they learn, master, and practice 
the skills of e�ective citizenship.”

A limited number of complimentary copies of America, the Owner’s Manual: You Can Fight 
City Hall – and Win will be distributed at this keynote.  

Chris Hand is a partner at the Florida law �rm 
of Eavenson Fraser Lunsford & Ivan, where he 

advises clients on how to improve their long-term 
outcomes with government. Hand previously 
served as speechwriter, press secretary, and 
campaign press secretary for Senator Graham 
and as campaign manager for Florida’s former 
statewide elected chief �nancial o�cer, Alex 
Sink. From 2011 to 2015, Hand served as Chief 
of Sta� for the consolidated City of Jacksonville. 

In that role, Hand managed Mayor Alvin Brown’s 
O�ce team with oversight for policy, advocacy, 

communications, outreach and scheduling. 

candidates. Nor should you throw in the towel on democracy, and simply assume that you 

America, the Owner’s Manual: 
You Can Fight City Hall – and Win

Friday, June 16, 2017
11:30 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.

Chris Hand 
of Eavenson Fraser Lunsford & Ivan, where he 

advises clients on how to improve their long-term 

In that role, Hand managed Mayor Alvin Brown’s 
O�ce team with oversight for policy, advocacy, 

communications, outreach and scheduling. 

Chris Hand 

Bob Graham was elected 
governor of Florida following 
12 years of service in the 
Florida Legislature. During 
two successful terms as 
governor, he was nationally 
recognized for reforms in 
education, environmental 
protection, and economic 
diversi�cation. He was 
elected to the United States 
Senate in 1986, serving as 
a member of the Senate 
Finance, Environment and 
Public Works, and Veterans 
A�airs Committees. He 
continues his work in 
environmental protection 
as chair of the Florida 
Conservation Coalition and 
leads e�orts to enhance 
citizen engagement and 
train the next generation 
of public leaders through 
the Bob Graham Center 
for Public Service at the 
University of Florida. 
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8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Registration Open, Registration Desk
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Exhibit Hall Open, Regency Ballroom
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tennis, Hoverball, and Archery, Regency Ballroom 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Employment Expo, Regency Ballroom
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Dental Screening, Regency Ballroom 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. FAAST, Inc. Assistive Technology Room, Regency Ballroom Q
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project Sensory Room, Orlando Ballroom L & M
11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Pyramid Players, Foyer
1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Pyramid Players, Foyer
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.   Registration Open, Convention Registration
1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Early Steps, Early Wishes Playgroup

Florida Ballroom B&C (English and Spanish)

1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Royal DJs, Foyer
2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer

3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Gatorland Wildlife Show/Active Leisure for Life!, Regency Ballroom
4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Brazilian Voices, Foyer

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. Brazilian Voices, Foyer
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The 19th Annual Governor’s Summit on Disabilities, 
 featuring Governor Rick Scott, Plaza International Ballroom

The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project Sensory Room
Friday, June 16, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Orlando Ballroom L & M

Join us for an indoor sensory wonderland that is 100% wireless, wheelchair-accessible, and created just for 
children with physical disabilities and sensory processing issues. Brought to you by The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project, 
this one-of-a-kind experience based on Snoezelen principals will help you learn how the multi-sensory 
environment can bene�t a child with physical disabilities, autism, or other sensory processing disorders. Stop by 
for an opportunity for your children to decompress. (Parents are required to remain with children at all times.)

Kristen Malfara
The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project
4241 North Highway 1
Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 501-7189
kristen@themorganproject.org

F
riday
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 Early Steps, Early Wishes Playgroup 
 Friday, June 16, 1:30-4:00 
 Florida Ballroom B&C

The Florida Department of Health, Children’s Medical Services, Early Steps Program invites families of infants 
and toddlers with developmental disabilities or delays to attend a family-fun playgroup. We will have over 
4,000 square feet of space to o�er activities that include family photos, face-painting, puppet shows, adaptive 
books  and toys, story time, and free play. During this event, families will have access to resources in the 
Early Steps Program, network with other families, and learn from Early Steps Family Resource Specialists and 
State O�ce sta�. Children must be accompanied by an adult during the event.

Kelly Rogers
Early Steps Program
Department of Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way Bin A06
Tallahassee, FL 32399

 Helping  Military Families with Special Needs Through the Lifecycle (Panel Part 1) 
 Friday, June 16, 1:30-3:30
 Celebration 5

An overview of support for military family members through the lifecycle will be presented by a panel of 
agency representatives to raise awareness of the resources. The panel will consist of representatives from 
military and civilian organizations that work with military families throughout the state of Florida. This 
interactive panel discussion will highlight available supports to military families with special needs through the 
lifecycle stages of birth through �ve, school age, and adulthood. During the second half of the session, there 
will be additional opportunities for participants to discuss in depth and gain hands-on assistance from the 
panel member experts.

Florida Military Family Special Needs Network
1313 Ponce de Leon Blvd., Suite 301
Coral Gables, FL 33134
(772) 342-7665
mvbark@hotmail.com

1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

 Let’s Get Ready! Planning Together for Emergencies: Sesame Street Disaster 
 Preparedness for Children
 Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
 Celebration 1

This session will help motivate children of all ages to understand why it is important to help mom and dad 
to know their name, phone number and where they live so that they can summon help or help their parents 
during a disaster and what they need to put in their disaster to go kit.

F
ri

da
y
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Linda Carter Mary Carter
No Person Left Behind No Person Left Behind
704 Homer Avenue North 704 Homer Avenue North
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 Lehigh Acres, FL 33971
(239) 826-8696 (239) 368-6846
mslindacarter@gmail.com mslindacarter@gmail.com

Get Help If You Have Fibromyalgia, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, or PN 
(Perpheral Neuropathy) 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Celebration 2

If you have �bromyalgia (FM), chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS), or peripheral neuropathy (PN), there are 
several ways to get help from: (1) online support and online groups, (2) community support groups that meet 
face-to-face, (3) printed media, radio, and TV advertisements of medical treatments, (4) participating in or 
seeking a test drug study, and (5) �nding a community exercise facility.  We are also presenting information 
from USF’s Neurology Clinic in our assigned room. People can hear 20 minutes from each group, 
leaving 20 minutes for group questions, comments, and overall review.

Michael E Miller, Sr  Laura K Rosa  Nedra Rich
Tampa Fibro Friends  Tampa Fibro Friends  Tampa Fibro Friends
1908 Winn Arthur Drive  (813) 482-2835  (813) 928-3371
Valrico, FL 33594  savie4@aol.com  canfrog1@yahoo.com
(813) 653-4285
michaelemillersr1908@verizon.net

Small Steps Towards a Healthier Weight 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Celebration 3

Living a healthy, active lifestyle is important to persons of all abilities. People with disabilities may �nd it 
di�cult to eat healthy, control their weight, and be physically active. This may be due to a variety of challenges, 
such as a lack of healthy food choices, medications that can contribute to weight gain, weight loss or changes 
in appetite, physical limitations that can reduce a person’s ability to exercise, or even pain. Despite these 
barriers, persons with disabilities can achieve a healthy lifestyle that includes proper nutrition and moderate 
exercise. Recent research has shown that even small lifestyle changes can make dramatic di�erences. This 
presentation will provide easy tips and tools for incorporating healthy lifestyle choices for persons with 
disabilities and their caretakers.

Katie Williams, MPH
Florida Department of Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A-24
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-4444, Ext 2941
Kathryn.williams@�health.gov

F
riday
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 Free and Me: Why We Teach Sailing
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Celebration 4

We will be talking about how sailing and paddle boarding help young people with autism or other special 
needs feel more independent, and helps with their self-esteem.

Bonnie Monroe Mark Monroe
Freedom Sailing Camp of Florida, Inc. Freedom Sailing Camp of Florida, Inc.
1730 Lombardy Drive 1730 Lombardy Drive
Clearwater, FL 33755 Clearwater, FL 33755
(727) 224-1726  (727) 224-1726
freedomsailingcamp@gmail.com freedomsailingcamp@gmail.com

Special Needs Trust Working with ABLE Accounts
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Celebration 6

We will discuss an overview of Special Needs Trusts and how they can bene�t families with a child with 
Intellectual or Developmental Disabilities. We will also tie in Florida’s new ABLE accounts and how to make 
these accounts more e�ective and bene�cial when coupled with Special Needs Trusts.

Travis Finchum
Special Needs Lawyers, PA
901 Chestnut Street, Suite C
Clearwater, FL 33756
(727) 443-7898  
travis@specialneedslawyers.com

  How to Become a Professional Job Seeker
  Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
  Celebration 7

Come learn the important fundamentals designed to organize an aggressive approach in becoming 
employed. You will be given activities that you can take home and utilize immediately in e�orts to sell 
yourself and build the con�dence required to win the job you want.

Keith Bourkney
EmployU, Inc.
226 Wilshire Boulevard
Casselberry, FL 32707
(407) 782-1199
kbourkney@employu.org
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Improving Child Outcomes for All Children 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Celebration 9

As one of the largest grantees for Head Start in the Southeastern United States, LSF, supports the special 
needs of children with disabilities and their parents. This workshop will focus on: Using a holistic approach 
that includes partnerships with parents as the child’s �rst and most important teacher; Parents and sta� 
working together to deliver comprehensive services in early childhood health, development, and education; 
Assessing, evaluating, reporting, analyzing, sharing, and planning the child’s level of performance and growth; 
Developing individual goals with parents based on the child’s assessment, and aligned with school readiness goals.

Heidi Greenslade Marie Mason
Lutheran Services Florida Lutheran Services Florida
3627 West Waters Avenue 3627 West Waters Avenue
Tampa, FL 33614 Tampa, FL 33614
(813) 420-0081  (727) 547-5939
heidi.greenslade@lsfnet.org marie.mason@lsfnet.org

Stories of Success: Post-Secondary Education for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Celebration 11

Attending college has long been considered a rite of passage for young adults. This should be no di�erent for 
individuals with disabilities. The bene�ts of a college education are boundless. Join us as we share stories of the 
struggles and successes that students in FAU’s Academy for Community Inclusion have encountered during 
their freshman year of college. Learn about the impact that higher education has, not only for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities, but for their families and communities as well. Go Owls!

Gwendolyn Carey Melody Wright
Florida Atlantic University Florida Atlantic University
5353 Parkside Drive, SR257 5353 Parkside Drive, SR257
Jupiter, FL 33458 Jupiter, FL 33458
(561) 799-8348  (561) 799-8365
gcarey@fau.edu mwrigh40@fau.edu

The Mighty Mandy Ree, Finding Your Voice in Self-Advocacy
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Celebration 12

Mandy Ree is a self-advocate who blogs about her life as a legally blind woman for her own blog Legally Blind 
Bagged, and also writes stories for website called The Mighty. In this presentation, you’ll learn more about how 
Mandy found con�dence in herself to become a self-advocate and share her stories with the world. Mandy will 
also share vital tips for those who want to share their stories on line as well.

Amanda “Mandy Ree” Ranochak
Legally Blind Bagged
4777 Walden Circle, Apt H
Orlando, FL 32811
(267) 981-6429
legallyblindbagged@gmail.com
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 Teen CERT
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Celebration 13

This workshop will provide an overview of the CERT and Teen CERT programs in Florida and how individuals 
can get training and be involved. 

Christy Rojas  Marcia Warfel
Volunteer Florida Volunteer Florida
3800 Esplanade Way, Suite 180 3800 Esplanade Way, Suite 180
Tallahassee, FL 32311 Tallahassee, FL 32311
(850) 414-7400  (850) 414-7400
Christy@volunteer�orida.org Marcia@volunteer�orida.org

The #JobCreators Movement: Making Self-Employment  
Viable for Everyone! 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30 
Celebration 14

With countless programs focused on employment, self-employment for someone with a developmental 
disability is rarely considered an option. Research and data clearly show a growing trend of individuals who 
not only pursue self-employment, but do so successfully! Statistics not only show that it is possible, but more 
importantly, demonstrate why self-employment leads to greater gains in the pursuit of independence both 
monetarily and socially. We will educate individuals with disabilities, their parents, caregivers, and professionals, 
about the pursuit of self-employment as a feasible alternative to traditional employment for anyone with a 
disability, regardless of the severity of impairment.

Boaz Nelson Santiago Minerva Santiago Alexai Perez
Picasso Einstin, LLC Picasso Einstein, LLC Picasso Einstin, LLC
2114 North Flamingo Road, #105 2114 North Flamingo Road, #105 2114 North Flamingo Road, #105
Pembroke Pines, FL 33028 Pembroke Pines, FL 33028 Pembroke Pines, FL 33028
(943) 399-6199  (954) 399-6199  (943) 399-6199
start@picassoeinstein.com start@picassoeinstein.com start@picassoeinstein.com

Working with Children on the Autism Spectrum 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Celebration 15

This workshop will help parents that have students with ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorder). We will focus 
on what the students CAN do, and build on their strengths, using the works of Temple Grandin. We will be 
discussing things such as behavior issues, sensory issues, problems making friends, or being bullied. In addition, 
we will talk about strategies we can use to help our kids with ASD be successful in school!

Helen Burton
SEDNET Region 8B
25 East Hickpochee Avenue
Labelle, FL 33935
(863) 674-4164 Ext 238
burtonh@hendry-schools.net
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Guardianship and Guardianship Alternatives 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 17

In this presentation, we will focus on empowering individuals in making an informed choice regarding 
assisting an individual in the decision process regarding life choices. Topics will include: self-determination, 
the supported decision making process, the requirements for the guardianship and guardianship advocate 
process. The main goal of our presentation is to equip the attendees with the basic knowledge of rights of 
the adult who may require assistance in making decisions in his or her life.

Z. Felicia Jordan
Disability Rights Florida
1930 Harrison Street, Suite 104
Hollywood, FL 33020
(850) 488-9071
feliciaj@disabilityrights�orida.org

Homeschooling Children with Special Needs 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 18

Homeschooling is a viable option for children with special needs. For children with a variety of disabilities, a 
secure, safe environment can prove invaluable. There are numerous resources available to home educate our 
children with special needs.

Jennifer Belknap
Florida Evals
1963 McKinley Street
Clearwater, FL 33765
(660) 441-7422
�oridaevals@gmail.com

Delegate Roundtable: Down Syndrome 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 19

Are you looking for a chance to network with other families? Come to this session to meet other families and 
talk about what works and what does not work. This is a good time to connect a family that has a younger 
child with a family of an older one. The best education you can get is from another parent.

Tim Turner
The Family Café Board of Directors
1406 Delano Trent Street
Ruskin, FL 33570
(813) 504-2912
mpowerconsulting@aol.com
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Government Bene�ts and How They Work for People with Disabilities and Their Families 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 20

This workshop takes a detailed look at each of the government bene�ts available to people with 
disabilities—Supplemental Security Income, Medicaid, Social Security Disability Insurance, Social Security 
for Disabled Adult Children, and Medicare. We cover eligibility criteria and the application process, how the 
programs di�er, what they cover, and how various work incentives can allow recipients to maintain needed 
services while working to their highest capacity.

Alexandra Baig
Creative Planning
3400 College Drive
Leewood, KS 66211
(630) 777-4944
baig@thinkingbeyond.com

Navigating the Paperwork Maze 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 21

Presenters will take participants on a journey exploring resources and tools included in a binder that 
will untangle the paperwork maze. Parents will create a resource binder that will contain a collection of 
educationally relevant documentation and activities that will assist parents in maintaining records and 
facilitate a greater sense of partnership between schools and home. Parents of students with disabilities at all 
grade levels will be provided with a binder that includes all tools necessary to organize, guide, and empower 
them to actively engage in the planning of their child’s educational career.

Joyce Dean  Rebecca Cox
FDLRS  FDLRS
1076 US Highway 27 North 1076 US Highway 27 North
Lake Placid, FL 33852 Lake Placid, FL 33852
(863) 531-0444  Rebecca.Cox@heartlanded.org
joyce.dean@heartlanded.org

Disability Rights Florida, quienes somos nosotros? 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 22

Disability Rights Florida is the state of Florida’s protection and advocacy agency, which works to protect the 
rights of individuals with disabilities in the state of Florida. If you are not familiar with our agency and the 
ways we can help you, then this presentation is just right for you. This presentation will be in Spanish to cater 
to the Spanish-speaking population. During this presentation you will learn who we are, who we serve, and 
what services we provide.

Disability Rights Florida es la agencia de protección y defensa del estado de Florida, que trabaja para 
proteger los derechos de las personas con discapacidades en el estado de Florida. Si no está familiarizado 
con nuestra agencia y las maneras que podemos ayudarle, esta presentación es solo adecuada para usted. 
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Esta presentación será en español para atender a los que hablan español. Durante esta presentación 
conocerá quiénes somos, a quién servimos, y qué servicios ofrecemos.

Nately Alvarez
Disability Rights Florida
2473 Care Drive, Suite 200
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 488-9071
criverahome@yahoo.com

Handwriting and Disability: Perspectives from the Inside 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 23

Prepare for surprises! Adults with one or more neurological disabilities share their “lives with handwriting” 
– why it still matters to them, what their struggles were with mastering this skill (including the vexing 
matter of reading cursive!), and which self-remediation strategies empowered them to help themselves 
and eventually help others with handwriting issues. Their di�ering perspectives raise questions: How 
can handwriting instruction become more accessible to all students? When may a program or technique 
become unintentionally counterproductive? How can methods, styles, and techniques be adapted to each 
learned, instead of expecting the learner to �t the method?

Kate Gladstone Andrew S. Harber James Williams
Handwriting Repair/ Handwriting Repair/ 2300 Scott Road
Handwriting that Works Handwriting That Works Northbrook, IL 12206
165 North Allen Street 165 North Allen Street (224) 628-6629
Albany, NY 12206 Albany, NY 12206 jmw820@comcast.net
(518) 482-6763 (518) 482-6763
handwritingrepair@gmail.com ashelred@gmail.com

Color Me Calm 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 24

This is a unique and interesting presentation highlighting the bene�ts of live therapeutic music/sound 
therapy with “Chromo” or color therapy. Learn how di�erent colors, even in food, can positively a�ect 
our wellness, reverse stress, ease digestion, equalize brain waves, and more! Experience what a session of 
“Color Me Calm” is like and learn about colors and sounds for brain balance and wellness.

Cheryl Cohen Kerr
Cheryl’s Magic Flute
817 Kenilworth Terrace
Orlando, FL 32803
(407) 895-1252
cheryl@cherylsmagic�ute.com
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Inclusion Using the Florida Access Points for Students with Signi�cant Cognitive Disabilities 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 25

This professional development opportunity will allow parents and educators to understand the Florida 
Standards, the access points and essential understandings, and how they can be used to sca�old instruction 
for students with signi�cant cognitive disabilities in the general education setting. Topics will include access 
points, inclusion, presumed competence, diploma options, the Florida Standards Alternate Assessment, and 
many resources will be shared.

Jennifer Middleswart
FDLRS/NEFEC
3841 Reid Street
Palatka, FL 32177
(386) 329-3811
middleswartj@nefec.org

IEPs for Dads
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 26

This workshop will demystify the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) process for fathers to easily understand, 
enabling them to become active participants. Wilbur Hawke is the father of two sons, one with a disability, 
and he was a stay at home dad after his youngest became sick at just six months old. He navigated hospitals, 
pediatricians, the early intervention program, and the public school system successfully. He was responsible for 
his child’s IEP and did all the meetings until his son was old enough to make his own decisions. He has taught 
parents how to access the special education process based on this personal experience for more than twenty 
years. His goal is to help dads (and moms too) to understand how to do non-emotional, clearly-documented, 
collaborative business with a focus on outcomes.

Wilbur Hawke
Central Florida Parent Center
1322 Delaware Avenue
Palm Harbor, FL 34683
(727) 789-2400
wilburhawke@embarqmail.com

Parents Helping Parents and the Gardiner Scholarship 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 27

In 2014, as parents of new recipients, we had no consistent source of information on how to use this scholarship. 
Many other parents were in the same boat. We started a Facebook support group to share information. We 
have over 1,000 members, parents and providers, helping each other learn how to use the scholarship, submit 
claims, and get help when a problem arises. This is a no-drama group that works for positive changes in the 
scholarship. If you have or are seeking this scholarship, �nd out if this group is right for you.

F
ri

da
y



The 19th Annual Family CAFÉ 37

Tracy Card Donna Berman
Florida Gardiner Scholarship Florida Gardiner Scholarship
Parents and Providers Facebook Group Parents and Providers Facebook Group
1317 West Hampshire Boulevard 57 Ravenwood Drive
Citrus Springs, FL 34434 Port Orange, FL 32129
(386) 690-9986 (386) 566-8566
ladyjack�@aol.com donna32129@gmail.com

FDLRS Parent/Guardian Webinar Series 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 28

This presentation will provide an overview of the webinar series that is being o�ered to parents and guardians 
of students with disabilities. The webinar series is broken into �ve parts and includes:

1. Understanding the world of Exceptional Student Education
2. Understanding the Individual Education Plan
3. Instructional Practices
4. Connecting Families with Agencies and other resources
5. Family and School Partnerships

Participants will have an opportunity to review the components of the webinar with the presenter and ask 
questions to gain further understanding.

Tracy Umpenhour Sallie Payne
FDLRS Administration Project FDLRS Administration Project
3841 Reid Street 3841 Reid Street
Palatka, FL 32177 Palatka, FL 32177
(386) 312-2278  (386) 312-3829
umpenhourt@nefec.org paynes@nefec.org

How to Get Out of Survival Mode and Back to Living Life on Your Terms! 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 29

When my youngest son was born with a rare life-threatening disorder that made him ventilator-dependent for 
life, survival mode was my only story and I thought I’d be stuck there forever. I gave it my all but I increasingly felt 
overwhelmed, angry, exhausted, isolated, anxious, and depressed. I realized over time that I could only give for 
so long before my mind and body gave out. Staying in survival mode wasn’t sustainable, nor healthy. I had to 
rediscover who I was, what I needed and wanted out of life, and how to make that happen in this “New Normal.”

Nicole Ott
Communication WITHOUT Boundaries LLC
2401 Karba Way
Kissimmee, FL 34746
(407) 361-8322
nicole.ott@yahoo.com
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 Mental Health and Secondary Transition: What Families Need to Know  
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30 
Bayhill 30

Youth with mental health disabilities are often at risk for dropping out of high school, leading to poor post-
school outcomes, such as employment and post-secondary education. This presentation will provide an 
overview of the role mental health plays in secondary transition for students with emotional/behavioral 
disabilities (E/BD) or mental health concerns, including key elements of a successful transition. Utilizing 
expertise from two discretionary projects, one focused on supporting students with E/BD (SEDNET), and 
one focused on secondary transition (Project 10), the presentation will be tailored to identify resources and 
supports available to students and families during secondary transition.

Nickie Zenn  Danielle Roberts-Dahm
SEDNET Region Project 10
140 7th Avenue South, SVB 112 140 7th Avenue South, SVB 112
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 873-4660  (727) 873-4660
nzenn@usfsp.edu lroberts@usfsp.edu

Listen Twice As Silence Speaks 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 31

LISTEN . . . STOP! LOOK! LISTEN! AS a caregiver, how e�ective are you in communicating with extended family, 
doctors, school personnel, therapists, clergy, and employers on behalf of the silent speakers? Experience what 
it means to listen twice as much with eyes, ears, and body, to adequately partner with an advocate for non-
verbal individuals. Develop the skills and techniques necessary to enhance non-verbal interpretation and 
communication. This hands-on session provides strategies and skills to support 
successful relationships and healthy interactions.

Charmaine Jennings
Chosen Life Specialists
8517 North Hamner Avenue
Tampa, FL 33604
(813) 927-0562
mrs.charmaine.jennings@gmail.com

Human Tra�cking 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 32

Human Tra�cking is modern-day slavery and it is happening right here in the United States. Florida is ranked 
third in the nation for potential human tra�cking cases. The Agency for Persons with Disabilities presents a 
training on what human tra�cking is, how to identify a victim, and how you can make a di�erence in your 
community.
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Meghan Murray
Agency for Persons with Disabilities
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380
Tallahassee, FL 32399
meghan.murray@apdcares.org

Self Determination – A Path to Success 
Friday, June 16, 1:30-2:30
Bayhill 33

This panel will discuss the challenges and successes of three individuals who have encountered ups and 
downs along the path of life, and who have found some innovative ways to live their lives. The panel will also 
discuss the importance of speaking up for yourself and working in partnership with employers, state agencies, 
and the community to live a ful�lled life. Speci�c information will be shared about working with Vocational 
Rehabilitation. 

The panel members are all individuals who have lived their lives to the fullest and have taken challenges 
head-on. They each provide unique perspectives for others to hear and learn from. Each individual is involved 
in the Home and Community-Based Waiver program, either as a person receiving services, or as a provider of 
services under the waiver. Learning to budget your iBudget waiver dollars has been a part of that journey.
Denise Arnold, the Deputy Director of Programs for APD, brings many years of experience in the �eld to 
serve as moderator.

Robyn Stawski  Ryan Chandler 
New Tampa Family YMCA Chandler Support Services
15210 Amberly Drive, Apt 1612 2136 Herschel Street 
Tampa, Florida 33647  Jacksonville, FL 32204
Robyn.stawski@gmail.com chandlersupportservices@gmail.com

LeeRockne W. Lee, M.A., CRC Denise Arnold (Moderator)
VR Consultant Unit 15D Agency for Persons with Disabilities
1313 North Tampa Street, Suite 801 4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380
Tampa, FL 33602 Tallahassee, FL 32399
 (813) 233-3630  Denise.arnold@apdcares.org
www.rehabworks.org  

2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  ................................................. Pyramid Players, Foyer
2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. .................................................. Royal DJs, Foyer

Gatorland Wildlife Show/Active Leisure for Life! 
 Friday, June 16, 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Regency Ballroom

Be introduced to Florida’s most famous resident and watch as the excitement builds when an American 
alligator enters the room! You will meet an entertaining Gator Wrangler from GATORLAND who will share 
stories of close encounters with some of the world’s most feared predators. Then get ready for your own 
up-close encounter with an American alligator! Learn about wildlife native to Florida. Meet the reptiles, 
mammals, and birds up close and in person, that you don’t see every day!
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 Meet Your School Liaison O�cers
Friday, June 16, 3:30-4:30
Celebration 5

Participants will have an opportunity to meet School Liaison O�cers throughout the state of Florida. The School 
Liaison O�cer (SLO) serves as the primary liaison between schools, commands, and military parents pertaining to K-12 
educational issues. The job of the SLO involves informing and linking military families to the resources and information 
need to maximize the educational opportunities to ensure academic success for all military associated children.

Florida Military Family Special Needs Network
1313 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Suite 301
Coral Gables, FL 33134
(772) 342-7665
mvbark@hotmail.com

3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

ARC Smoke Detector Project
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 1

In response to an awareness that they discovered responding to single family �res, Red Cross has initiated 
a project to place smoke detectors in the homes of individuals. This workshop will describe the project, 
present some of the stunning results, and demonstrate how to get involved.  

James Hagan  Nicole King
American Red Cross American Red Cross
1115 Easterwood Drive 1115 Easterwood Drive 
Tallahassee, FL 32311 Tallahassee, FL 32311
(772) 233-6330  (850) 878-6080
James.Hagen@redcross.org  nicole.king@redcross.org

A Family Discussion: College is a Realistic Goal! 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 2

Inclusive postsecondary education (IPSE) programs, for individuals with intellectual disabilities, continue 
to emerge in large and small Florida communities. This dynamic growth has resulted in 15 (and counting) 
Florida college programs.

While participants will learn about these college programs and the resources (https://www.FCIHE.com) and 
supports available through the Florida Consortium on Inclusive Higher Education (FCIHE), they will be asked 
to provide their input on the needs of students with intellectual disabilities and their families to access and 
succeed in college and career pathways. This input will help to inform the Consortium’s support to Florida’s 
students and families.
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Kathleen Becht, Ph.D. Diana Valle-Riestra, Ph.D. L. Danielle Roberts-Dahm
University of Central Florida Florida International University University of South Florida
PO Box 163661 11200 SW 8th Street St. Petersburg
Orlando, FL 32816 Miami, FL 33199 529 1st Street South
(407) 823-1099 (305) 348-3783 St. Petersburg, FL 33199
kathleen.becht@ucf.edu riestrad@�u.edu (727) 417-1386

lroberts@usfsp.edu

Introduction to Active Parenting: Setting Your Child Up for Success in Today’s World 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 3

Rearing children in today’s turbulent society can present challenges for parents. We want to protect and 
prepare our children to survive and thrive in today’s society and give them the tools they need to succeed. In 
this session, learn some of the tools from the Active Parenting™ curriculum, including styles of parenting, 
the importance of giving children choices, and building relationships with our children.

Carol Beitler
FDLRS Reach
1701 North West 23rd Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311
(754) 321-3400
carol.beitler@browardschools.com

My Money and Making a Plan; What is Good and Bad Debt? 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 6

The My Money Program, created by the Florida Department of Financial Services, is a �nancial literacy 
program designed for individuals with developmental disabilities. This �nancial education curriculum will 
provide information and resources to help empower every Floridian with the knowledge to work towards 
�nancial independence. The module Good and Bad Debt teaches students about the di�erent kinds of debt, 
types of loans, credit cards, how to manage purchases made on credit, understanding the credit bureau 
system, and how to build good credit.

Tara Y. Davis
Tallahassee State Bank a Divison of Synovus Bank
601 North Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 205-5153
taradavis@talstatebank.com
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 Choosing Work
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 7

Everybody Works Everybody Wins: The top 10 reasons why working while disabled may be for you!

Taylor Blanca
Social Security Administration
blanca.taylor@ssa.gov

Learn About the Family Care Council 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 8

The Family Care Councils (FCCs) are groups of volunteers who advocate for people with developmental 
disabilities and their families. In 1993, the Florida Legislature created the FCCs (Chapter 393.502, Florida 
Statutes) in each service are of APD to advise the agency, develop a plan for the delivery of family support 
services within the local area, and monitor the implementation and e�ectiveness of services and supports 
provided under the plan. O�cial FCC members are appointed by the governor. Each council consists of 
individuals with developmental disabilities, as well as, parents, siblings, grandparents, and guardians of people 
with developmental disabilities who qualify for APD services. Each council is made up of 10 to 15 members. 
The council membership re�ects the geographical areas and the various disabilities, ethnicity, and ages served 
by the agency. All interested persons are encouraged to become committee members of their local councils.

Mary Smith  Stephanie Rogers
Family Care Council Florida Agency for Persons with Disabilities
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380 4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(904) 718-9296  (850) 491-0353
pcaplusinc@bellsouth.net Stephanie.Rogers@apdcares.org

How to Help Every Child Have Success in Daycares,  
Preschools, or Childcare Settings
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00 
Celebration 9

All parents want their children to be successful in their preschool, daycare, or child care centers. But sometimes 
your child struggles and as a parent, this can make you feel stressed and frustrated. We will discuss many ideas 
to help every child be successful in these settings and problem-solve any struggles that your family is facing. If 
you work in this setting, these strategies will be helpful to you too. These ideas are easily implemented without 
taking extra time out of your day. Let’s focus on creating a win-win situation for the family and sta�!

Jeremi Grosser
Health Planning Council/EarlySteps Southwest Florida
8961 Daniels Center Drive, Suite 401
Fort Myers, FL 33912
(239) 834-9631
jeremigrosser@hpcswf.com
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Arts for All 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 10

Create art with your child! The arts provide children wonderful forms of self-expression and communication, 
especially for children with disabilities. This workshop focuses on visual art tools and materials that can 
be purchased or adapted so that all children can have meaningful artmaking and creative expression 
opportunities. This session will be part lecture and part exploration time with the materials and tools.
By the end of the session you will realize you do not have to be an artist to make art with your children.

Jennifer Sabo
VSA Florida
4202 East Fowler Avenue, EDU 105
Tampa, FL 33620
(813) 974-0766
jsabo@usf.edu

Navigating the Transition Process and Vocational Rehabilitation 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 11

This presentation will focus on empowering individuals as they go through the transition process from 
school to employment or post-secondary education. Topics will include: transition planning and TIEPs 
(Transition IEPs), Vocational Rehabilitation, the Client Assistance Program, and updates to the Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA). The main goal of our presentation is to provide attendees with 
information related to transition so they can advocate for appropriate services from their IEP teams and 
vocational rehabilitation counselors.

Janniell Vazquez
Disability Rights Florida
1930 Harrison Street, Suite 104
Hollywood, FL 33020
(800) 342-0823
janniellv@disabilityrights�orida.org

Advocacy: Learning to Stand
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 13

In advocacy, the most important tool is your voice. With this, you can let people know what issues or problems 
that you have. You can do this in various of ways such as through social media, letters, emails, and other di�erent 
ways. Perhaps the one thing that e�ective advocates have is their ability to stand enduringly. Meaning, they 
don’t back down from their stance nor change it. From this presentation, you will learn how to voice your 
message and to be persistent with it. By learning this tool, you can be e�ective and cause change on any level.

Ryan Turner  Tammy Turner
1406 Delano Trent Street 1406 Delano Trent Street
Ruskin, FL 33570 Ruskin, FL 33570
(813) 407-2880  (813) 298-8012
ryanneodt@aol.com tammyvturner@aol.com
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 See a Need, Fill a Need
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 14

If you’ve dreamed of a career in Hospitality, yet aren’t sure where to begin, look no further than CareerSource 
Palm Beach County’s Hospitality Program of the Palm Beaches. Learn how CSPBC developed this �rst of its kind 
program to assist individuals with unique abilities in learning the fundamentals of lodging operations. Students 
earned a national certi�cation from the American Hotel and Lodging Institute upon graduation. Through a 
combination of classroom-based and hands-on learning, students developed the skills needed to help support 
the 60,000+ Hospitality positions in Palm Beach County to lower the unemployment rate for individuals with 
disabilities, which is almost three times higher than for those without barriers to unemployment.

Dr. Elsa DeGoias Eric Freilich
CareerSource Palm Beach County CareerSource Palm Beach County
3400 Belvedere Road 3400 Belvedere Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33406 West Palm Beach, FL 33406
(561) 340-1060  (561) 340-1060
edegoias@careersourcepbc.com efreilich@careersourcepbc.com

22Q Roundtable 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 15

Do you or someone you love have 22q11.2 Syndrome? Whether you know it as 22q, VCFS, DiGeorge, or 
Shprintzen Syndrome, it is now believed to be the second most common genetic syndrome (1:1,000 live 
births). Yet most people have never heard of it. Come talk with parents and people with 221 who will 
understand! We will share our experiences, and help you answer questions, gather information, and meet 
others facing similar situations. Learn more about what the future holds for you or your loved one, while 
becoming part of our 22q family.

Maria Kneipple Diane Walcher Kristina Buchholtz
2920 South West 80th Avenue 1377 Torreya Circle 445 NE 35th Street
Miami, FL 33155 North Fort Myers, FL 33917 Boca Raton, FL 33917
(305) 519-4059 (239) 849-7351 (561) 674-2530
miami22q@gmail.com 87hoya87@gmail.com kristinabuchholtz@hotmail.com

Shaping Behavior with Apps for iPad 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Celebration 16

This workshop will help parents use iPad apps to shape their child’s behavior. There are many apps available 
to use for scheduling, timers, rewards, and organization. This would be especially helpful for parents with 
children with Attention De�cit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADD or ADHD), Autism (ASD), Asperger’s, Speci�c 
Learning Disability (SLD), or Emotional Behavioral Disability (EBD). So bring your iPad and let’s �nd the apps!

Helen Burton
SEDNET Region 8B
25 East Hickpochee Avenue
Labelle, FL 33935
(863) 674-4164 Ext 238
burtonh@hendry-schools.net
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Guardian Advocacy (Tutelaje de Abogacía) 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 17

Guardian Advocacy is a process under §393.12 of the Florida Statutes for family members, caregivers, or 
friends of individuals with a developmental disability to obtain the legal authority to act on their behalf. 
This presentation aims to explain what guardian advocacy is, who quali�es for the protection of a guardian 
advocacy, and how to apply for a court appointment as a guardian advocate.

Roberto Cruz
Life Care Planning Law Firm, PLLC
5401 South Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL 32819
(407) 712-0348
Robertocruz@lawyer.com

K-12 School Choice Scholarships 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 18

The Department of Education’s O�ce of Independent Education and Parental Choice will present information 
about Florida’s two K12 scholarship programs for students with disabilities: the John M. McKay Scholarship Program 
and the Gardiner Scholarship Program. These programs were established by the legislature to provide parents 
with educational options to better meet the individual educational needs of eligible children, o�ering student-
directed funding and parent-directed choices. The presentation will include a discussion of eligibility requirements, 
application options, approved uses for scholarship funds, and parent responsibilities under each of the programs.

Cathy Russell Scott Earley Kate Go�
Florida Department of Education Florida Department of Education Florida Department of Education
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1044 325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1044 325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1044
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Tallahassee, FL 32399 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-0502 (850) 245-0502 (850) 245-0502
cathy.russell@�doe.org scott.earley@�doe.org kate.go�@�doe.org

Preparing for Self Support Now and In the Future 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 20

This presentation is geared toward those with disabilities who want to go to work or back to work and are able 
to do so. Social Security has two disability programs: Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Social Security 
Disability Income (SSDI). In this presentation we will discuss the di�erence between the two programs, and 
explain the many work incentives available to individuals who have disabilities and are entitled to a bene�t on 
one or both of these programs. Some of the work incentives provide encouragement to go to work now, while 
others can help prepare for work in the future.
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Jodie C. Oakes Dorothy Bailey
Social Security Administration Social Security Administration
1200 Rev Abraham Woods JR. Boulevard 1200 Rev Abraham Woods Jr. Boulevard
Birmingham, AL 35282 Birmingham, AL 35282
(205) 801-3462 (205) 801-3463
jodie.c.oakes@ssa.gov dorothy.bailey@ssa.gov

Navigating the Response to Intervention (Rtl) Process 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 21

In this presentation we will focus on educating parents on the Response to Intervention (RtI) process. We will 
explain what the RtI process is, how parents can be involved in it, and what happens next. The main goal of 
this presentation is to equip the attendees with the basic knowledge to be prepared to handle discussions 
with a school district related to the Response to Intervention and Eligibility Process.

Megan Collins
Disability Rights Florida
1930 Harrison Street, Suite 104
Hollywood, FL 33020
(850) 488-9071
meganc@disabilityrights�orida.org

Behavioral Health Services within the Community and School 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 22

Disability Rights Florida will teach you how to navigate and obtain behavioral health services in the 
community and in schools. The presentation will focus on wrap around services, community based services, 
accessing services in the school setting, and trauma informed care. The main objective is to provide the 
essential tools to advocate for needed behavioral health services.

Nately Alvarez
Disability Rights Florida
2473 Care Drive, Suite 200
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(800) 342-0823
natelya@disabilityrights�orida.org

Beyond Person-First Language: Self-Advocacy and the Words We Use 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 23

Unexpectedly, individuals whose disabilities a�ect socialization often report that they have been taught (and required 
to use) social strategies that impeded (rather than furthering) developmentally appropriate socialization in various 
contexts. The presenters (disability professionals who themselves have disabilities which a�ect socialization) use samples 
and exercises to share their observations and experiences (professional as well as personal) with situation in which the 
recommended “appropriate behavior” failed to take account of social context and other realities which may make certain 
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standard social skills strategies unusable—or even dangerous—for at least some individuals with disabilities who are 
required to learn and apply these.

Kate Gladstone James Williams
Handwriting Repair/Handwriting that Works 2300 Scott Road
165 North Allen Street Northbrook, IL 60062
Albany, NY 12206 (224) 628-6629
(518) 482-6763 jmw820@comcast.net
handwritingrepair@gmail.com

Dads, Yes We Can! 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 24

This session is for dads only, please. Cody Colchado is a passionate and energetic presenter who intertwines his personal 
story of vision and hearing loss with insights he has gained from parenting. Cody speaks to balancing his relationship 
and time with his son who has a cranial facial disorder called Moebius Syndrome and with his daughter who does not 
have disabilities. Cody blends wit, humor, and strength, as he engages dads to share their challenges and successes on 
staying involved and taking an active role in family life. Cody draws from his career as a champion powerlifter, martial 
artist, coach for athletes with disabilities, and a motivational speaker. Cody became the �rst American to win the title of 
World’s Strongest Disabled Man in Iceland 2015. Resources for information on supporting youth with dual sensory loss 
will be shared by Emily Taylor-Snell as part of the Florida and Virgin Islands Deaf-Blind Collaborative Mission.

Cody Colchado Emily Taylor-Snell
34747 Prairie Ridge Way University of Florida, Florida and
Zephyrhills, FL 33541 Virgin Islands Deaf-Blind Collaborative
(813) 817-1873 34747 Prairie Ridge Way
etsnell74@gmail.com Zephyrhills, FL 33541

(813) 817-1873
etsnell74@gmail.com

Letting Go: Time to Land the Helicopter 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 25

The Letting Go workship examines the importance of encouraging independence in a child with special 
needs. The workshop also discusses how hard it can be for parents to step back and o�er the increasing 
levels of freedom to the child to allow the child to develop that independence. Finally, the training o�ers 
some ideas for parents in learning how to let go in a constructive fashion.

Mark Keith
Resource Materials & Technology Center – Deaf/ Hard of Hearing
FSDB, 207 San Marco Avenue
Saint Augustine, FL 32084
(904) 827-2731
keithm@fsdb.k12.�.us
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Loving Your Life 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 26

This interactive and motivational workshop will inspire you to be happy everyday as a mom of children with 
special needs. Taking care of you, while you take care of others is a priority, and it starts by making a choice. 
In this mini course we will walk you through the challenges that are holding you back from being the best 
person you can be. You will come away with the simple tweaks you need to make that will immediately 
change your life. A workbook will be available.

Linda James Bennett
Exceptional Parents Place
9222 Leswood Street
Orlando, FL 32825
(352) 575-0066
linda@exceptionalparentsplace.com

Respite in Florida 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 27

In this informative presentation, you will learn of the critical statewide need for respite care, the various 
types of respite care, as well as the role you may play in increasing awareness of the need for respite care. 
Additionally, you will learn about the Florida Lifespan Respite Alliance and ways you may bene�t from and 
participate in the FLRA.

Kasey Cunningham
Florida Lifespan Respite Alliance
1625 Copper�eld Circle
Tallahassee, FL 32312
(850) 339-2843
kasey�ra@gmail.com

The History of Disabilities 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 29

Disabilities are a natural part of life and have been throughout human history. This PowerPoint presentation 
goes back to the dawn of man and covers how disabilities were viewed and how people with disabilities 
were treated by various societies throughout history.

Joanne Sagona  Andrew Sagona
9020 Northwest 8th Street, Apt 507 9020 NW 8th Street, Apt. 507
Miami, FL 33172 Miami, FL 33172
(407) 319-2085  (407) 319-0615
jsagona@hotmail.com andrew.sagona@gmail.com
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 Mental Health Roundtable
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 30

Roundtable sessions provide an opportunity for individuals and families dealing with similar circumstances to 
learn from each other and �nd support. This session will bring together attendees to talk about mental health, 
how it impacts our families and communities, and what we do to stay well and thrive with a mental health 
diagnosis. Learn about what The Family Café is doing to bring attention to mental health in 
Florida, and share your own thoughts, questions and concerns on the issue in this open conversation!

Jeremy Countryman
The Family Café, Inc.
820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(888) 309-CAFÉ
jcountryman@familycafe.net

Navigating Employment Services
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 32

The Agency for Persons with Disabilities and the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation are working together, 
both in Tallahassee and across the state, to increase successful outcomes for individuals with disabilities seeking 
employment. In this session, we will discuss each agency’s supported employment program aspects including 
eligibility, direct assistance o�ered, how each funding system works, and how APD and VR are working together 
to o�er Floridians with disabilities the opportunity to work competitively in the community.

Meghan Murray Jan Pearce
Agency for Persons with Disabilities Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380 4050 Esplanade Way
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 410-2876  jan.pearce@vr.�doe.org
meghan.murray@apdcares.org 

iConnect: the Future of Electronic Consumer Records 
Friday, June 16, 3:00-4:00
Bayhill 33

The Agency for Persons with Disabilities has embarked on an exciting new project. iConnect is a software 
system that will allow consumers and families to see their electronic records and keep up-to-date with the 
services provided to you. Essential to this data system is the electronic veri�cation of services and electronic visit 
veri�cation (EVV) to ensure services are delivered as approved by the agency.

APD serves a consumer base of approximately 54,000. Additionally, there are approximately 1,000 Waiver 
Support Coordinators and over 5,000 provider companies, both large and small, with an employee base of 
approximately 35,000 to 50,000 workers.
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Arthur Barndt Denise Arnold Naru Nayak
Agency for Persons with Disabilities Agency for Persons with Disabilities Agency for Persons with Disabilities
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380 4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380 4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Tallahassee, FL 32399 Tallahassee, FL 32399
arthur.barndt@apdcares.org denise.arnold@apdcares.org naru.nayak@apdcares.org

4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. ................................................. Pyramid Players, Foyer
4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. .................................................. Brazilian Voices, Foyer

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Disaster Preparedness (Get a Plan)
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 1

This will be a traditional Get A Plan workshop that will focus on resources to Get a Plan, Build a Kit, Be Informed. 

Marcia Warfel Christy Rojas Bev Byerts
Volunteer Florida Volunteer Florida FL Division of Emergency Management
3800 Esplanade Way, Suite 180 3800 Esplanade Way, Suite 180 2555 Shumard Oak Blvd
Tallahassee, FL 32311 Tallahassee, FL 32311 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 414-7400 (850) 414-7400 (850) 922-5230
Marcia@volunteer�orida.org Christy@volunteer�orida.org Beverly.Byerts@em.my�orida.com

Jump Back in the Pilot’s Seat and Fly! 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 2

Join nationally renowned speaker and entrepreneur Evan Piper for an inspiring presentation on how 
simple life changes reap enormous bene�ts. After an airplane accident left him in a wheelchair, 
Evan applied his unique business success formula to create attitudes and principles that empowered him 
to achieve, grow, and succeed. He remains an active and successful entrepreneur, and he still �ies a plane with 
hand controls of his own design. Attendees leave with a new outlook and con�dence that they can 
take immediate action to improve their lives.

Evan Piper
The Piper Companies
1885 North East 149th Street, Suite A
North Miami, FL 33181
(305) 216-3050
epiper@piperco.com
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Behaviorally Challenged Students—Advocating for Appropriate Supports and Services 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 3

Students with behavioral health needs are often removed from the classroom, missing out on important 
instructional time. Many students are suspended, expelled, baker acted, or arrested for manifestations of 
their disability and their behavior is often misunderstood. This presentation will focus on how to advocate 
for appropriate supports and services, when to request a Functional Behavior Assessment and Positive 
Behavior Intervention Plan. Also covered will be restraint and seclusion, and how to keep your child safe. 
The presentation will allow for open dialogue between presenter and participants.

Ann Siegel
Disability Rights Florida
1930 Harrison Street, Suite 104
Hollywood, FL 33020
(850) 488-9071 ext 9790
anns@disabilityrights�orida.org

Encouraging Physical Activity for Children with Disabilities
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 4

The Disability and Health Program is currently adapting and implementing an evidence-based 
Comprehensive School Physical Activity Program (CSPAP) designed to improve the physical activity 
opportunities for children with mobility limitations and/or intellectual disabilities. The CSPAP is designed 
to teach children to use every opportunity to be physically active before, during, and after school. In this 
presentation, we will focus on how the Disability and Health Program is working with schools to adapt this 
initiative for children with disabilities and incorporating them at school and at home.

Bryan Russell
Florida Department of Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A-18
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-4444 Ext 3807
bryan.russell@�health.gov

Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 5

Participants will learn about the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children. 
The Compact was developed in an e�ort to reduce the educational and emotional issues encountered 
when children of military personnel transfer from schools in one state to schools in another. It addresses the 
di�erence in requirements among states involving immunizations, the entrance ages for kindergarten and 
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�rst grade, exit exams, and graduation requirements. It also includes provisions dealing with participating in 
extracurricular activities, course placement, enrollment in highly capable challenging programs, and other 
issues unique to the transitioning military family.

Curtis Jenkins
USF-FLDOE
325 West Gaines Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-7851
ctjenkins@usf.edu

ABLE United: The Basics on ABLE Accounts
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 6

The Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act allows individuals with disabilities to save money tax-
free for a wide variety of future expenses—including transportation, housing, and education—while 
maintaining bene�ts, such as SSI and Medicaid. ABLE United, Florida’s quali�ed ABLE program, provides 
new opportunities and can change the way you plan for short-term expenditures and establish long-term 
savings. In this session, we’ll discuss everything you need to know about the ABLE act and how you can start 
achieving a better life experience through ABLE United.

John Finch
ABLE United
1801 Hermitage Boulevard, Suite 210
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 488-8514
john.�nch@ableunited.com

Explorarion Leads to Discovery: New Supports for 
Community-Based Employment
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 7

The HCBS settings Final Rule has set new parameters for the characteristics and qualities required for 
community-based employment services. MCOs are embracing the challenge. One of these services is 
Exploration, designed to help an individual make an informed choice about whether he or she wants to 
pursue individual, integrated employment or self-employment. The service includes introductory activities 
to identify interests and skills and includes business tours, job shadowing or informational interviews, and is 
highly individualized. In this presentation, Amerigroup will share some of their experiences with utilization of 
this new service and the impact it is having on community-based employment.
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Patricia Nobbie Emily Davidson
Anthem, Inc. Anthem, Inc.
3828 Georgia Avenue Northwest, Apt #631 2406 North 31st Street, Apt. 1
Washington, DC 20011 Tacoma, WA 98407
(202) 794-3442 (296) 445-5181
patricia.nobbie@anthem.com emily.davidson@anthem.com

The Florida Navigator: Your Map to Access State Agency Disability Services 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 8

The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) has several tools to assist families in �nding resources in 
their community and state services programs. This session will share where families can access these tools 
and how to navigate through the di�erent resources.

Stephanie Rogers Mary Smith
Agency for Persons with Disabilities Family Care Council Florida
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380 PO Box 300100
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Fern Park, FL 32730
(850) 491-0353 (800) 470-8101
Stephanie.Rogers@apdcares.org msmithfccf@gmail.com

Low Tech (Recycled Toy Ideas) and High Tech Tools (iPad) 
for Infants and Toddlers
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 9

Presented by an Early Steps Family Resource Specialist, this workshop will show you some easy low-tech 
ideas to help your developing infant or toddler using everyday items around your home, and creating items 
by recycling. We will also share some of the ideas and fascination of using high-tech tools (such as the iPad) 
with your child—in addition to the cautions and concerns of using these items too much with children 
under the age of three.

Paula Keyser
Early Steps
480 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 415-7339
paula.keyser@jhmi.edu
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Money Management: A Financial Education Workshop
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 10

A Financial Education Workshop for Youth – Do you have plans to get your own place, go to college, buy a 
new car, to take a vacation, or to buy a new television? Learn how to create a spending plan to manage your 
�nances and achieve your goals. In this workshop, each youth will also create a dream board to visualize what 
they want to save for and how they will achieve their goal.

Melanie Magill  Samora Cunningham
CareerSource Broward CareerSource Broward
6301 North West 5th Way, Suite 3000 6301 NW 5th Way, Suite 3000
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
(945) 202-3830 ext 3119 (954) 202-3830
mmagill@careersourcebroward.com scunningham@careersourcebroward.com

Luz Arcila
CareerSource Broward
6301 NW 5th Way, Suite 3000
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
(954) 202-3830
larcila@careersourcebroward.com

Transition Basics: Focus on Graduation Requirements 
and Postsecondary Options 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 11

In this presentation we will review research on the importance of family involvement, di�erent diploma 
options and graduation requirements, self-advocacy and self-determination, a variety of postsecondary 
options, and resources supporting family involvement in transition planning. The goal of this training is 
to help students with disabilities, their families, and other community partners, understand the various 
graduation options and review some postsecondary possibilities.

Lisa Friedman-Chavez
Project 10: Transition Education Network
University of South Florida St. Petersburg 
140 7th Avenue South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
(786) 417-3904
lfchavez@usfsp.edu
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2017 Legislative Update and Advocacy Tips
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 12

The presentation begins with a report on the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council’s 2017 
Legislative Platform and all the legislative outcomes for individuals with developmental disabilities 
and their families from the 2017 Legislative Session. Advocacy techniques that were used will be 
illustrated for self-advocates and their families so that they can understand how to advocate and 
how they can truly have an impact on the process. Preparation for the 2018 Legislative Session and 
other advocacy techniques for participants will be included to encourage those who want to learn 
about the legislative process and educate their legislators about the needs of individuals with 
developmental disabilities.

Margaret J. Hooper, MSW
Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc.
124 Marriott Drive, Suite 203
Tallahassee, FL 32311
(850) 294-0052
margaretd@fddc.org

Come and Chat with The FYC
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 13

Come sit and talk with The Florida Youth Council. We would love to get to know you while you learn about 
what The Florida Youth Council is, what we do, and who we are as individual council members. 
Pizza will be served.

Natasha Germain Derek Carraway Ruben “Rocky” Castro Shevie Barnes 
The Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council
The Family Café, Inc.
820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100 Ian Horowitz Christopher Regan Christina Waldron
Tallahassee, FL 32301 Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council
(850) 224-4670
ngermain@familycafe.net Dakota Smoot Josue Tapia Ortiz Serena Wetmore

Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council
Megan Germain
Florida Youth Council 

Making an Informed Employment Decision by Knowing 
Your Employment  Options
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30 
Celebration 14

The Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act (WIOA) has opened up the doors of opportunity for all students 
with disabilities, ages 15-21, by identifying speci�c services that will help them successfully transition 
from high school. Vocational Rehabilitation has embraced this notion by creating a menu of services that 
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help students reach their post-school outcomes. Section 511 of WIOA is of particular importance to youth 
24 and under because it requires individuals to complete various activities before they are employed at 
a subminimum wage. These activities ensure youth are well informed and have a choice in regards to 
employment services and career options. This session will take a deeper look into WIOA and explain how 
Pre-Employment Transition Services and Career Counseling Information Services lead to individuals making 
an informed decision about their future.

Sheila Ward
Vocational Rehabilitation
4070 Esplanade Way
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-3347
sheila.ward@vr.�doe.org

Making the Most of Your IEP Meeting 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 15

This presentation will give you a look into an IEP meeting from both sides of the table. The presenter is not 
only a parent of a child with special needs, but also a Florida educator. We will cover how to maximize your 
time in a meeting. We will review what questions you might want to ask that you have not thought of before. 
We will also discuss what you can do after the meeting is over. Tips and strategies to ensure that your student 
is getting the best education possible will be shared.

Matthew Sokalski
Hillsborough Teacher
2119 Valterra Vista Way
Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 422-4711
silentearllives@yahoo.com

La Importancia de Manejar Emociones E�cazmente para Padres, Educadores, y 
Cuidadores de Ninos con Discapacidades (The Importance of Managing Emotions 
E�ectively for Parents, Educators and Caregivers of Children with Disabilities) 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Celebration 16

Parents of children with ASD are extremely strong, both emotionally and mentally. As parents, we should 
be teachers, counselors, and a comforting shoulder. We have to be such a source of unconditional love that 
is so necessary for our children. However, sometimes it becomes di�cult to remember to stay positive. We 
learn quickly that raising a child with autism can o�er many challenges, frustrations, and sometimes anxiety. 
Our positive aspects can be completely buried under our own emotions. Come and learn how Emotional 
Intelligence can serve as a skill to see, use, understand, and manage both our own and our children’s 
emotions and feelings, which is so necessary to better protect and support our children.

Carmen Rivera  Milagro Rubio Perroni Gladys Beltran
Reaching New Horizons for Autism, Inc 3193 Timucua Circle Osceola Star Newspaper
3193 Timucua Circle Orlando, FL 32837 2091 The Oaks Boulevard
Olando, FL 32837 (407) 256-7531 Kissimmee, FL 32837
(321) 663-8537 milagro.rubio@gmail.com (787) 951-7007
criverahome@yahoo.com glbeltran@hotmail.com
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Calling All Advocates! Partners in Policy-Making Wants You! 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 17

Come learn about the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council’s advocacy program, Partners in 
Policymaking. Partners is a leadership training program that helps individuals with developmental disabilities 
and family members learn how to work with policymakers to improve the lives of persons with disabilities. 
Based on a national model, the Partners goal is to develop productive partnerships between the people 
who need services and those who make policy regarding those services. Partners participants learn from 
nationally-recognized speakers on topics such as navigating the state and federal legislative process. If you 
want to be a leader in your community or improve your advocacy skills, Partners may be for you!

Stacey Hoaglund
Florida Develomental Disabilities Council
124 Marriott Drive, Suite 203
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(954) 252-8764
shoaglundpartner@gmail.com

ABC’s of Special Needs Trusts and Guardian Advocacy 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 18

This informative workshop is designed for parents, guardians, and advocates of individuals with special needs. 
Attorneys Peggy Hoyt and Sarah AuMiller will discuss the importance of legal and estate planning for families 
with special needs. A family member with special needs creates an added layer of complexity to estate 
planning—the need for advanced trust planning and guardianship. In this workshop, you will learn the basics 
of special needs trusts—both �rst party and third party trusts, including why they are important for protecting 
government bene�t eligibility and providing lifetime protection for vulnerable individuals. We will also explore 
both guardianship and guardian advocacy—when each is appropriate and why they are essential for the 
protection of your loved ones.

Margaret “Peggy” R. Hoyt 
The Law O�ces of Hoyt & Bryan 
254 Plaza Drive  
Oviedo, FL 32765 
(407) 977-8080 
peggy@hoytbryan.com

Sarah S. AuMiller
The Law O�ces of Hoyt & Bryan
254 Plaza Drive
Oviedo, FL 32765 Oviedo, FL 32765
(407) 977-8080
sarah@hoytbryan.com
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Delegate Roundtable: Cerebral Palsy 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 19

Are you looking for a chance to network with other families? Come to this session to meet other families and 
talk about what works and what does not work. This is a good time to connect a family that has a younger 
child with a family of an older one. The best education you can get is from another parent.

Cathy Seacrist
3600 Arthur Street
Hollywood, FL 33021
cathybear143@aol.com

Fair Housing – It’s  Your Right! 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 19

The Fair Housing Act of 1968 is still alive and well, but most people are not aware of their rights under the act. 
Today, discrimination is more subtle. Learn how to recognize if you have been discriminated against. Also, 
did you know that persons with disabilities are covered under the Fairy Housing Act? You may be eligible to 
receive a Reasonable Accommodation or Reasonable Modi�cation and not even know it.

Sheila Hamilton
Community Legal Services of Mid-Florida
122 East Colonial Drive
Orlando, FL 32801
(407) 841-7777
sheilah@clsmf.org

Extended School Year: The Who, What, When of ESY 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 21

In this presentation we will focus on educating parents on their student’s right to education beyond the 
regular school day/year. Topics will include: how to determine whether a child is eligible for ESY services, 
and if so, what amount and duration of services the school should be providing. The main goal of our 
presentation is to equip the attendees with basic knowledge to be prepared to handle discussions with a 
school district related to the provision of ESY services.

Megan Collins  Nately Alvarez
Disability Rights Florida Disability Rights Florida
1930 Harrison Street, Suite 104 2473 Care Drive, Suite 200
Hollywood, FL 33020 Tallahassee, FL 32308
(800) 342-0823 (800) 342-0823
meganc@disabilityrights�orida.org natelya@disabilityrights�orida.org
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Pink Art Party 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 22

Calling all ladies! Prepare for the Pink Party with a powerful purpose! Get ready to “Sip-and-Share” as paint 
brushes and markers come alive! Join us as we use creative visual art to expose and express the emotional, 
spiritual, and physical masks you and other women wear on a daily basis. Certi�ed Life Coach Specialists will 
lead the charge to help you explore the huge impact on care-giving and individuals with special needs.

Charmaine Jennings LaKeesha Shipman-Hines
Chosen Life Specialists Fire Starters Life Coaching, LLC
8517 North Hamner Avenue PO Box 484
Tampa, FL 33604 Valrico, FL 33584
(813) 927-0562 willieandkeesha@yahoo.com
mrs.charmaine.jennings@gmail.com

Driving with Autism 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 23

Mike DiMauro is an adult with autism who likes to travel the east coast of the United States and Canada. Mike 
has driven up and down the east coast several times in his life and would like to share his experiences about 
driving and traveling with autism.

Mike DiMauro
Alaska RV & Autism/My Life with Asperger’s
707 Greenwood Street
Orlando, FL 32801
(305) 619-9585
mikedimauro31784@aol.com

Man Laws for Moms: Understanding Dads and Why We Do What We Do 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 25

This workshop for moms explores reasons why dads do the things that they do related to family involvement. 
The session looks at why dads sometimes seem to disengage from emotional or stressful family situations. 
Then the session will look at strategies that can be used to help encourage dad to be more involved with a 
child with special needs and the additional responsibilities that often surround raising the child.

Mark Keith
Resource Materials & Technology Center – Deaf/ Hard of Hearing
FSDB, 207 San Marco Avenue
Saint Augustine, FL 32084
(904) 827-2731
keithm@fsdb.k12.�.us
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Healthy Living 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 26

This program will help you bridge the gap between patient and doctor relationships for people with 
disabilities.

Arizona Jenkins
New Horizons Support Group for People with Disabilities
1017 East 24th Avenue
Tampa, FL 33605
(813) 494-0111
ajenkins52@tampabay.rr.com

“You Need a Screwdriver, Not a Hammer”:  
The Tools for Coping with an Atypical Child 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 27

An unborn child once asked, how will I survive in the world? I will not be like other children. My walk may 
be slower, my speech hard to understand. I may look di�erent. What will become of me? The answer: have 
no fear. You will have exceptional parents. They will love you because you are special. Though your path 
throughout life may be di�cult, your reward will be great. You were made for a cause, and everyone around 
you will change from ordinary to special, the moment you’re born! Come discover what you need to help 
your child along the way!

Joanevia “Navi” Eason
Je�erson County Child Development Council, Inc.
4411 Bass Street
Tampa, FL 33617
(205) 920-3299
joaneviae@gmail.com

Taking the Drama out of Parenting 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 28

Are you tired of tantrums? Can’t get your child o� the ground? One of the most stressful aspects of parenting 
is dealing with challenging behaviors. Taking the drama out of parenting will provide parents with tools to 
e�ectively deal with behavioral challenges. Strategies are supported by research and based on behavior analytic 
principles. Procedures are designed to support the caregivers and teach skills to replace challenging behaviors.

Theresa Alexander Inman
Optimum Behavior Solutions
511 Lucerne Avenue, Suite 507
Lake Worth, FL 33460
(863) 697-2700
tyinmanbcba@aol.com
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Trauma and Individuals with Disabilities
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 30

This presentation will introduce a brief overview of trauma and why everyone should be aware of its 
importance: What is trauma and what are some possible causes of trauma; The importance of taking trauma 
into consideration in all aspects of life and care; The potential e�ects of trauma; Potential causes and the 
impact of trauma, speci�cally on individuals with disabilities; Available therapies for trauma; and What is 
trauma-informed care? Available resources related to trauma-informed care will be provided.

Joanne Sagona
9020 Northwest 8th Street, Apt 507
Miami, FL 33172
(407) 319-2085
jasgona@hotmail.com

WRAP for the Community 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 31

WRAP (Wellness Recovery Action Plan) is a unique and easy way to take charge of our own recovery. This 
workshop will talk about the basic components of WRAP. The facilitators will discuss how they are working to 
train and educate adult peers, youth peers, and community providers, and the importance of self-care across 
the board. Discussion will also focus on activities used to engage youth and adult participation in the groups.

Cameron Wood Crystal Lilly
Peer Support Coalition of Florida, Inc Federation of Families of Central Florida, Inc.
8000 Killian Drive 237 Fernwood Boulevard, Suite 101
Orlando, FL 32822 Fern Park, FL 32730
(407) 988-5780  (407) 615-0338
cameron@peersupport�.org clilly.�c�@gmail.com

Understanding APD Services 
Friday, June 16, 4:30-5:30
Bayhill 33

Learn how APD works in partnership with local communities and private providers to assist people who 
have developmental disabilities and their families. Discuss how APD provides assistance in identifying the 
needs of people with developmental disabilities for supports and services. Identify creative supports that 
may be available for individuals with a development disability. Acquire how one can become a client with the 
Agency for Persons with Disabilities and learn the bene�ts of being a client. Companionship services, personal 
assistance, job coaching, personal trainer, and self-advocacy training are just a few.

Diana Flores
Agency for Persons with Disabilities
401 NW 2nd Avenue
Miami, FL 33128
diana.�ores@apdcares.org

5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.  .................................Brazilian Voices, Foyer
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. ..................................The 19th Annual Summit on Disabilities, Plaza International Ballroom
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Friday, June 16, 2017
6:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M.       PLAZA INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM

The 19th annual Governor’s Summit on disabilities will feature a musical performance 
by Staar Fields a singer/songwriter, radio host, and mother of her 10 year old son 
Gabriel who was diagnosed with autism. Although Gabriel is nonverbal Staar has 
used her music to reach him and to encourage people and families across the country. 
Staar is excited about spreading her message of Hope and raising awareness of what 
it’s like having a child with special needs. For more information please visit 
www.staar�elds.com 

Join us for The 19th Annual Governor’s Summit on Disabilities 
featuring Governor Rick Scott. 

The Family Café is proud to continue its tradition of connecting Annual 
Family Café attendees with elected o�cials and policy makers at the 
highest level of government to foster a productive dialogue about the issues 
facing Floridians with disabilities and the impact public policy has on their daily 
lives. The Annual Governor’s Summit on Disabilities presents a unique opportunity to 
hear from leaders of both the Executive and Legislative branches of our state government, 
as well as representatives of multiple State Agencies that serve people with disabilities in our state.

Governor Rick Scott was elected to o�ce in 2010, and is now in his second term as Florida’s chief executive. He 
will be joined by leaders from State Agencies that serve Floridians with disabilities. Together, they will share their 
vision for our state’s service delivery system, and their thoughts on building more inclusive, accessible communities 
throughout Florida.

The 19th Annual Governor’s Summit on Disabilities promises to be both informative and memorable. The Family 
Café is committed to helping policy makers to understand what daily life is like for the people with disabilities and 
families that they serve, and to giving our attendees a chance to better understand the policy making process 
by hearing from the Governor, Legislators and State Agency representatives directly. We sincerely hope you take 
advantage of this opportunity to have your voice heard at The 19th Annual Summit on Disabilities!
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Diana Flores
Agency for Persons with Disabilities
401 NW 2nd Avenue
Miami, FL 33128
diana.�ores@apdcares.org

5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.  .................................Brazilian Voices, Foyer
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. ..................................The 19th Annual Summit on Disabilities, Plaza International Ballroom

Be Prepared
Have a Family Emergency Plan

An emergency or disaster may present unique challenges for people with disabilities and access and 
functional needs. Assess your capabilities, as well as your needs, and create a plan that will ensure your 
safety in case of a disaster or emergency.  

� Build a disaster supply kit
� Identify a support network
� Complete an Emergency Health Card (EHC)
� Arrange an out-of-town contact 

� Communicate needs and capabilities 
 with my support network
� Stay informed on local disaster procedures
� Develop plan for service animals 
 and/or family pets

Go to www.FLGetAPlan.com to build your customized Family 
Emergency Plan and for information on the Florida Special Needs Registry.

CHECK LIST

� Water (1 Gallon per person per day)
� Non-perishable food (3-Day supply)
� Manual can opener
� Flashlight and batteries
� Battery operated or hand crank radio
� NOAA weather radio
� First aid kit
� At least two week’s supply of medication, 
 medical supplies used regularly and a 
 list of allergies

� Information about where you receive 
 medication, the name of the drug and dosage 
� Medical records and primary care physician 
 contact information
� List of the style, serial number and 
 manufacturer information of needed 
 medical devices
� Service animal I.D.., veterinary records 
 and proof of ownership
� Supplies for your service animal

DISASTER SUPPLY KIT
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www.KidsGetaPlan.com
Go online with your parents for interactive games, activities 

and downloadable books to learn how to prepare for 
emergencies and disasters.

Visit 
www.FLGetaPlan.com 
for more information and 

for help building your 
emergency plan.

“Like” the Kids Get a Plan 

on Facebook and follow 

@FLGetaPlan on Twitter



The 19th Annual Family CAFÉ 65

Join Erin Callinan for a conversation about her experience living with, 
and recovering from, bipolar disorder. 

From 2001-2004, Erin endured incredibly di�cult manic and depressive 
episodes. She found herself needing an outlet. Fortunately, she kept a journal 
as a means to process the various feelings of pain, confusion, understanding and 
growth she was experiencing. 

Several years later, after relocating to Phoenix, AZ, she had the opportunity to live by herself for the �rst time. 
That change gave her the clarity to write. To re�ect. To be. Undisturbed and on her own. She encountered more 
emotional growth and con�dence than she ever knew she needed. She �nally had the chance to confront the 

great sadness she felt when she re�ected back on her life. She read through her journals from 
those earlier years, relived those horri�c memories, and faced them head on.  

She knew she had a story to tell. In May of 2013, she 
published  

Beautifully Bipolar: An Inspiring Look into Mental Illness. 

In her keynote, Erin will share the story of the trauma she 
experienced, the su�ering her family felt, the sadness 

that still lingers, and the path she traveled to wellness. Her 
powerful story illustrates the depths of bipolar disorder and 

the many ways that mental illness a�ects the lives of so many 
people. Please join us, along with Erin’s parents, to share in her 

inspiring journey of healing. 

A limited number of complimentary copies of 

Beautifully Bipolar: An Inspiring Look into Mental Illness 

will be distributed at this keynote.  
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Saturday, June 17, 2017
9:00 A.M. TO 10:30 P.M.    PLAZA INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM

Beautifully Bipolar: 
An Inspiring Look Into 

Mental Illness
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8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.   Registration Open, Registration Desk
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  Zumba, Regency Ballroom Foyer
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Exhibit Hall Open, Regency Ballroom
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Dental Screening, Regency Ballroom
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Podiatry Screening, Regency Ballroom
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Tennis, Hoverball, and Archer, Regency Ballroom 
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. FAAST, Inc. Assistive Technology Room, Regency Ballroom Q
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project Sensory Room, Orlando Ballroom L & M
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Little ELITES hosted by Special Olympics, Manatee Springs 
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Wildlife Show by Gatorland, Regency Ballroom 
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Scuba Diving without Barriers, Quiet Pool
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  ProjectFREE RisingStarz Lauren Rittenhouse, Lobby Level Foyer
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Brazilian Voices, Foyer
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Royal DJs, Foyer
10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Registration Open, Registration Desk
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Grease by Synchrony Arts Group, Barrel Spring II
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Early Steps Playgroup, Orlando Ballroom N

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
12:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. ProjectFREE The RockERs, Foyer
12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. FRIENDS Chorus, Foyer
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Arts and Crafts, Orlando Ballroom N
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. South Paci�c by Rising STARZ Performance Group, 
 Plaza International Ballroom

1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. FRIENDS Chorus, Foyer

2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Royal DJs, Foyer

4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Meet Princess Belle, Regency Ballroom 
5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Pyramid Players, Foyer
5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Children’s Music and Dance with Patty Shukla, Foyer
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Family Entertainment featuring DJ Scully, Plaza International Ballroom 
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The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project Sensory Room
Saturday, June 17, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Orlando Ballroom L&M

Join us for an indoor sensory wonderland that is 100% wireless, wheelchair-accessible, and created just for 
children with physical disabilities and sensory processing issues. Brought to you by The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project, this 
one-of-a-kind experience based on Snoezelen principals will help you learn how the multi-sensory environment 
can bene�t a child with physical disabilities, autism, or other sensory processing disorders. Stop by for an 
opportunity for your children to decompress. (Parents are required to remain with children at all times.)

Kristen Malfara
The M.O.R.G.A.N. Project
4241 North Highway 1
Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 501-7189
kristen@themorganproject.org

Little ELITES hosted by Special Olympics
Saturday, June 17 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Manatee Springs              

Little ELITES is an entry-level sports program that bridges the gap between the Special Olympics Young 
Athletes program (ages 2-7) and competitive Special Olympics sports (ages 8+) concepts and models. 
The program is ideal for children in 2nd-5th grade who have an intellectual disability (ID) or developmental 
disability (DD) diagnosis.

Special Olympics Florida o�ers an inclusionary sports play program for children who are between the ages 
of 2-7 (grades pre-kindergarten through 2nd grade) called Young Athletes. We currently have 10,000 Young 
Athletes participants involved and the program is continuing to grow. As children age out of Young Athletes, 
there can be a lack of Special Olympics Florida sports opportunities for children who are in grades 3-5. This is 
where Little ELITES comes in! Through Little ELITES, children who age out of Young Athletes can continue to 
work on their skills in speci�c sport(s) through structured school-based means of participation and eventually 
compete within the community. Ultimately, the goal is to keep young children and their families engaged in the 
Special Olympics Florida support network for life. 

Special Olympics Florida
1915 Don Wickham Drive
Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 243-9536
www.specialolympics�orida.org
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Scuba Diving Without Barriers
Saturday, June 17, 10:30-12:30
Quiet Pool

Dr. Gabrielle Gabrielli will build upon last year’s Family Café 2016 Scuba Diving Demonstration. Participants 
will receive an interactive lecture on Scuba Diving Without Barriers; basic safety, equipment, and the 
certi�cation process for a sport that can be enjoyed across all ages and all abilities. Some participants will 
have an opportunity to try basic scuba diving principles in the hotel pool. Come join the fun!

Dr. Gabrielle Gabrielli David Jones
Gabrielli Consulting Florida Disabled Outdoors Association
PO Box 12861  2213 Tallahassee Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32317 Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 321-8222 (850) 510-7323
gabrielle@scubawithgabrielle.com davidjones@fdoa.org

JR Harding, Ed.D
Florida State University, College of Business
Rovetta Business Annex, Room 414 
821 Academic Way
Tallahassee, FL 32306
(850) 644-4294
harding@fsu.edu

Gatorland Wildlife Show/Active Leisure for Life! 
Saturday, June 17, 10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Regency Ballroom

Be introduced to Florida’s most famous resident and watch as the excitement builds when an American 
alligator enters the room! You will meet an entertaining Gator Wrangler from GATORLAND who will share 
stories of close encounters with some of the world’s most feared predators. Then get ready for your own up-
close encounter with an American alligator! Learn about wildlife native to Florida. Meet the reptiles, mammals, 
and birds up close and in person, that you don’t see every day!

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Tactile/ Hands-on Disaster Preparedness Evacuation Planning and Kit  
building for Persons with Disabilities, on a Low Budget, Through Recycling 
and Free Items 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 1

We will cover how to build, through the use of hands on materials an evacuation disaster kit and how to plan 
for disasters year round. We will teach you, how to think outside of the box, to use recycling and use of free 
items you already have in your house that can be used in your disaster evacuation kit. In this session you will 
learn how to reuse items you have that are lost, forgotten and abandoned within your house. You will also 
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learn how to use items you can get for free to add to your disaster evacuation kit and then �nally learn how 
to plan for a disaster in the event you have to evacuate or if you have to shelter in place. This session will leave 
you thinking about all the free items you use and acquired daily that can be used.

Linda Carter Mary Carter
No Person Left Behind No Person Left Behind
704 Homer Avenue North 704 Homer Avenue North
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 Lehigh acres, FL 33971
(239) 826-8696 (239) 368-6846
mslindacarter@gmail.com mslindacarter@gmail.com

Meet Dr. Verra-Tirado, Chief, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, 
Florida Department of Education 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 2

Dr. Verra-Tirado will provide participants with an update on the latest initiatives and activities of the 
bureau, which administers education programs for students with disabilities, coordinates student services 
throughout the state, and participates in multiple inter-agency e�orts designed to strengthen the quality 
and variety of services available to students with special needs.

Monica Verra-Tirado
Florida Department of Education
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 614
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-0475
monica.verra-tirado@�doe.org

Love Covers 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 3

I am a mom and a wife �rst, then a life coach second. Having four children of my own—one with 
speciabilities—and a husband, I understand the challenges that arise from trying to �nd balance in and 
manage everyday life. Marriage alone is hard. When you add a child or children to the mix, it becomes even 
more di�cult. But, having one or more children with special needs adds emotional, �nancial, and physical 
strains on relationships. Discover the 10 Tips of Healthy Relationships and strategies for a stress-less home. 
Reignite the passion in your relationship and unlock your inner power to transform your life. Remember, if 
you do not place your oxygen mask on �rst, you will not be around to put anyone else’s on. 
So, join me to get ready to Dare. Ignite. Transform!

LaKeesha Hines
Fire Starter Coaching Services, LLC
PO Box 484
Valrico, FL 33595
(813) 850-2352
igniteitright@gmail.com
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Making Attractions and Waterparks More Accessible
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 4

This presentation will be an interactive workshop where you will be able to make suggestions to the team 
who is working to create Florida’s �rst aquatic adventure experience that is intentionally therapeutic and 
fully inclusive of people with a large variety of disabilities. Give input into the design of the world’s �rst two-
story slide that is intentionally inclusive of a person who is quadriplegic. Plus, learn how one area attraction 
became a pace setter for the industry in inclusive adventure.

Bill Redmon  David Jones
Florida Disabled Outdoors Association Florida Disabled Outdoors Association
237 Golden Bough Road 2475 Apalachee Parkway, Suite 205
Lake Wales, FL 33898 Tallahassee, FL 32301
(863) 632-1924 (850) 201-2944
bill@removingthebarriers.com davidjones@fdoa.org

Helping Military Families with Special Needs Through Transfers and 
Transitions During the Military Lifecycle (Panel Part 2) 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 5

Frequent relocations or changes in active duty status are a routine part of military life. A panel of agencies will 
present an overview of the support that is available to military family members with special needs to help 
them plan, organize, and initiate transfers between duty stations and locations or transition from active duty 
to inactive status. During the second half of the session, there will be additional opportunities for attendees 
to participate in detailed discussions and gain hands-on assistance from the panel member experts.

Florida Military Family Special Needs Network Panel
1313 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Suite 301
Coral Gables, FL 33134
(772) 342-7665
mvbark@hotmail.com

Bene�ts and Tax Savings For Families With Special Needs
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 6

Parents of children with special needs incur a variety of expenses for their child or adult, including therapies, 
educational training, personal care aides, transportation, home modi�cations, medical supplies and special
diets. Many of these expenses may be tax deductible, but are often overlooked by other tax professionals, 
who are unfamiliar with the types and categorization of quali�ed expenses. These unique tax bene�ts may 
entitle parents to additional refunds. Learn how to identify these often-missed tax deductions, and other tools 
available to save on your family’s federal and state income taxes. This session includes an important overview 
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of Life Planning tools for the most protected future for your child, including information on public bene�ts, trusts, 
guardianships, Medicaid, SSI and SSDI. We will also give updates on all the new A.B.L.E. 529 accounts across the 
United States, which allow up to $100,000 in savings while still retaining SSI and Medicaid.

Karen F. Greenberg Jaret L. Vogel
Prosperity Life Planning, Inc. Prosperity Life Planning
4673 Brady Boulevard 4673 Brady Boulevard
Delray Beach, FL 33445 Delray Beach, FL 33445
(561) 638-6945 (561) 638-6945
kfgreenberg@cs.com jaretvogel@aol.com

Everyone Can Work—Come Discover How
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 7

In this presentation we will cover Vocational Rehabilitation services that can be provided to individuals with 
disabilities. We will cover services including supported employment, discovery, and customized employment, 
as well as programs such as Project SEARCH, Intensive Post-Secondary Education, and High School/High Tech.

Regina Rice Wayne Olson
Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
4070 Esplanade Way 3555 Maguire Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Orlando, FL 32803
(850) 245-3471 (407) 893-2725
regina.rice@vr.�doe.org wayne.olson@vr.�doe.org

Jose Rivera
Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
3555 Maguire Boulevard
Orlando, FL 32803
(407) 893-5656
jose.rivera@vr.�doe.org

APD Provider Training and the Train Florida Learning Management System 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 8

TRAIN Florida is a learning management system (LMS) for professionals. It is o�ered by the Agency for Persons 
with Disabilities and the Public Health Foundations (PHF). TRAIN Florida catalogues training courses, registers 
students, provides access to online courses, gathers and tracks employee training information, and assists 
providers, managers, and supervisors in assessing training needs. Learn how to become an APD TRAIN Florida 
Administrator. Join us as we discuss the special features of the TRAIN Florida Learning Management System.

Pamela London
Agency for Persons with Disabilities
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 360
Tallahassee, FL 32399
pamela.london@apdcares.org
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Jeremy’s Journey – Through Early Steps and Beyond
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 9

Presented by an Early Steps Resource Specialist, this workshop will share a personal story about Jeremy, who 
had a brain bleed prior to birth and was not expected to live. He is now almost 15 years old and has de�ed the 
odds in regards to medical challenges and developmental milestones. His mom (and Jeremy) will share their 
triumphs and experiences learned with navigating Early Intervention, Medical Insurance, SSI, and IDEA. Jeremy 
is a young man with Hydrocephalus, Cerebral Palsy, and Epilepsy. Come and be inspired and learn the ropes 
of how to advocate and collaborate to help your child with special needs. Jeremy is now in high school and 
is on the Principal’s List. He has learned (by watching his mom) how to advocate for himself and sometimes 
expresses himself through puppeteering. He is also an avid Star Wars fan. The Force is strong with this one.

Paula Keyser
Early Steps
480 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 415-7339
paula.keyser@jhmi.edu

NextGen DNA Sequence-Mediated Personalized Medicine for Individuals with Disabilities 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 10

New breakthroughs, spawned by the explosion of knowledge facilitated by the sequencing of the human 
genome, have enabled physicians to determine genetic risk factors among individuals and their families for 
speci�c disabilities. Listen to a physician and research geneticist discuss how genetic testing can be used to 
determine a child’s susceptibility to developing speci�c disabilities, and how this information can be used by 
families and providers to better serve individuals with disabilities in the early stages of their lives, and maximize 
their potential.

Steve S. Sommer, MD, Ph.D., FACMG
MEDomics
426 North San Gabriel Avenue
Azusa, CA 91702
(626) 804-3645
ssommermdphd@gmail.com

Going to College and Excelling as a Student with Disability 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 11

Attending higher education, with or without a disability, is one of the most signi�cant decisions that a young 
person will make. Earning a University/College degree is generally recognized as one of the best ways to 
achieve independence and self-su�ciency. While all universities and colleges have nondiscriminatory practices 
with regards to admissions, academic supports and student life opportunities for individuals with disabilities, 
each program does have its strengths and weaknesses—just like it does for students without disabilities. There-
fore, attendees will learn how to better evaluate the thousands of higher education choices based on their aca-
demic area of interest, programmatic needs and related personal challenges. This presentation will speci�cally 
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cover academic accommodations, experiential learning, student life, housing, and independent living. It will 
also pro�le how some current students at Florida State University (FSU) are excelling and overcoming (archi-
tectural, programmatic, communication, and attitudinal) barriers at a preeminent institution within the state. 
In sum, attendees will learn that they too can attend, bene�t from, and excel in higher education.

JR Harding, Ed.D
Florida State University, College of Business
Rovetta Business Annex, Room 414 
821 Academic Way
Tallahassee, FL 32306
(850) 644-4294
harding@fsu.edu

Blogging and Writing About A Disability
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 12

This session will discuss the following:
• How to Start Writing a Blog • Blogging Software
• Where to Host Your Blog for Free • How to Promote Your Blog
• Writing Tips and Techniques • What to Write About

Each of our stories is very important. Each of us has a unique way of looking at both our disabilities and how 
to live with those disabilities. Come and learn how to blog. Come and learn how to share your experiences 
with others.

Howard Moon
Marion County Mental Wellness Coalition
17347 Southeast 111 Avenue
Summer�eld, FL 34491
(352) 427-5935
howardocala@gmail.com

You Are Worth It!
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 13

In this session, The Florida Youth Council will be discussing your strengths and weaknesses to show you that 
your strengths will always outweigh your weaknesses. The goal of this session is to raise your self-esteem and 
remind you that you are perfect just the way you are!

Natasha Germain Megan Germain Dakota Smoot
The Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council
The Family Café, Inc.
820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100 Ian Horowitz Shevie Barnes
Tallahassee, FL 32301 Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council
(850) 224-4670
ngermain@familycafe.net
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Legal & Financial Issues For Your Child with Special Needs 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 15

In this session we will cover: the need for a 100-year plan; Legal Documents including Pre-Need Guardianship, 
Guardianship, Guardian Advocacy, and Special Needs Trusts; Qualifying for both Medicaid and Medicare; 
the easy way to meet the annual reporting requirements for SSI and Guardianship; and maximizing your 
child’s lifetime income. SSI money for minor children is based on the income of the parents, but at 18, the 
quali�cations are based upon the income of the child. Plus, the child can qualify to collect 50 percent of the 
parent’s social security once the parent starts drawing social security and the amount increases to 75 percent 
upon the death of the parent.

Jess W. Levins, ESQ Tasha A. Warnock, Esq.
Levins & Associates LLC Levins & Associates, LLC
6843 Porto Fino Circle 6843 Porto Fino Circle
Fort Myers, FL 33912 Fort Myers, FL 33912
(239) 437-1197 (239) 437-1197
law@levinslegal.com law@levinslegal.com

Parent Panel: Life Does Not Come With a Handbook! 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Celebration 16

This lively panel of young parents have vision loss, hearing loss, and deaf-blindness. They will share some of 
their experiences, strategies, technologies, and tips on adaptations they use for daily living and care of their 
children. They lead full lives with work, fun, and family! Resources for information will be shared by the panel 
moderator as part of the Florida and Virgin Islands Deaf-Blind Collaborative mission.

Emily Taylor-Snell Ti�any Kohnen
University of Florida and  WellCare 
Virgin Islands Deaf-Blind Collaborative 8420 Pebble Court, Unit C
34747 Prairie Ridge Way Tampa, FL 33615
Zephyrhills, FL 33541 (813) 486-7141
(813) 817-1873 tdkohnen@gmail.com
etsnell74@gmail.com

A Life-Span Approach for Individuals with Cerebral Palsy 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 17

Without question, the ongoing studies of cerebral palsy have resulted in many strides being made towards 
optimizing programming and outcomes for those living with it. One fact that has become increasingly evident 
is that individuals with cerebral palsy, and other developmental challenges achieve greater overall success when 
a life-span approach to services is adopted. Please join us for an enlightening and informative discussion of one 
agency’s move towards a life-span approach to services for those with cerebral palsy and related disabilities.
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Vicki Briley Krisztina Weiszhaupt
Conductive Education Center of Orlando Conductive Education Center of Orlando
931 South Semoran Boulevard, Suite 220 931 South Semoran Boulevard, Suite 220
Winter Park, FL 32792 Winter Park, FL 32792
(407) 671-4687 (407) 671-4687
vbriley@ceco.org kweiszhaupt@ceco.org

Lauren Frazzetto
Conductive Education Center of Orlando
931 South Semoran Boulevard, Suite 220
Winter Park, FL 32792
(407) 671-4687
lfrazzetto@ceco.org

Words That Can Hurt 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 18

The purpose of this presentation is to talk about people �rst language as an alternative to hurtful, 
traditional ways of referring to people with disabilities that are dehumanizing. We will focus on teaching 
new vocabulary and how to teach other people to use people �rst language when out in the community.

Ellen Perry Saif Khan
Advocacy in Action Zeba Zhan
119 Fidelity Street 1006 Brendan Court
Carrboro, NC 27510 Carrboro, NC 27510
(919) 942-5602 (919) 593-6701
dgirlscout@gmail.com zebathequeen@gmail.com

Moms to Moms 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 19

When we are together as mothers sharing our experience as parents of children with special needs, it 
feels good! We can empathize and be compassionate to each other and our unique situation. Overtly, 
we have something in common (our children). We can also learn, laugh, and build friendships. Here is 
your opportunity to experience all that is mentioned above. We invite you to join us for an interactive, 
informal, relaxing conversation. Let’s talk about what is of interest to you!

Pam Kissoondyal
Florida and Virgin Islands Deafblind Collaborative (FAVIDBC)
1600 South West Archer Road, Box 100234
Gainesville, FL 32610
(352) 273-7529
pamsk@u�.edu
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 Just for Dad
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 20

Many times we dads sit in the background. Our wives like to be in charge of the IEPs and doctor appoint-
ments. I have been told to “just sit there and don’t say anything unless you need to.” This session is your time 
to talk about your child and the di�culties you may have, or time to brag on your child. The wives are not 
allowed in this session; it is for dads only!

Tim Turner
The Family Café Board of Directors
1406 Delano Trent Street
Ruskin, FL 33570
(813) 504-2912
mpowerconsulting@aol.com

Advocating for Your Child: A Guide to the IEP Process 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 21

This presentation will assist parents and children with information necessary to advocate for themselves during 
the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) process. This includes reviewing the components of an IEP, identifying 
the parties who attend IEP meetings, breaking down relevant law, legal terminology and standards used in 
creating IEPs. We will also review dispute resolution resources available in high con�ict situations during IEP 
development. Our goal is to empower families to e�ectively participate in the IEP development process.

Roesmary Robinson Kristin Church
Bardi Mediations 3001 North Rocky Point Drive East, Suite 200
4519 Lace Cascade Court Tampa, FL 33607
Lutz, FL 33558  (614) 800-6726
(813) 389-0214  kristinhintzchurch@gmail.com
rosemarybardi@yahoo.com 

Driving Independence - Adaptive Skills for Driving 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 23

Driving is an important life activity that is pursued and cherished by many. Driving is also a public safety 
issue for the community and a big responsibility for the driver and his or her family. Driver Rehabilitation is 
a specialty to evaluate a person’s safety and ability behind the wheel and to help di�erently abled clients 
become independent drivers. It involves evaluating and prescribing the right solutions, practices, and 
equipment to enable someone to drive. Testing includes many aspects required for independent and 
safe driving; cognitive, physical, visual skills, motor function and coordination, understanding of driving 
requirements and tra�c interpretation, and understanding car care and responsibilities as a driver. This class 
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will discuss modi�cations for driving, including vehicle adaptations from simple to complex equipment, and 
to deal with behavioral and cognitive issues to become safe and independent. There is tremendous potential 
for Di�erently Abled Persons to drive. Before making assumptions whether a young person should drive, 
individuals and families should seek consultations with a Driver Rehab Specialist.

Ginger Hoang Le, PT, CDRS, ATP Angela Nugent-Miney
Ginger Health University of Florida Pediatric Pulmonary Center
27553 Cashford Circle, Suite 101 PO Box 100296
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544 Gainesville, FL 32610
(813) 631-9700 (352) 273-8508
pt@ginger�tness.com aminey@peds.u�.edu

Susan Horkey, LCSW
University of Florida Pediatric Pulmonary Center
PO Box 100296
Gainesville, FL 32610
(352) 273-8506
chauncey@u�.edu

Life is One Big Transition . . . Learn How to E�ectively Manage Transition By Accessing 
Resources through Disability Rights Florida 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 24

Don’t know where to start to �nd help or what resources are available in your area? Let Disability Rights 
Florida assist by providing you with the right tools and resources to empower you to become a strong self-
advocate for your child or yourself. Learn strategies for self-advocacy, ADA rights, and more.

Paula Roberts
Disability Rights Florida
2473 Care Drive, Suite 200
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(800) 342-0823
paular@disabilityrights�orida.org

Living with Epilepsy /Epilepsy 101 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 25

Living with epilepsy and seizure disorders can be challenging. We will share how to advocate for your (or 
your loved one’s) rights in the areas of education, employment, housing, healthcare, and other aspects of 
dealing with seizure disorders. We will also discuss how epilepsy and seizures can a�ect your day-to-day life 
and the various resources available to empower individuals with epilepsy and their families.
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Jaime Sagona, MA Kimberley Spire-Oh, Esq.
9020 Northwest 8th Street, Apt 507 Law O�ce of Kimberley Spire-Oh, PA
Miami, FL 33172 2749 Exchange Court
(407) 319-3049 West Palm Beach, FL 33409
jaime.sagona@gmail.com (561) 307-9620

kimberley@ksolaw�rm.com

Creating a Family Network: For Families, By Families 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 27

The University of Florida, the Department of Health, and other state partners are working on an initiative to 
create, grow, and sustain a Family Leadership Network. Today’s presentation will review both organizations’ 
activities to bring family and patient-centered care into Florida’s health care delivery system. The presenters will 
discuss e�orts to engage and equip families to be advocates and leaders at all levels of decision-making; not just 
at the patient-level, but also in health care programs and policies. The presenters include the University of Florida 
pediatric Pulmonary Center family partner, the brain child for the Florida Network of Family Leaders.

Joni Hollis
Childrens Medical Services
Department of Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way Bin #A06
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-4200
joni.hollis@�health.gov

Living Your Life Outside the Box 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 28

Getting out of the house and exploring may seem challenging when you have a child with special needs. 
Join Staar Fields and her family as they share with you how having a child with special needs has changed 
their life. Their program “Autism on the Go” is giving hope, inspiring, and raising awareness to people all 
across the country. We encourage you to live your life outside the box. For more information visit 
www.giveawayfoundation.org.

Staar Fields
Give Away Foundation
PO Box 430
Middleburg, FL 32068
(904) 609-7679
info@giveawayfoundation.org

S
at

ur
da

y



The 19th Annual Family CAFÉ 79

Let’s Talk About Gender Di�erences Among People With Disabilities 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 29

People with disabilities can have very di�erent life experiences due to gender di�erences, and some 
disabilities a�ect males and females di�erently. Listen to two adults with varying disabilities—a male and a 
female—describe the di�erent issues, challenges, and experiences they have had living with their unique 
disabilities due to their gender di�erences, and discuss the importance of understanding gender di�erences 
among people with disabilities when spreading disability awareness.

James Williams  Breeanna Smith
University of St. Thomas 4112 Cotton Road
1827 Sunnyside Circle Pace, FL 32571
Northbrook, IL 60062 (850) 791-8721
(224) 628-6629  breebree7009@gmail.com
jmw820@comcast.net 

Successfully Managing Anxiety 101: One Step at a Time 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 30

This informative workshop is designed for anyone who su�ers from a common mental illness known 
as anxiety disorder, or for anyone who has a loved one who su�ers from the disorder. This presentation 
will introduce a brief overview of anxiety disorder and reveal why enhanced knowledge on the subject 
is important. We will explore signs, symptoms, and triggers of the disorder. Participants will also get an 
opportunity to explore their current levels of anxiety individually. In addition, participants will get an 
opportunity to share their experiences in group sessions. Finally, participants will get to experience simple 
hands-on techniques to assist in reducing anxiety.

Keturah Thomas Darby
Ekhaya Youth Project
3034 Bert Kouns Industrial Loop
Shreveport, LA 71118
kdarby@ekhayafso.org

Unlocking Potential
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 31

The Peer Support Coalition of Florida is the statewide network for peers in Florida. Learn more about the 
history of the Coalition, its accomplishments in the past year, where the Coalition is heading, and how you 
can get involved to continue supporting peers and the peer movement across the state. This presentation is 
meant for anyone. Be prepared to learn some fun facts and you may just be lucky enough to walk out with a 
prize in hand.
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Cameron Wood Kristi Krug
Peer Support Coalition of Florida, Inc Cenpatico/Peer Support Coalition of Florida, Inc.
8000 Killian Drive 1735 Moss Creek Drive
Orlando, FL 32822 Fleming Island, FL 32003
(407) 988-5780 (904) 742-4681
cameron@peersupport�.org Kristina.krug@envolvehealth.com

Social Security Work Incentives 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 32

Social Security Work Incentives (SSWI) are special incentives that allow individuals receiving Social Security 
Bene�ts to maintain their bene�ts and work in a competitive job. This session will explain the di�erent types 
of SSWI’s available. Attendees will leave with a better understanding of how an individual can maintain their 
Social Security Bene�ts while working through di�erent stages in their life.

Katrina Washington
Agency for Persons with Disabilities
160 Government Street, Suite 412
Pensacola, FL 32502
(850) 595-8329
katrina.washington@apdcares.org

Meet the APD Director 
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Bayhill 33

Florida Governor Rick Scott appointed Barbara Palmer director of the Agency for Persons with Disabilities in 
August 2012. Over the past four years, APD has o�ered 6,000 people on the waiting list community services 
through the iBudget Florida Medicaid waiver. Come and hear about Director Palmer’s priorities for the agency.

Barbara Palmer
Agency for Persons with Disabilities
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 488-4257
barbara.palmer@apdcares.org

Early Steps Playgroup
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Orlando Ballroom N

Playgroups are open to ALL families with a child(ren) 0-5 years of age.
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Playgroups provide Caregivers the opportunity:
• To socialize with families that can relate to what you’re experiencing;
• To gain information on community resources;
• To �nd support from other parents and caregivers;
• To exchange ideas and solutions to the many challenges that arise

Playgroups o�er children the opportunity:
• To interact with peers;
• To participate in group play;
• To take part in activities that help to stimulate development

Shannon Loseto Imperia Torres
Early Steps of SWFL Early Steps of SWFL
8961 Daniels Center Drive Suite 401 8961 Daniels Center Drive, Suite 401
Fort Myers, FL 33912 Fort Myers, FL 33912
imperiatorres@hpcswf.com

Celebration of Life Ceremony: Honoring Our Loved Ones
Saturday, June 17, 11:00-12:00
Rainbrow Springs 

When we lose someone dear to us we experience deep sadness–longing to know they are �ne and that we 
indeed will see them once again. Coming together into a healing circle–to honor and celebrate one’s loved 
one is a powerful way to remember and recognize that we are forever connected in what has been described 
by the Native Americans as the Web of Life. 

In this year’s Celebration of Life Ceremony, everyone will have the opportunity to honor the gifts, talents, 
and contributions of their loved one–and to include their loved one’s memory on the Web Of Life.  The 
inspirational ceremony includes music by the Brazilian Voices with drummer Je� Deen and expressive arts. 
Dr. Paula Petry will share her own journey back from grief–and the science that is telling us that indeed life is 
eternal. She will lead the group in movement and song to help each person shift the sadness to joy. 

Paula Petry
Nothing Trumps Hope, LLC
1121 Crandon Boulevard, F-205
Key Biscayne, FL 33149
paula@nothingtrumpshope.com

12:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. ............................................. ProjectFREE The RockERs, Foyer
12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. ................................................ Pyramid Players, Foyer
12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. ................................................ FRIENDS Choir, Foyer
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  ................................................. South Paci�c by Rising STARZ Performance Group, 

Plaza International Ballroom
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  ................................................. Arts & Crafts, Orlando Ballroom N
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1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.  CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Special Needs Registry and Special Needs Shelters
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 1

Florida has a robust special needs registry. This workshop will describe it, inform participants how to access 
it, and explain the importance of keeping the information current. It will also focus on special needs shelters: 
who can access, what is there, how they �nd one. 

Carol Stachurski
Disability Rights Florida
2473 Care Drive, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 488-9071
carols@disabilityrights�orida.org 

Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Vocational Rehabilitation 
But Didn’t Know Who to Ask 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 2

Come and learn about the many services VR has to o�er eligible youth and/or adults who are interested in 
developing a meaningful career. This session will provide participants with the opportunity to learn about 
the many services and supports available through VR. Services are individually designed and may include 
vocational evaluation and planning, job placement, assistive technology, training and education, as well as 
other necessary services, all designed to promote successful employment outcomes.

Aleisa C. McKinlay, JD, MA
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
4070 Esplande Way, 2nd Floor
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-3399
aleisa.mckinlay@vr.�doe.org

Thinking About Independent Living? 
Things to Consider in Preparing to Move to Independence
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 3

Come join us for a frank discussion about independent living and the skills or supports needed to be 
successful. We will be sharing lessons learned from nine years of transitional independent living training and 
immersion programs.
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Charlotte Temple
The Arc Jacksonville
1050 North Davis Street
Jacksonville, FL 32209
(904) 358-1200
ctemple@arcjacksonville.org

Aquatic Therapy and Drowing Prevention Incorporating with Surviving 
 Accidentally Clothed Submersions (SACS) for Special Needs. 

Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 4

Tropical Miami Civitan Club Foundation (TropicalMiamiCivitan.US) with DavidHoyosSwimSchool 
(SwimmingLessons.US) Swim Academy Nada Mejor presents: Aquatic Therapy and Drowning Prevention 
with a live, free presentation teaching babies, young adults, and those young at heart with special needs. 
Rehabilitation in an aquatic environment provides patients with a unique medium for neuromuscular re-
education and strengthening for children with medical and orthopedic conditions as well as neurological 
disorders that may reduce the ability to bear weight on the legs, tolerate impact exercise on land, or move 
against the forces of gravity. We create a special swim program that is designed to provide an educational 
and therapeutic environment for children with special needs. Surviving Accidentally Clothes Submersions 
(SACS) is incorporated in all of these important goals.

David Hoyos  Adriana Neves
Tropical Miami Civitan/David Hoyos Swim School Tropical Miami Civitan/David Hoyos Swim School
8103 Boca Rio Drive 8103 Boca Rio Drive
Boca Raton, FL 33433 Boca Raton, FL 33433 
(954) 865-0842  (954) 865-0842
davidrhoyos@gmail.com adriananevesa@gmail.com

Joaquin Fermoselle
Tropical Miami Civitan
joaquinfermoselle@hotmail.com

Resources for Military Families
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 5

Being part of a military family can be �lled with many surprises, challenges, and opportunities. Part of the 
military life is moving to new locations every few years or even more frequently. This can be a bit more 
challenging when there’s a child in the family who has a disability. Fortunately, there is assistance available to 
support military families. Join us to learn about these organizations and resources. We are here to help! 

Sharon Kasica Teri Wanamaker, Liaison O�cer
U.S. Navy Naval Air Station Jacksonville School
Building 1 Massey Avenue–Naval Station Mayport (904) 778-2236
Jacksonville, FL 32228 Teri.wanamaker@navy.mil
(904) 270-NAVY ext. 1305 
sharon.kasica@navy.mil 
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 Provide for Your Special Needs, and Plan for Your Retirement
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 6

We will discuss the essential elements of planning your �nancial futures with your special needs situation, 
touching on Guardianship, Wills, Trusts, ABLE accounts, Retirement, etc.

Joseph Eppy  Craig Eppy
The Eppy Group The Eppy Group
500 East Broward Boulevard, Suite 1800 500 East Broward Boulevard, Suite 1800
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33394 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33394
(954) 271-7888  (954) 271-7888
j.eppy@eppygroup.com c.eppy@eppygroup.com

Part I: Your Winning Ticket: Making Work Pay – Understanding Vocational  
Rehabilitation, Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 7

This session is geared towards consumers of public bene�ts, their family members, and caring advocates.
In this session we will discuss the employment of persons with disabilities and the impact of employment on 
Social Security bene�ts, Medicare, Medicaid, and Medicaid waivers. We will provide updates to the programs 
including Partnership Plus and upcoming changes. Experts from Vocational Rehabilitation and DCF/ACCESS will 
discuss how bene�ts are a�ected and can be maintained through Ticket to Work, SSI, and SSDI employment 
support programs, and the use of trusts for maintaining Medicaid eligibility, all in plain and understandable language.

Willette J. Bowers Debbie Baker
Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
4070 Esplanade Way, Room 225A 3101 Maguire Boulevard, Suite 240
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Orlando, FL 32803
(850) 245-3271 (407) 897-2732
willette.bowers@vr.�doe.org debbie.baker@vr.�doe.org

Barry Shalinsky Kane Lamberty Victor Pano�  
Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Florida Department of  Disability Rights Florida
1313 North Tampa Street, Suite 801 Children and Families  (850) 488-9071
Tampa, FL 32803 400 West Robinson Street Access Central Policy Unit   
(813) 233-3624 Orlando, Florida 32801 victorp@disabilityrights�orida.org
barry.shalinsky@vr.�doe.org (407) 245-0450
 kane_lamberty@DCF.state.�.us  

The Remediation Process 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 8

The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) works closely with the contracted Quality Improvement 
Organization (QIO) to ensure Waiver compliance and quality assurance. Providers and Waiver Support 
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Coordinators participate in an annual Provider Discovery Review (PDR). Join us in this session to review APD’s 
Remediation Process for PDRs, and gain insight on upcoming enhancements to the Remediation Process.

Beth Mann Pace
Agency for Persons with Disabilities
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 360J
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(85) 922-4460
Beth.Pace@apdcares.org

Accessing Resources and Understanding Systems
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 9

Presented by an Early Steps Resource Specialist, this workshop will help parents who have children 
birth to �ve years old get a jumpstart on �nding and accessing resources in their local community and 
beyond. We will also share personal experiences and thinking ‘outside of the box’ with how systems work 
(Early Intervention, IDEA, Insurance, SSI, etc.) and making the system work to bene�t you and your family. 
My experience comes from walking the path a few steps ahead of you, sharing my story, and not 
taking “no” for an answer. Come and be inspired on how to advocate for your child.

Paula Keyser
Early Steps
480 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 415-7339
paula.keyser@jhmi.edu

Sensory Friendly Concerts: Join the Fun 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 10

The Sensory Friendly Concert experience is a safe, non-judgmental place for people to enjoy a musical 
performance. Children and adults walk in reluctant, anxious, fearful, and in some cases, even protesting. By the 
end of a 45-minute concert, they are laughing, dancing, and many are on stage. We want to inform attendees 
about Sensory Friendly Concerts and their proven impacts. We’ll also teach attendees how they could make a 
tangible, positive, fun di�erence in the lives of people who otherwise would not be able to experience the joy 
of sharing a live performance.

Wendy Blumenthal, Ph.D.  Jason Rodencal, M.S. 
Sensory Friendly Foundation Sensory Friendly Foundation
855 North Shore Drive  PO Box 712  
Anna Maria, FL 34216 Anna Maria, FL 34216
(404) 433-2542   (813) 476-0948  
wendy@docwendy.com  rodencal@mail.usf.edu 
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Is Your Student Interested in College? 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 11

This presentation outlines the university options for students with intellectual disabilities ages 18-26 at Florida 
International University in Miami, FL. Two inclusive programs will be outlined—Panther LIFE: Learning Is 
For Everyone; and Panther PLUS: Postsecondary Learning for Universal Success. Panther LIFE is a four-year 
postsecondary transition program serving students ages 18-21 in the Miami-Dade County Public School district. 
Panther PLUS is a two-year inclusive university program for students ages 22-26. Both programs share the goal 
of meaningful, paid employment upon program completion with an emphasis on independent living.

Jennifer Martin Amanda Guist Diana M. Valle-Riestra
Florida International University Florida International University Florida International University
11200 South West 8th Street 11200 SW 8th Street 11200 SW 8th Street
Miami, FL 33199 Miami, FL 33199 Miami, FL 33199
(305) 348-5418 (305) 348-7938 (305) 348-3783
jemartin@�u.edu aguist@�u.edu riestrad@�u.edu

So You Want to Start a Self-Advocacy Group? Trials, Triumphs, and Tips 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 12

In this presentation we will discuss how to successfully start and run a self-advocacy group from the 
perspectives of a long-time group leader and a brand new leader whose group is less than a year old. Amanda 
Baker, founder and president of the Elephant Herds Self-Advocacy Group in Panama City, Florida, and Kathy 
Leigh, founder and president of Soaring with Advocacy in Starke, Florida, will talk about the trials and triumphs 
encountered along the way in starting and cultivating an e�ective grassroots self-advocacy group. Both of their 
groups are part of Florida Self Advocates Network’D (FL SAND).

Amanda Baker  Kathy Leigh
Elehant Herds Self-Advocacy Group (FL SAND) Soaring with Advocacy Self-Advocacy Group (FL SAND)
1311 Grace Avenue #B 702 Cypress Street
Panama City, FL 32401 Starke, FL 32091
(850) 691-7872  (904) 966-0252
amandajoebaker@gmail.com beads82kathy@gmail.com

Money and the Real World
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 13

Life after high school isn’t easy! The Florida Youth Council will be discussing life after high school and the steps 
we took toward independence. That includes discussion about how to manage money and how to possibly 
locate disability-related services on your own. We will also discuss jobs and housing.
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Natasha Germain Christopher Regan Serena Wetmore
The Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council
The Family Café, Inc.
820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100 Derek Carraway Megan Germain
Tallahassee, FL 32301 Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council 
(850) 224-4670
ngermain@familycafe.net Dakota Smoot

Florida Youth Council

The Importance of Starting a Business
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 14

Running a business is always hard to do, but with the proper help from your support team and savings from 
the grant money, you will have enough. Sometimes it might not be enough. This presentation will show the 
importance of starting a business.

Moira Ann Rossi Bernadette Moran
Moira’s Ventures LLC Moria’s Ventures, LLC
13725 Kirbo Road, Building 30, Unit 3 3312 St. Johns Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32224 Jacksonville, FL 32205
moiraarossi@gmail.com b.moran46@gmail.com 

School Choice Options For Children with Disabilities 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 15

The choices for students with disabilities have grown exponentially over the past decade. Charter Schools, 
McKay Scholarships, and the new Personal Learning Scholarship program have allowed parents to select 
options that best meet the needs of their child. This workshop will present an overview of the di�erent 
educational choice options available, how to determine the best placement for your child, eligibility and 
steps for enrollment, how the di�erent options are funded, and what is di�erent about a “choice” option 
versus a traditional public school.

Dr. Ilene Wilkins
UCP Of Central Florida
3305 South Orange Avenue
Orlando, FL 32806
(407) 852-3303
iwilkins@ucpc�.org

Florida’s AT&UDL Loan Library 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Celebration 16

We believe in the power of technology to help all students achieve high academic standards! As a part of 
Florida’s MTSS Project, the online resource loan library is designed to help districts and schools implement 
a universal, di�erentiated core curriculum based on the Common Core State Standards. The assistive 
technologies available in this library can be used to identify which technologies will best support students 
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with disabilities to participate and progress in this core curriculum. The Universal Design for Learning 
technologies can be used to identify e�ective, instructional pedagogies that support highly e�ective 
learning environments.

Janet Good Linnzi Marks Tara Je�s
PS/Rtl-Technology PS/RtI - Technology PS/RtI - Technology
4558 South Clyde Morris Boulevard 4558 South Clyde Morris Boulevard 5328 Primrose Lake Circle
Port Orange, FL 32129 Port Orange, FL 32129 Tampa, FL 32129
(386) 761-9909 (386) 761-9909 (813) 632-2080
jgood@usf.edu linnzimarks@usf.edu tje�@usf.edu

Guardianships – Why They May Be Necessary and How They May Be Avoided 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 17

Guardianships are required in speci�c circumstances and should be avoided in others. Come �nd out the 
pros and cons of guardianships, and if they work better with Trusts and ABLE accounts to ensure your loved 
one is properly cared for, even after you are gone.

Shannnon Campbell
BrewerLong Attorney & Advisors
620 North Wymore Road, Suite 270
Maitland, FL 32751
(407) 660-2964
scampbell@brewerlong.com

Touch, Listen and Learn! Functional Literacy Skills for Children Who are Blind
or Visually Impaired 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 18

Do you want to make reading and literacy activities fun and developmentally appropriate for children who 
are blind or visually impaired with additional disabilities? If so, please join Kay Ratzla� and Andrea Wallace 
from the Florida Instructional Materials Center for the Visually Impaired for a hands-on session using 
everyday objects and experiences, as bridges to literacy development. Participants will learn strategies 
for developing the child’s functional listening, touch, and visual skills, while building their vocabulary and 
concepts, as well as an awareness of print or braille.

Kay Ratzla� Andrea Wallace Vessa
Florida Instructional Materials Center Florida Instructional Materials Center
for the Visually Impaired for the Visually Impaired
4210 West Bay Villa Avenue 4210 West Bay Villa Avenue
Tampa, FL 33611 Tampa, FL 33611
(813) 837-7829 (813) 837-7730
kratzla�@�mcvi.org awallace@�mcvi.org
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Delegate Roundtable: Autism 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 19

One of the best ways to link parents/caregivers of children under the Autism Spectrum with current 
resources and education is to speak to someone who has “been there” and “done that.” This year at the 
conference, The Family Café Delegates will be hosting roundtable conversations where parents can network 
with other parents to share valuable experiences and proven strategies that have worked for them. If you are 
new to parenting a child with a disability or have a particular challenge your family is facing, this session may 
provide the support and guidance you need.

This roundtable is dedicated to Autism. Come and make new friends!

Cindy Borroto  Maureen Morris
300 West 74 Place #103 3206 Antigua Drive
Hialeah, FL 33014 Punta Gorda, FL 33950
(786) 797-6234  (941) 380-4676
cindy1231@bellsouth.net 

Cerebral Palsy Update: Evidence Based Treatment 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 20

This presentation will o�er an overview of the current state of medical knowledge and research to support 
a variety of di�erent treatments for cerebral palsy and its associated symptoms. We will discuss therapy 
intervention, hip surveillance, spasticity management, the role of various therapy providers and community 
resources, as well as school. This presentation may �t in with related presentations by my colleague 
David Siambanes, D.O.

Paul Kornberg
Tampa General Hospital/St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital
2914 North Boulevard
Tampa, FL 33602
(813) 228-7696
pkornberg@verizon.net

Becoming Expert Learners and Connecting Families to Mentors in Middle and High Schools 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 21

The Florida State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG), works with middle and high schools to build college 
and career-ready graduates using Check & Connect Mentoring and the Strategic Instruction Model (SIM). Join us 
to learn how families can be active participants alongside teachers and mentors implementing these projects.

Lael Engstrom  Cindy Medici
State Personnel Development Grant – Florida State Personnel Development Grant - Florida
7811 27th Avenue West 301 4th Street SW
Bradenton, FL 34209 Largo, FL 33770
(918) 406-7302  (727) 588-6523
lengstrom@mail.usf.edu medicic@pscb.org
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How to Create a Comprehensive Special Needs Plan 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 22

I believe that everyone has the potential and the ability to be impactful in others’ lives. This ability is what 
gives individuals a strong sense of purpose in life. However, planning for a loved one with special needs 
can seem confusing and overwhelming. Because of personal experiences as a sibling, I understand and can 
guide you through the process of creating a plan that will allow your child to live a purposeful and impactful 
life. You will learn the steps in creating a comprehensive special needs plan that addresses Life Planning, 
Resource Planning, Financial Planning, and Legal Planning.

Phillip C. Clark
Jarred Bunch
4830 West Kennedy Boulevard, Suite 450
Tampa, FL 33609
(765) 585-1050
pclark@jarredbunch.com

Understanding and Supporting Your Child with Dyslexia 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 23

This presentation will focus on understanding dyslexia and supporting your child both at school and at 
home. Information on dyslexia will be provided, including a common de�nition, characteristics, and a brief 
overview on current brain research. We will discuss the importance of a diagnostic reading assessment, the 
MTSS process, partnering with the IEP team, and accommodations and strategies for the classroom. You will 
learn about how to support students with dyslexia using free audio books and apps, multi-sensory activities, 
and other free resources for parents.

Heather Willis-Doxsee, Ed.D.
Just Read, Florida!
325 West Gaines Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-9541
heather.willis-doxsee@�doe.org

Project Self-Advocate Leadership Training: Becoming Leaders 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 24

Project SALT’s large vision is to produce an ever-growing cadre of individuals with disabilities with the 
capacity for self-determination, independence and the ability to participate in their communities in 
meaningful ways. We teach a leadership skills curriculum to individuals with disabilities so that they can 
learn strategies to advocate for themselves, others and a�ect larger systems change. 
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Graduates from our training will present about the SALT curriculum. They have advanced their leadership 
skills and are now trainers of the SALT curriculum. These self-advocate leaders will share how they are now 
seeking leadership roles and advocating for change in their local community. They will share their successes 
since participating in Project SALT and how they are acting as mentors and teachers of the curriculum.

Shelly Baer, LCSW
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
Department of Pediatrics, Mailman Center for Child Development
Miami, FL 33136
(305) 689-7058
rbaer@med.miami.edu

Advocating for Students with Invisible Disabilities 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 25

The law is clear that students with invisible disabilities—including Asperger’s, ADHD, and chronic 
medical conditions—can be entitled to accommodations, supports, and services that are protected from 
discrimination in school. Yet they often experience resistance from school districts, especially when they have 
good grades and test scores. This workshop will discuss speci�c strategies that can be utilized for obtaining 
504 or ESE eligibility, securing appropriate supports that meet these students’ unique needs, and helping the 
students transition to future education and work. We will review the decisions and regulatory 
guidance that require schools to meet all the educational needs of students with disabilities.

Kimberley Spire-oh, Esq. Nina Kannatt, Esq.
Law O�ce of Kimberley Spire-Oh, PA Nina A. Kannatt, PLLC
2749 Exchange Court 324 Talwood Trace
West Palm Beach, FL 33409 Saint Johns, FL 32259
(561) 307-9620  (904) 287-2299
kimberley@ksolaw�rm.com ninakannatt@gmail.com

Partnerships for Health’s Sake - Health Care Transition From Pediatric to Adult Services 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 26

As national focus on college and career readiness increases and transition planning moves to earlier grades, 
the need to learn self-management of healthcare needs to the best of one’s ability is an important part of 
the process. This vital—yet often overlooked—aspect of transition planning is necessary for youth with 
complex care needs. The American Academy of Pediatrics and other national healthcare and disability-
related organizations recognize it as a signi�cant issue. The good news is much can be done early and often 
at school, home, and with one’s medical professionals to facilitate a safe healthcare transition.

Linda Starnes
PEART
1710 Greystone Court
Longwood, FL 32779
(407) 538-7180
l_h_starnes@aol.com
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A,B,C’s of Success 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 27

Cody Colchado is a dynamic presenter who intertwines his personal story of vision and hearing loss, moving 
from defeat to overcoming multiple setbacks, to graduating from college and going on to being a 25+ time 
world champion powerlifter. Cody became the �rst American to win the title of World’s Strongest Disabled 
Man in Iceland in 2015. Cody will share his A, B, C’s for Success that resonates so strongly with the young 
and young at heart! Cody will also be available to autograph free posters for participants. Resources for 
information on supporting youth with dual sensory loss will be shared by Emily Taylor-Snell as part of the 
Florida and Virgin Island Deaf-Blind Collaborative Mission.

Cody Colchado  Emily Taylor-Snell
34747 Prairie Ridge Way University of Florida, Florida and Virgin Islands Deaf-Blind Collaborative
Zephyrhills, FL 33541 34747 Prairie Ridge Way
(813) 817-1873  Zephyrhills, FL 33541
etsnell74@gmail.com (813) 817-1873
  etsnell74@gmail.com

The Anime Connection: Utilizing Japanese Anime and Related Media  
to Teach Disability Awareness 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 29

Many people with disabilities enjoy Japanese anime and related media, and are members of the Japanese 
anime fan community. Listen to two anime fans with disabilities—an anime convention sta� member and 
a high school “theater kid” who enjoys anime—discuss how Japanese anime and related media can be 
utilized to teach awareness about varying disabilities, how “anime clubs” in schools can help students with 
disabilities �nd social acceptance, and describe how people with disabilities can build lasting friendships 
within the Japanese fan community.

James Williams  Hailey Buxton
University of St. Thomas Seminole, FL 33781
1827 Sunnyside Circle
Northbrook, IL 60062
(224) 628-6629
jmw820@comcast.net

NAMI Family-to-Family
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 30

Family-to-Family is a FREE twelve-week education course designed to foster learning, healing and 
empowerment among families, friends and caregivers of individuals with mental illness. Course elements 
include: coping skills, handling periods of crisis and relapse, up to date information on medications, 
guidance on locating appropriate resources and caring for the caregiver.
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Paula Kegelman
NAMI Greater Orlando
237 Fernwood Boulevard
Fern Park, FL 32730
(407) 253-1900
paulakeg@gmail.com

Getting the Services You Need from the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) 
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 32

This session aims to provide advocacy tips for individuals who are applying for or receiving services from the 
Agency for Persons with Disabilities. The presentation will focus on topics which include: preparing for your 
APD application, when to request a crisis application if on the Medicaid Waiver Waitlist, and how do to make 
a signi�cant additional needs funds request. The session will also provide a general overview on how to 
request and prepare for an appeal following a denial opr service reduction.

Rachel Siegel-McLaughlin
Disability Rights Florida
2473 Care Drive, Suite 200
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 488-9071 ext 9743
rachels@disabilityrights�orida.org

Introduction to Consumer Directed Care Plus (CDC+)  
Saturday, June 17, 1:00-2:00
Bayhill 33

Have you ever wondered what CDC+ is and if it is right for you? The Agency for Persons with Disabilities will 
provide an overview of the CDC+ program. This presentation will provide you with an introduction to CDC+ 
and give a brief overview of program requirements. Bring any questions you have about CDC+; we’ll be 
happy to answer as many as time will allow.

Rhonda Sloan  Mindy Whitehead
APD CDC+  APD CDC+
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 215K 4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 215
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(85) 414-5070  (850) 413-6694
rhonda.sloan@apdcares.org mindy.whitehead@apdcares.org

2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. .................................................. Pyramid Players, Foyer
2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. .................................................. FRIENDS Choir, Foyer
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2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Pets and Service Animals in Disaster 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 1

This workshop would talk about plans for pets and service animals in times of disaster, the 
importance of having a disaster plan for the animal, and an overview of what to expect at a pet shelter. 

Carol Stachurski
Disability Rights Florida
2473 Care Drive, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 488-9071
carols@disabilityrights�orida.org

Excellent Greatness Women’s Forum 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 2

This session is to salute and celebrate all female caregivers of families with special needs. Join us as we 
exchange ideas and views in an uplifting atmosphere charged energy and encouragement. Let us rally 
together to inspire one another and strengthen the greatness within each of us, regardless of any challenges 
that we may face in our lives. We are strong, determined, and motivated women who rise up each day to ful�ll 
our purpose—infusing our good with great and our average with excellence! You are invited to be in the midst 
of an empowering environment �lled with learning, sharing, and caring . . . and oh, a few surprises too!

Malverna N. Streater
Team Streater Seminars
4434 Gearhart Road, Suite 1901
Tallahassee, FL 32303
(850) 661-1202
malverna1@yahoo.com

One Tool for Successful Interactions with Police: The Wallet Card 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 3

This is a training for high-functioning teenagers and young adults with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) or 
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities (ID/DD), and their families, about how to interact successfully with law 
enforcement. We will introduce the Wallet Card, one of Disability Independence Group’s signature projects, 
created in partnership with the Coral Gables Police Department and UM-NSU CARD. The purpose of the 
Wallet Card is to assist an individual who may have di�culties communicating or expressing themselves in an 
emergency situation and to assist �rst responders in identifying an individual’s disability-related needs to help 
them better understand the circumstances.
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Matthew Dietz Deborah Dietz
Disability Independence Group Inc. Disability Independence Group, Inc.
2990 South West 35 Avenue 2990 South West 35 Avenue
Miami, FL 33133 Miami, FL 33133
(305) 669-2822 (305) 669-2822
debbie@justdigit.org debbie@justdigit.org

Exceptional Moves for Exceptional Families
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 5

Moving is an inevitable and fundamental part of military life–learn how you can make the PCS process 
exceptional for your Exceptional Family Member. We will discuss how to coordinate care and resources at 
your destination, how to facilitate a smooth school transfer, how to make your paperwork WORK for you 
in the moving process. We will also discuss tools and strategies that can help before, during, and after your 
move. Come and join us to make your next move exceptional!

Trai Murray
136 Cambray Circle
Saint Marys, GA 31558
(912) 573-1079

ABLE United: Navigating Your Bene�ts
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 6

ABLE United, Florida’s quali�ed ABLE program, allows individuals with disabilities to save up to $14,000 
tax-free without impacting government bene�ts such as SSI, SSDI, or Medicaid. Funds in an ABLE account 
can be used on a wide variety of future expenses including transportation, housing, and education. In 
this session, industry experts will provide an overview of ABLE accounts and discuss the exclusion of ABLE 
account funds for the purposes of determining and maintaining bene�t eligibility.

John Finch
ABLE United
1801 Hermitage Boulevard, Suite 210
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 488-8514
john.�nch@ableunited.com
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Part II: Your Winning Ticket: Making Work Pay – Understanding Vocational 
Rehabilitation, Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30 
Celebration 7

This session will be geared toward professionals, support coordinators, employment coordinators, etc., or 
those who have some knowledge of the subject matter. 

In this session we will discuss the options for gaining employment for persons with disabilities and how 
earned income impacts SSDI, SSI, Medicare, Medicaid, and Medicaid waivers. Experts from Vocational 
Rehabilitation and DCF/ACCESS will discuss how bene�ts are impacted and how the use of trusts can 
maintain Medicaid eligibility. We will also discuss the importance of partnerships and collaboration in 
navigating the complex state and federal systems with the ultimate goal of making you a more e�ective 
advocate and advisor. This session will increase your ability to advise and plan for the future of your 
consumers by helping you to understand how the same employment earnings impact each type of public 
bene�t di�erently.

Willette J. Bowers
Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
4070 Esplanade Way, Room 225A
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-3271
willette.bowers@vr.�doe.org

Traveling the Seas of Families, Feelings, and Emotions
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 9

Traveling the Seas of Families, Feelings and Emotions is part of an interactive training series created by 
parents of children with disabilities and special health care needs, to help other families understand and 
participate fully in Florida’s Early Intervention System. The training is designed for one-on-one participation 
with a trainer or participation in a small group workshop setting. Traveling the Seas of Families, Feelings & 
Emotions explores how families react, feel, and cope upon learning of and living with their child’s disability 
or developmental delay. Our hope is that this workshop will assist parents and families in coping with the 
emotional uncertainties to build stronger bonds with their child(ren) and each other.

Audrey Evans
Broward Early Early Steps Program
1401 South Federal Highway
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33313
(954) 728-1029
a1evans@browardhealth.org
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Music, Movement, & Media for Active Learners! 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 10

This interactive session will get you moving to new curriculum-based music by international YouTube 
sensation children’s musician Patty Shukla. Not only will she share participatory songs that are exciting and 
developmentally appropriate, you will leave with internet expertise to �nd new music on your smart devices. 
Learn colors, counting, shapes, days of the week, months of the year, gross motor skills, �ne motor skills, social 
behaviors, professions, sight words, sign language, and much more through Patty Shukla’s all original music.

Patty Shukla
Shukla Music LLC
PO Box 3055
Tequesta, FL 33469
(561) 308-3699
pattyshukla@yahoo.com

Transition Planning: High School and Beyond 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 11

In this presentation we will focus on navigating the Transition process for students with disabilities, their 
parents, and caregivers. This is a co-presentation with a youth advocate who has successfully navigated the 
transition from High School to Postsecondary and an Education Attorney. Students and parents will learn 
the importance of preparing an appropriate transition plan. We will also cover accommodations to assist 
the student in accessing appropriate postsecondary options and accommodations, and a discussion of the 
importance of related services and assistive technology. The presentation will allow for an open dialogue 
between the presenters and participants.

Ann Siegel 
Disability Rights Florida 
1930 Harrison Street, Suite 104 
Hollywood, FL 33020 
(850) 488-9071 ext 9790 
anns@disabilityrights�orida.org

Alexa Seigel
Family Network on Disabilities
2196 Main Street, Suite L.
Dunedin, FL 34698
(727) 523-1130
alexa@fnd�.org
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 AACID -  Advocates for Adult Children with Intellectual Disabilities
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 12

AACID – Advocates for Adult Children with Intellectual Disabilities: Come learn how this advocate group 
went from 12 to 130 family members in just 2 short years. Learn how to establish your own group, and the 
techniques that will make it successful, from its monthly meeting to its outreach in the community.

John Langan
AACID - Advocates for Adult Children with Intellectual Disabilities
2173 Arrobes Place
The Villages, FL 32162
(352) 633-1136
jtklangan@aol.com

It’s All About Social Interaction
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 13

The Florida Youth Council will be discussing appropriate ways to interact with peers, family members, and 
�gures of authority in person and over the Internet. We will emphasize the do’s and don’ts of the Internet as 
well as romantic relationships.

Natasha Germain
The Florida Youth Council
The Family Café, Inc.
820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 224-4670
ngermain@familycafe.net

Josue Tapia Ortiz
Florida Youth Council

Shevie Barnes
Florida Youth Council

Christopher Regan
Florida Youth Council

Ruben “Rocky” Castro
Florida Youth Council

Getting Hired! Today’s Talent, Tomorrow’s Success 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 14

The CareerSource center can meet the needs of a diverse range of individuals including people with disabilities. 
Learn more about workforce services, tools, and programs o�ered in local career centers. Discover how 
CareerSource is ready to meet your needs and provide access for all.

Lisa Parlapiano
CareerSource Notheast Florida
525 State Road 16, Suite 109
St. Augustine, FL 32084
(904) 819-0231 Ext 2507
lparlapiano@careersourcenortheast�orida.com
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Empowerment Stategies for Coping with the Chronic Stress of 
Disablilties and Longterm Illnesses 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Celebration 15

Personal perspectives from a peer advocate living with multiples disabilities, this presentation is based 
on the core social work principles for empowerment: Strengths’ Perspective; a person-in-environment 
perspective; life-review; biblio-therapy techniques; practice of resilience; person-centered planning; 
integrated approach of wrap around services; and spirituality that promotes wellness practices like 
meditation, mindfulness, deep breathing, sel�ess service, and laughter yoga.

Kalyani Annamraju
Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity
150 Laterino Court, #112
Casselberry, FL 32730
(407) 495-4892
annamraju.kalyani@gmail.com

Providing a Lifetime of Support 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 17

Providing a Lifetime of Support: The special needs planning program for families of loved ones with special 
needs. In this session we will answer the most pressing questions in planning for your child’s future.

Stanley Sargent
Merrill Lynch
160 International Parkway Suite 200
Heathrow, FL 32746
(407) 333-8300
stanley_sargent@ml.com

When Being Mom (or Dad) Stops Being Good Enough 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 18

“But I’m his mother . . . “ While your child’s school, doctors, and other service providers are communicating 
with you now, when your child turns 18, they might not. Learn about the legal options to protect your 
decision-making authority and the family estate planning that is necessary when you have a child with special 
needs. We’ll take the mystery out of what a guardianship or guardian advocacy really means, what might be 
less restrictive alternatives, along with the pros and cons of each and the associated costs. When we’re done, 
you’ll have the tools to make an informed choice to assist your loved one with decision-making in the future.

Michelle R. Kenney, Esq.
Florida Elder Law Concepts, P.A.
2499 Glades Road, Suite 311
Boca Raton, FL 33431
(561) 245-4621
michelle@�elc.com
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 Become Successful in Advocacy by Practicing Leadership Skills
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 19

Parent involvement is vital to the outcome of our children’s progress in general. But, why is it important? 
What are the bene�ts? Most importantly, how can a parent practice good leadership skills to have success? 
During this session, I will share some tools and strategies that I have learned and practiced along the way—
with success. I will help you to �nd out the answers to the question above as it relates to your individual 
situation. Join us for an interactive learning session.

Pam Kissoondyal
Florida and Virgin Islands Deafblind Collaborative (FAVIDBC)
1600 South West Archer Road Box 100234
Gainsville, FL 32610
(352) 273-7529
pamsk@u�.edu

Orthopedic Treatment of Cerebral Palsy 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 20

Orthopedic treatment options of conditions such as hip dislocation, scoliosis, and those to improve gait will 
be discussed.

Dr. David Siambanes
St. Joesph’s Children’s Hospital of Tampa
3003 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Boulevard
Tampa, FL 33607
(813) 554-8983
lauren.rosen@baycare.org

Standards Based Education for Students with Signi�cant Cognitive Disabilities 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 21

Standards de�ne what students should know and be able to do at each level of their educational experience. 
When used as a reference point for planning teaching and learning programs, standards help teachers set 
targets and monitor achievement, as well as develop programs that support and improve student learning. 
This session will share the power of a standards-based education for students using access points. The 
presentation will apply to students who are in ESE center schools and in general education schools’ self-
contained and inclusion settings.

Randy LaRusso  Christi Yu
Access Project, FLDOE BEESS Grant Access Project, FLDOE BEESS Grant
1400 Commodore Boulevard 3000 Jolly Street
Melbourne, FL 32935 Titusville, FL 32780
(321) 242-6400 Ext 5715 (321) 264-3092
larusso.randy@brevardschools.org yu.christina@brevardschools.org
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How Best to Manage the Complexities of Life for an Adult with a Disability: 
What Legal Tools are Available and How Best to Utilize Them 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 22

In this session we will cover:
• Evaluating the Status of an Adult with a Disability: mental capacity, disability, assets, and income
• Discussion of Advanced Directives, What They Are, and How to Use Them
• Use of Estate Planning Tools
• Options for Adults with Limited Capacity
• Use of Guardian Advocacy: To whom does it apply?
• When a Plenary Guardianship is Required
• Moving Guardianships from state-to-state
• What Other States Do to Assist Adults with Disabilities and Their Clients

Michelle Gilbert, Esquire
Gilbert Garcia Group, P.A. – Attorneys at Law
2313 West Violet Street
Tampa, FL 33603
(813) 443-5087
mgilbert@gilbertgrouplaw.com

Dadvocates
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 23

In 1994, a small group of fathers founded the �rst Florida Fathers group, “Father to Father of Collier County.” 
We did not �t into the mold of traditional support groups that were designed by mothers, and began to 
meet together as dads. We started with planned community outings with our children. It gave us time with 
our children and an informal time to talk to each other. I developed the “Dadvocate” workshop, and my �rst 
workshop had three dads present. My seventh workshop had standing room only! I learned much from the 
fathers in those workshops. I realized that dads were being overlooked, and I created the “Father’s Network.”

It is my hope that through this interactive presentation, fathers will be encouraged to become involved in 
the lives of their children by being “Dadvocates.”

Wilbur Hawke
Central Florida Parent Center
1322 Delaware Avenue
Palm Harbor, FL 34683
(727) 789-2400
wilburhawke@embarqmail.com
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Section 504 and ADA Rights in Public and Private Schools
Saturday, June 17, 2:30 to 3:30
Bayhill 24

This presentation will provide an overview of Section 504 and the ADA, both of which o�er protections that 
are far more reaching than the IDEA. As many parents do not understand the full extent of their rights, the 
goal of this presentation is to provide parents with valuable information on 504 and ADA rights to assist their 
child in reaching their educational goals. This interactive workshop will provide participants with the tools 
and advocacy strategies needed to become an e�ective educational team member while advocating for 
their child’s needs. 

Dr. Katherine V. Kelly Valerie Blocker
Community Legal Services of Mid-FL,  Community Legal Services of Mid-FL, 
Children’s Rights Unit  Children’s Rights Unit
128 Orange Avenue 800 North Main Street
Daytona Beach, FL 32114 Kissimmee, FL 34744
(386) 255-6573 (407) 847-0053
katiek@clsmf.org valeried@clsmf.org

Zika: A Case Study for Examining Florida Systems of Care for Children with Special Needs 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 26

This presentation uses the Zika virus outbreak as a case study for examining systems of care that support 
pregnant women and families impacted by birth defects and developmental disabilities in Florida. As of 
November 2016, there have been 953 cases of Zika infection in Florida, including 170 involving pregnant 
women, and there were 28 infants born with con�rmed congenital syndrome associated with Zika. An 
overview of the Zika virus outbreak, community awareness and outreach campaigns, and the implications 
for children and families will be provided. A description of the systems of care available for families of 
children with special needs (including complications associated with Zika infection) will be detailed—from 
epidemiologic surveillance to family support to intervention programs.

Jennifer Marshall
University of South Florida
13201 Bruce B Downs Boulevard, MDC 56
Tampa, FL 33612
(813) 396-2672
jmarshal@health.usf.edu

Vanessa Sharon
University of South Florida College of Public Health
13201 Bruce B Downs Boulevard, MDC 56
Tampa, FL 33612
(813) 396-2672
vrs@health.usf.edu

Carlos Parra
University of South Florida
13201 Bruce B Downs Boulevard, MDC 56
Tampa, FL 33612
(813) 396-2672
carlosparra1@health.usf.edu

Jennifer Delva
University of South Florida
13201 Bruce B Downs Boulevard, MDC 56
Tampa, FL 33612
(813) 396-2672
jdelva1@health.usf.edu
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My Journey as a Sportscaster 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 27

My journey as a Sportscaster started at the age of 11, just watching sports on TV.

Malcom Harris Gowdie
Stand up for Independence
1857 South West Whipple Avenue
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34953
(772) 209-1801
jamal11901@gmail.com

Stop, Drop, and S.L.O.W. (Saving Love Our Way) 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 28

Do you and your spouse or signi�cant other �nd yourselves moving fast with no time to slow down? 
Between doctor visits, therapy appointments, and hospital stays, having children with special needs often 
feels like being on a roller coaster! There are so many twists and turns—some foreseeable, and some not. 
Amidst the chaos and noise accompanied with being a caregiver, how many times do we forget to take care 
of one another? Occasionally, we need to be reminded to SLOW DOWN! However, slowing down does not 
mean that we are stopping, but rather it allows us room to get focused. So, instead of giving 10 percent of 
ourselves to 10 di�erent things, we can slow down and focus in order to give just one thing 100 percent!

Willie Hines
Support4Caregivers
PO Box 484
Valrico, FL 33595
(813) 850-2352
support4caregivers@live.com

Lakeesha Hines
Fire Starter Coaching Services, LLC
PO Box 484
Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 850-2352
igniteitright@gmail.com

Giving Families a Voice in Our System of Care
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 30

This presentation will provide an overview of what a System of Care and evidence-based Wraparound should 
be as well as the work being done across the state of Florida.  We will have a brief discussion as to why it is 
important to know the culture of the families in our communities.  This presentation will predominantly discuss 
the importance of having families and youth participate in the system of care by giving them a voice to share 
their experiences.  One of the goals of the SOC project is to have families collaborate with providers as well as 
city, county and State policy makers in our communities to determine what improvements can be made to our 
existing system of care. 

A true System of Care will allow for a family to share their story and provide hope for others. 
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Missy Lee
Florida Department of Children and Families, NW Region
117 South Wakesha Street
Bonifay, FL 32425
(850) 596-3288
mylisa.lee@my�families.com

Using Mindfulness to Decrease Stress and Increase Happiness 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 31

Mindfulness is a way to train your mind to focus on the moment without judgment. Mindfulness is not 
connected to a religion or way of life—it’s for everyone. Research on the bene�ts of meditation (including 
research speci�c to individuals with a disability (MS)) found that mindfulness resulted in decreased feelings 
of anxiety and depression, increased feelings of well-being, improved relationships, higher self-esteem, 
improved immune system functioning, and increased gray matter in the brain. Join us for this beginner’s 
session on mindfulness and see how easily you can train your brain in just minutes a day.

Elizabeth Jennings
National Disability Institute
1667 K Street NW, Suite 640
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 296-2044
ejennings@ndi-inc.org

Finding Employment and Employees
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 32

Florida Governor Rick Scott and the Florida Legislature have continued to allocate funding to the Agency 
for Persons with Disabilities (APD) to support individuals on the iBudget Waiver Waiting List in �nding and 
maintaining competitive employment. This program is called the Employment Enhancement Project (EEP). 
This session will discuss the EEP and how APD can help individuals on the iBudget Waiting List receive 
services to obtain or maintain employment or participate in internship opportunities that can help them 
gain skills that increase their likelihood of gaining competitive employment. This session will also discuss 
how businesses can bene�t from �nding employment.

Katrina Washington
Agency for Persons with Disabilities
160 Government Street, Suite 412
Pensacola, FL 32502
(850) 595-8329
katrina.washington@apdcares.org

Meghan Murray
Agency for Persons with Disabilities
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
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Introduction to Consumer Directed Care Plus (CDC+) 
Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Bayhill 33

Have you ever wondered what CDC+ is and if it is right for you? The Agency for Persons with Disabilities will 
provide an overview of the CDC+ program. This presentation will provide you with an introduction to CDC+ 
and give a brief overview of program requirements. Bring any questions you have about CDC+; we’ll be happy 
to answer as many as time will allow.

Rhonda Sloan  Mindy Whitehead
APD CDC+  APD CDC+
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 215K 4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 215
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 414-5070  (850) 413-6694
rhonda.sloan@apdcares.org mindy.whitehead@apdcares.org

Aquatic Therapy and Drowing Prevention Incorporating with Surviving  
 Accidentally Clothed Submersions (SACS) for Special Needs

Saturday, June 17, 2:30-3:30
Quiet Pool 

Tropical Miami Civitan Club Foundation (TropicalMiamiCivitan.US) with DavidHoyosSwimSchool 
(SwimmingLessons.US) Swim Academy Nada Mejor presents: Aquatic Therapy and Drowning Prevention 
with a live, free presentation teaching babies, young adults, and those young at heart with special needs. 
Rehabilitation in an aquatic environment provides patients with a unique medium for neuromuscular re-
education and strengthening for children with medical and orthopedic conditions as well as neurological 
disorders that may reduce the ability to bear weight on the legs, tolerate impact exercise on land, or move 
against the forces of gravity. We create a special swim program that is designed to provide an educational and 
therapeutic environment for children with special needs. Surviving Accidentally Clothes Submersions (SACS) is 
incorporated in all of these important goals.

David Hoyos
Tropical Miami Civitan/David Hoyos Swim School
8103 Boca Rio Drive
Boca Raton, FL 33433
(954) 865-0842
davidrhoyos@gmail.com

Adriana Neves
Tropical Miami Civitan/David Hoyos Swim School
8103 Boca Rio Drive
Boca Raton, FL 33433
(954) 865-0842
adriananevesa@gmail.com

Joaquin Fermoselle
Tropical Miami Civitan
joaquinfermoselle@hotmail.com

3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  ................................................. Pyramid Players, Foyer
3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  ................................................. Royal DJs, Foyer

S
aturday



106 The 19th Annual Family CAFÉ

4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

 Disney Pillowcase Project
 Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
 Celebration 1

Following Katrina, Disney recognized that many children evacuated with only the clothes on their backs. 
The Pillowcase Project encourages kids to have a “kit” of things they can carry in a pillowcase in case they 
may need to evacuate. This workshop would focus on how that project works. 

Jose Bueno  Nicole King
American Red Cross American Red Cross
1115 Easterwood Drive 1115 Easterwood Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32311 Tallahassee, FL 32311
(813) 295-4249  (850) 878-6080
Jose.Bueno@redcross.org nicole.king@redcross.org

Getting to Know the Florida Division of Blind Services 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 2

In partnership with others, the Division of Blind Services’ vision is to create a barrier free environment in the 
lives of Floridians with visual disabilities. Attendees will have the opportunity to meet Director Robert L. 
Doyle, III as he provides a brief overview of the Division of Blind Services, its programs and services, as well as 
discuss program trends and updates. There will be time for audience interaction with the director during the 
designated questions-and-answer portion.

Robert L. Doyle, lll
Division of Blind Services
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1114
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 245-0331
robert.doyle@dbs.�doe.org

What Students and Families Need to Know About High School Graduation Requirements 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 3

This presentation will detail Florida’s High school graduation requirements by describing the various high 
school completion options available to public school students in Florida as well as provide related resources. 
Speci�c emphasis is placed on options for students with disabilities. After this presentation, participants 
will be able to list college and career readiness skills, discuss graduation rates for Florida’s students with 
disabilities, and identify criteria for students with disabilities to defer receipt of the standard diploma.

Danielle Roberts-Dahm Jordan Knab
Project 10: Transition Education Network Project 10: Transition Education Network
USFSP, 140 7th Avenue South, SVB 101 140 7th Avenue South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 873-4654 (727)873-4661
lroberts@usfsp.edu jknab@usfsp.edu
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Franklin Coker
Project 10: Transition Education Network
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727)873-4661
jknab@usfsp.edu

Inspiration & Encouragement for Military and Veteran Families with 
Special Needs 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 5

Deployment into active duty and re-entrance into civilian life can be challenging transitions for military families. 
Robert E. Streater, III, MA (U.S. Army Veteran) o�ers words of encouragement through personal stories and biblical 
truths. In Inspiration & Encouragement for Active Military and Veteran Families with Special Needs, the audience will 
explore tools to help them deal with transition issues, such as posttraumatic stress, �nancial hardships, wounded 
relationships, and raising a child with special needs. This workshop is custom-designed from the perspectives of 
both a military service person and a parent of a child with special needs. This insightful workshop not only o�ers 
encouragement to military families, but also includes suggestions on how others can provide support.

Robert “Bob” Streater, lll, MA
Team Steater Seminars
4434 Gearhart Road, Suite 1901
Tallahassee, FL 32303
(850) 728-3042
bobstreater3225@gmail.com

ABLE United: Planning Your Financial Future
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 6

ABLE United provides new savings opportunities for individuals with disabilities without impacting federal 
bene�ts. Whether you are focused on long-term �nancial planning or managing short-term expenditures, an 
ABLE account provides a savings option that allows you to build assets tax-free. Learn how an ABLE account �ts 
within your �nancial tool kit, how friends and family may contribute to your ABLE account, and how an ABLE 
account works with your Special Needs Trust.

John Finch
ABLE United
1801 Hermitage Boulevard, Suite 210
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 488-8514
john.�nch@ableunited.com
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Providing Person-centered Services in Home and Community-based Settings 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 8

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services made several changes to the Home and Community-based 
Services (HCBS) Waiver Program on March 17, 2014 that a�ect people who are enrolled in the iBudget Waiver. 
In this presentation, we will discuss the changes in the HCBS Settings Rule, and how these changes a�ect 
iBudget Wavier enrollees.

Kaleema Muhammad
Agency for Persons with Disabilities
4030 Espanade Way, Suite 360
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 488-0616
kaleema.muhammad@apdcares.org

Family Resources to Support Early Learners
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 9

The Florida Department of Education O�ce of Early Learning will share information regarding available family 
resources to support young children’s learning. This session will also provide an opportunity for participant input 
on resources families may need speci�c to inclusion and children with special needs to support early learning.

Melinda Webster Dr. Lisette Levy
Florida Department of Education  Florida Department of Education 
O�ce of Early Learning O�ce of Early Learning
250 Marriott Drive 250 Marriott Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 491-1125  (850) 717-8657
melinda.webster@oel.my�orida.com lisette.levy@oel.my�orida.com

Social Security and Healthcare Bene�t Issues for Transition Age Youth 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 11

The purpose of this training is to help you:
• Identify relevant Social Security and healthcare bene�t issues for transition age youth
• Learn techniques to support decisions about Social Security and healthcare bene�t issues for 
   transition age youth including:
• Basic Eligibility for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Eligibility for Title II bene�ts (SSDI & CDB)
• Use of the Social Security Student Earned Income Exclusion
• Understand Social Security parent-to-child deeming and in-kind support and maintenance
• Decisions about Social Security representative payeeship
• Social Security Age 18 Redeterminations
• Understanding Social Security Section 301 protection
• Social Security Disability Insurance
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• Medicaid, CHIP, Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic and Treatment (EPSDT)
• Protected Medicaid
• Health Insurance Marketplace bene�t
• Health coverage through a job

Victor Pano�
Disability Rights Florida
The Times Building, Suite 640, 1000 North Ashley Drive
Tampa, FL 33602
(850) 488-9071 ext 9765
victorp@disabilityrights�orida.org

Let’s Just Do It!
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 12

This session will help motivate everyone into “Lets Just Get It Done.” We will discuss: 1 - Reasons we 
don’t  just do it, 2 - Actions for not doing it, 3 - Motivation, 4 - Advocacy, 5 - Getting results and being heard. 
Everyone is welcome to this session.

Linda Carter  Mary Carter 
No Person Left Behind No Person Left Behind
704 Homer Avenue North 704 Homer Avenue North
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 Lehigh Acres, FL 33971
(239) 826-8696  (239) 368-6846
mslindacarter@gmail.com mslindacarter@gmail.com

IEP Jeopardy
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 13

It’s all fun and games! We want to test your knowledge of IEP meetings and/or IEP facts. 
The Florida Youth Council will be exploring our IEP guide with you as we play Jeopardy. 
Everyone likes games. So let’s play and win some candy!

Natasha Germain Derek Carraway Ian Horowitz
The Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council
The Family Café, Inc.
820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100 Serena Wetmore Ruben “Rocky” Castro
Tallahassee, FL 32301 Florida Youth Council Florida Youth Council
(850) 224-4670
ngermain@familycafe.net Shevie Barnes

Florida Youth Council
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 2 The Road to Work
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 14

The Road to Work is a workbook that will help youth decide on a job or to start a micro-enterprise. There are 
many tools to getting a job in this book. Also, if micro-enterprise is the choice for you, there are many tools 
for how to customize your own company. Successful micro-enterprise owner David Taylor Jr. tells how to use 
the workbook and the workbook is free to those in attendance. Employment discovery must start early so 
you will have a job when you get out of school.

David Taylor Jr
Race Car Waterboy LLC
1917 Cunningham Drive
Statesville, NC 28625
(704) 924-7425
racecarwaterboy@yahoo.com

Janet Huerta-Mejia
Race Car Waterboy LLC
1917 Cunningham Drive
Statesville, NC 28625
racecarwaterboy@yahoo.com

Sticks and Stones May Break Your Bones, But Words Can Always Hurt You: 
Protecting your Children Against Bullying 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 17

Has your child been a victim of bullying? Is your child unsure of how to respond to a bully? Studies have 
shown that children with disabilities are two to three times more likely to experience bullying. Find out the 
latest trends in bullying and cyberbullying in this session and what you can do to protect your children. 
The presentation will include new and relevant resources for bullying prevention and ways to improve your 
children’s resilience and emotional health.
Dr. Nekeshia Hammond
Hammond Psychology & Assocites, P.A.
710 Oak�eld Drive, Suite 153
Brandon, FL 33511
(813) 654-0503
dr.nhammond@gmail.com

The Importance of Guardianship for Adults with Special Needs 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 18

If you are a parent who has a child with special needs, it is important to know your options when it comes
 to managing the medical and �nancial well-being of your child! Once your child turns 18, your legal 
relationship with him/her changes, because the state will presume your child has su�cient capacity to 
make decisions on his/her own, regardless of their individual abilities. Thus, it is necessary to explore legal 
guardianship and its various alternatives in order to ensure your loved one receives the care they deserve.
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Cassidy Loutos, Esq.
Loutos Law Firm, PLLC
3725 South East Ocean Boulevard, Suite 200
Sewalls Point, FL 34996
(772) 284-2030
cassidyloutoslaw@gmail.com

Compartiendo Con Amor Salud y Aelgria 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 19

I will inspire and motivate parents with special children through my experience over the last 13 years, and 
give them tools to create family harmony and integration.

Lalita  (Maria E. Tooley) Tooley Delmar Ahlstrom
Abrazar la ViDa; una guia para padres con Abrazar la ViDa; una guia para padres con hijos especiales
1517 Plantation Grove Court, Apt 326 1517 Plantation Grove Court, Apt. 326
Plant City, FL 33566 Plant City, FL 33566
(813) 789-0203  (813) 789-0203
atilalsecenas94@icloud.com atilalsecenas94@icloud.com

Cristy Carmo
Abrazar la ViDa; una guia para padres con hijos especiales
1517 Plantation Grove Court, Apt. 326
Plant City, FL 33566
(813) 789-0203
atilalsecenas94@icloud.com

OMG: Open Mic Gumbo! 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 20

Microphone? Check. Spotlight? Check. Audience? Check! Calling all poets, singers, musicians, comedians, 
fanatics, and visual art connoisseurs alike to join the celebration of art therapy! Come share and hear inspiring 
stories of hope, unconditional love, and perseverance. Learn free poetry techniques designed to provide 
creative outlets for stress. Are you ready? The stage is waiting!

Walter “Wally” B. Jennings Charmaine Jennings
8517 North Hamner Avenue Chosen Life Specialists
Tampa, FL 33604 8517 North Hamner Avenue
(813) 833-4186 Tampa, FL 33604
wallybclark@hotmail.com (813)927-0562

mrs.charmaine.jennings@gmail.com

S
aturday
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Creating Capable Kids: What Parents can do to Create School Success
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 21

Today’s parents face the challenges of many outside factors competing for their child’s attention. 
What can parents do to help their child focus on the factors that lead to maximizing school success? 
Some strategies that make a big di�erence may surprise you!

Sallie Payne  MJ Ziemba
FDLRS Administration Project Florida Inclusion Network/FDLRS PAEC
3842 Reid Street 753 West Boulevard
Palatka, FL 32177 Chipley, FL 32428
(386) 312-2265  (850) 638-6131
paynes@nefec.org mziemba@contact�n.com

Inclusion ROCKS!!! 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 23

Inclusion of children with disabilities leads to inclusion of adults with disabilities in our communities and our 
work places. The best place to learn social, language, and interdependence skills is surrounded by others 
who can naturally act as role models. Attend this training to learn about the bene�ts of inclusion for ALL, 
the laws that support and promote inclusion, and how to foster a cultural change of inclusion in your child’s 
school and home community.

Stacey Hoaglund
Disability Training and Support Specialists
5505 South West 119 Avenue
Cooper City, FL 33330
(954) 252-8764
shhoaglund@aol.com

Understanding Your Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) Medicaid Waiver 
iBudget Algorithm Allocation, Your Alloction Implemention Meeting (AIM), and 
Signi�cant Additional Needs Requests (SAN) 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 24

This session aims to provide advocacy tips and information to individuals who have received or will receive 
their iBudget algorithm allocation using the current algorithm calculator. The presentation will focus on 
topics which include: understanding how you iBudget algorithm allocation is calculated, preparing for your 
AIM meeting, how signi�cant additional needs funding requests are used to calculate your �nal iBudget 
amount, and how to initiate an appeal if I am not in agreement with my iBudget cost plan amount.  
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Rachel Siegel-McLaughlin
Disability Rights Florida
2473 Care Drive, Suite 200
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 488-9071 ext 9743
rachels@disabilityrights�orida.org

Family Experiences with Orofacial Clefts Services and Supports in Florida 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 26

The University of South Florida Birth Defect Surveillance Program (BDSP) examines birth defects prevalence, 
outcomes, and services access and utilization through epidemiological and community-based research in 
partnership with the Florida Birth Defect Registry (FBDR). This presentation of �ndings from our 2016-2017 
orofacial cleft Family Experiences Survey examines prenatal, infant, and child experiences with family-centered 
care in diagnosis, services, and ongoing family supports. Implications for the future of care for families of infants 
born with orofacial clefts will be discussed. The survey will also be available to participants and providers to 
share their input.

Jennifer Marshall Vanessa Sharon
University of South Florida University of South Florida College of Public Health
13201 Bruce B Downs Boulevard MDC 56 13201 Bruce B Downs Boulevard MDC 56
Tampa, FL 33612 Tampa, FL 33612
(813) 396-2672 (813) 396-2672
jmarshal@health.usf.edu vrs@health.usf.edu

The Criminal Justice System and People with Disablilties 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 27

Adults and children with disabilities, some as young as �ve years old, are discriminated against and 
mistreated every day in the criminal justice system—higher arrest rates, higher conviction rates, sti�er 
penalties, and a lack of accommodations in jails—to name a few. This problem is one of truly epidemic 
proportions, but it is rarely covered by the media. This seminar will give a brief overview on the current 
situation facing people with disabilities in the criminal justice system, as well as current and proposed 
solutions to the issue.

Andrew Sagona
9020 Northwest 8th Street, Apt 507
Miami, FL 33172
(407) 319-0615
andrew.sagona@gmail.com

S
aturday
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Parent Options When You and the School Disagree 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 28

When disagreements occur over special education services or when you believe that the school is not meeting 
its legal obligations, there are various options available to help resolve these disputes. Ms. Katine will provide an 
overview of the dispute resolution options available to parents and guardians at the local, district and state levels.

April Katine  Aimee Kowalczyk
Florida Department of Education Florida Department of Education
325 West Gaines Street 325 West Gaines Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-0475  (850) 245-0475
april.katine@�doe.org aimee.kowalczyk@�doe.org

Journey Through Advocacy: Parent and Self-Advocate Perspectives on  
Navigating the Advocacy Path
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Celebration 29

Parents are the voice of advocacy for their children from the start, regarding current needs and future plans. 
In turn, children gain self-advocacy footing with encouragement from both parents and practitioners. 
Empowering youth to successfully traverse the advocacy path takes time and planning, but it is worth e�ort.

After working as a special educator and in the federal government, Linda Starnes became a parent of two with 
varying abilities, advocating for and guiding them through multiple transitions. Joining her is daughter, Emily 
Starnes, a college graduate working in her chosen �eld. Gain current information, strategies, and insights on the 
advocacy journey. 

Linda Starnes  Emily Starnes
PEART  BioPlus
1710 Greystone Court 1710 Greystone Court
Longwood, FL 32779 Longwood, FL 32779
(407) 538-7180  (407) 595-9029
l_h_starnes@aol.com emily.c.starnes@gmail.com
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Yoga for Physical and Mental Health
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 30

Yoga is the “Union” between physical strength and mental focus. Exercises can be tailored to each person’s 
body size, mental and physical health condition. Yoga improves �exibility, strength, balance, sensory 
feedback, and coordination. The mental health aspect includes calming and focusing techniques to help 
prioritize tasks. No matter where you are with your health or body shape, come with a positive spirit and 
comfortable clothes (shoes optional). Get ready for a mindful and refreshing day!

Ginger Hoang Le, PT, CDRS, ATP
Ginger Health
27553 Cashford Circle, Suite 101
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544
(813) 631-9700
pt@ginger�tness.com

Financial Empowerment–Earn, Learn, and Save 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 31

Join National Disability Institute for an overview of new opportunities for individuals with disabilities who 
want to work, improve their ability to manage their �nances, and save money above the current federal asset 
limits. Information on free �nancial education programs, the ABLE Act, and the Earned Income Tax Credit will 
be provided. For individuals who receive Social Security Disability bene�ts, we will address the ways these 
opportunities allow you to work and save and keep some or all of your bene�ts.

Elizabeth Jennings
National Disability Institute
1667 K Street NW, Suite 640
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 296-2044
ejennings@ndi-inc.org

S
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Accessible Florida Parks Including APD’s Billy Joe Rish Park
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 32

Come learn about Florida Parks that have taken steps to be accessible to people with disabilities. Also learn 
about two Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) parks which were built speci�cally for individuals with 
disabilities and their families.

Brian L. Polk, CPM Melanie Mowry Etters
Park Manager  Agency for Persons with Disabilities
De Leon Springs State Park 4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380
(386) 804-4003 Tallahassee, FL 32399
brian.polk@dep.state.�.us melanie.etters@apdcares.org

Getting Creative with CDC+: How to Tailor CDC+ to Best Meet Your Needs 
Saturday, June 17, 4:00-5:00
Bayhill 33

This session is for current CDC+ participants. The CDC+ Program is consumer driven and o�ers greater 
�exibility so that you can have increased independence and more control over services. The Agency for 
Persons with Disabilities will present ways you can use the CDC+ Program to best meet the needs and 
goals listed on your Support Plan by thinking outside the box and getting creative.

Rhonda Sloan 
APD CDC+ 
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 215K 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
(850) 414-5070 
rhonda.sloan@apdcares.org

Mindy Whitehead
APD CDC+
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 215
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 413-6694
mindy.whitehead@apdcares.org

5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. .................................................. Pyramid layers, Foyer

5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. .................................................. Children’s Music and Dance with Patty Shukla, Foyer

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. .................................................. Family Entertainment featuring DJ Scully,
Plaza International Ballroom
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Sunday, June 18, 2017

Discover Your Identity
Crowned Ms. Wheelchair America in 2014, Jennifer Adams holds a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Psychology and a minor in Vocal Performance from Paci�c 
Lutheran University in Washington, a Master of Arts in Counseling from Faith 
Evangelical Seminary and an Associate’s of Applied Technology in Radio 
Broadcasting.  Her motivational speaking company, SHIFT: Motivation Beyond 
Limitations, champions a message of acceptance, diversity, adaptability and 
innovation, and her non-pro�t organization, Making Dreams Come True, 
provides opportunities and resources to people with extra abilities by organizing 
sports adventures through partnerships with various adaptive sports programs.

Jennifer’s passion is to encourage people with extra-abilities to take their gifts and talents 
out into the world and break down barriers of discrimination. “When we (people with extra-abilities) show the world 
our talents and strengths, disabilities dissolve and abilities shine forth.”

Join her as she shares a powerful message that will provide guidance for the 
audience in their journey towards discovering their identity, in the context of 
self-advocacy.   

Duck Race 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., Main Pool

Florida Disabled Outdoors Association (FDOA)
Quack… Quack… May the best rubber ducky win! Even ducks can participate in active 

leisure!! These ducks are �erce competitors. One could win you a big prize, and all help out 
the Florida Disabled Outdoors Association and The Family Café.

Imagine not one duck, not a dozen ducks, but hundreds of them racing down the water 
slide towards a �nish line where you (and hundreds of other humans like you) cheer 
on your adopted duck, hoping it will �nish �rst and win you the Big Prize. Prizes include 

Gatorland passes, a giant �oating duck, and more!

Here’s how you can participate: During The Family Café, purchase your little rubber ducks (just 
like the one in your bathtub) at the Florida Disabled Outdoors Association booth. FDOA will keep the 

ducks all together and you will be provided with your duck number. At 9:30 AM, the ducks will be placed at the top of the 
slide and race down, acrosss the pool to �nish line. If your duck is one of the winners, you will be one of the lucky recipients 
of an amazing prize. There are only 500 ducks, so don’t miss your chance!!

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. ...........................................................Exhibit Hall, Regency Ballroom
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. ...........................................................Zumba, Regency Ballroom Foyer
12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. ........................................................Closing and Door Prizes, Plaza International Ballroom 

Jennifer’s passion is to encourage people with extra-abilities to take their gifts and talents 

Florida Disabled Outdoors Association (FDOA)
Quack… Quack… May the best rubber ducky win! Even ducks can participate in active 

leisure!! These ducks are �erce competitors. One could win you a big prize, and all help out 
the Florida Disabled Outdoors Association and The Family Café.

Imagine not one duck, not a dozen ducks, but hundreds of them racing down the water 
slide towards a �nish line where you (and hundreds of other humans like you) cheer 
on your adopted duck, hoping it will �nish �rst and win you the Big Prize. Prizes include 

Gatorland passes, a giant �oating duck, and more!

Here’s how you can participate:
like the one in your bathtub) at the Florida Disabled Outdoors Association booth. FDOA will keep the 

Quack… Quack… May the best rubber ducky win! Even ducks can participate in active 

Here’s how you can participate:

10:30 A.M. TO 12:30 P.M.    PLAZA INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM

Sponsored by
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BRAZILIAN VOICES
Brazilian Voices, a non-pro�t organization, is a women’s vocal ensemble that performs at cultural 
community and philanthropic events. Brazilian Voices aspires to incorporate the best of Brazilian 
culture throughout the world. It has won the coveted International Brazilian Press Award for the 
past 10 years. Four years ago, they expanded their mission, creating an arts and healing group. 
They sing in hospitals and nursing homes, bringing hope and healing to patients at bed-side. 

Friday, 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., Foyer
Friday, 5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m., Foyer
Saturday, 10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., Foyer

PYRAMID PLAYERS
Long-time Café favorites, The Pyramid Players, are back for another year. Four song and dance ensembles, from 
Tampa, Tallahassee, Fort Walton Beach and Pensacola, will captivate Café participants between sessions on Friday 
and Saturday. You don’t want to miss these tributes to the abilities of people with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities. 

Friday, 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Foyer 
Friday, 1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m., Foyer
Friday, 2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., Foyer
Friday, 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., Foyer

ROYAL DJs
The Royal DJs are a group of di�erently-abled DJs who love to play tunes for others and 
spread a message of happiness, inclusion, acceptance, and positivity. Music is a universal 
language and connects us all!

Friday, 2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., Foyer
Saturday, 10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., Foyer
Saturday, 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Foyer

FRIENDS Choir
FRIENDS Choir is a music program for students with 
signi�cant intellectual disabilities in Martin County.  The 
singers come from 6 schools to Jensen Beach High School 
every week to practice.  There are 10-15 typical students 
that assist at practice times.  The goals for FRIENDS are:
• A place to exhibit the talents and abilities of students

with disabilities
• A social atmosphere to get to know and learn about

other students
• An awareness for others to see and appreciate what

people with disabilities CAN do 

Entertainment 
Highlights

Saturday, 12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m., Foyer 
Saturday, 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., Foyer
Saturday, 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Foyer
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., Foyer

Saturday, 12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m., Foyer
Saturday, 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., Foyer

FRIENDS began in 1989 and has grown consistently through the last 28 years.  
Come hear us sing!
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Entertainment Highlights
Arts & Crafts
Come join VSA Florida teaching artist, Deborah Knispel 
for creative visual art making activities designed to 
accommodate children and adults of all abilities from 1-5 
PM. VSA Florida provides, supports and champions arts 
education and cultural experiences for an by people with 
disabilities in all 67 counties throughout Florida. 
Saturday, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Orlando Ballroom N

Princess Belle

Come and meet Princess Belle 
in the Exhibit Hall!

Saturday, 
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Ms. Wheelchair Florida – 
Katherine Magnoli

Come see Ms. Wheelchair 
Florida 2017 throughout the 
weekend in the Exhibit Hall!

Friday & Saturday 
Regency Ballroom

Children’s Music and Dance 
with Patty Shukla

Come unwind after the breakout sessions 
with fun songs and dancing with YouTube 
sensation Patty Shukla in the Foyer!

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Foyer

Synchrony Arts Production Company

Experience this adapted version of the classic musical Grease!

Saturday, 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Barrel Spring II

Rising STARZ Performance Group
RisingStarz Theater Group was the 1st free performing arts program for adults with 
developmental and Intellectual Disabilities. We are the �rst rock band program 
“Free2Rock” in our area. Lauren Rittenhouse is an accomplished artist, actor, 
songwriter, and musician with over 25 years of experience performing. Join us for 
music and theater Saturday at The Family Café! 

Saturday, 10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.   
Lauren Rittenhouse, Foyer
Saturday, 12:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m.   
ProjectFREE The RockERs, Foyer 
Saturday, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.   
South Paci�c, Florida International 
Ballroom

Everyone Can Zumba—Bring the Whole Family!

ANYONE AND EVERYONE CAN ZUMBA! Our motto is “there are no wrong 
moves, just unexpected solos.” Join us for a morning of fun and exercise!

Saturday and Sunday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Regency Foyer



· · · · ·

Saturday from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
in the  PLAZA INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM
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When we loose someone dear to us we 
experience deep sadness - longing to know they 
are �ne and that we indeed will see them once 
again. Coming together into a healing circle - to 
honor and celebrate one’s loved one is a powerful 
way to remember and recognize that we are 
forever connected in what has been described by 
the Native Americans as the Web of Life. 

In this year’s Celebration of Life Ceremony, 
everyone will have the opportunity to honor the 
gifts, talents, and contributions of their loved one 
- and to include their loved one’s memory on the 
Web Of Life.  The inspirational ceremony includes 
music by the Brazilian Voices with drummer Je� 
Deen and expressive arts. Dr. Paula Petry will share 
her own journey back from grief -  and the science 
that is telling us that indeed life is eternal. She will 
lead the group in movement and song to help 
each person shift the sadness to joy. 

H O N O R I N G       O U R  LOV E D  O N E S  

Cele�ation of LifeCeremonyLife

PROGRAM FACILITATORS 

Paula Petry, Ph.D. is an intuitive energy medicine practitioner.  Her work is motivated by her deep desire for a world where 
all beings feel safe, loved and nourished. Although Paula spent many years in academia and engaged in public policy, 
she feels that the road to nourishment is not these external avenues but rather an inward one, reconnecting with 
one’s divine self. Her daughter’s death and subsequent divorce launched her onto a healing path that has 
given her insight and wisdom that she shares with a healing kindness. 

Joining Paula will be six members of the award-winning female vocalist group, 
Brazilian Voices - who will bring their melodic voices and the soothing sounds of Brazilian’s 
Bossa Nova music. Drummer Je� Deen, will join Brazilian Voices in creating a healing sound 
that will open the heart and heal the soul. Assisting with the expressive arts project will be 
Virginia Drake, an arts facilitator and spiritual healer. 
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The Annual Youth Summit is a place for young people with disabilities between the ages of  
15 and 30 from communities across the state of Florida to come together to learn, share, and network. 
This two-day event is hosted by The Florida Youth Council, a group of youth and emerging leaders with 
disabilities who have a passion for encouraging leadership and advocacy among their peers. The FYC is 
all about youth empowerment and youth involvement, and the entire Annual Youth Summit is planned by 
youth, for youth!

The 10th Annual Youth Summit will bring together over 200 youth and emerging leaders to attend 
engaging youth-only sessions on a wide variety of topics, including transition, workplace preparedness, 
and post-secondary schooling. We also have a great, youth-friendly keynote and fun social activities 
planned for The Summit, including a dance party to cap off the festivities. There will be plenty of 
opportunities for attendees to network, and share their thoughts, experiences, and aspirations.

The 10th Annual Youth Summit will be held at The Florida Hotel and Conference Center on Orlando 
August 11-12, 2017. If you are not requesting financial assistance please contact The Florida Hotel and 
Conference Center directly at 407-859-1500 to make reservations. The room rate is $104 per night. Limited 
financial assistance is available. For more information about the event, or to register, contact The Florida 
Youth Council and The Family Café at 888-309-2233, or visit www.FloridaYouthCouncil.com

AS SUMMER COMES TO AN END, JOIN THE FLORIDA YOUTH 
COUNCIL FOR ONE BIG LAST HURRAH AT THE 10TH ANNUAL 

YOUTH SUMMIT (AYS) ON AUGUST 11-12 IN ORLANDO!

he 19th Annual Family CAFÉ122 The 19th Annual Family CAFÉThe 19th Annual Family CAFÉ

come to the f lorida youth council booth 
in the exhibit hall and register for  

the 10 th annual youth summit

he 19th Annual Family CAFÉhe 19th Annual Family CAFÉThe 19th Annual Family CAFÉThe 19th Annual Family CAFÉhe 19th Annual Family CAFÉhe 19th Annual Family CAFÉhe 19th Annual Family CAFÉhe 19th Annual Family CAFÉThe 19th Annual Family CAFÉhe 19th Annual Family CAFÉhe 19th Annual Family CAFÉhe 19th Annual Family CAFÉhe 19th Annual Family CAFÉhe 19th Annual Family CAFÉThe 19th Annual Family CAFÉ

see you there



The CareerSource Florida 
network’s nearly 100 career 
centers have professional 
Disability Specialists and 
Disabled Veterans Outreach 
Program Specialists available 
to help you find the right 
training or land a great job.

The CareerSource Florida network helps connect 
job seekers with disabilities to rewarding careers.

CareerSource Florida is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services 
are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Disponible en Español.

Connect with employment 
specialists statewide

abilitieswork.employflorida.com
(844) 245-3405

JOB 
HUNTING?  
WE SHOULD TALK.

JOB JOB 
HUNTING? HUNTING? 
WE SHOULD TALK.WE SHOULD TALK.

JOB 
HUNTING?  
WE SHOULD TALK.



A Savings Plan Just for You!
There’s a savings opportunity for individuals with disabilities that 
lets you plan for your future. Start your ABLE United account 
now to begin achieving a better life experience.

Save tax-free for qualified expenses

Save while maintaining government benefits

Save with the help of friends and family

ableunited.com  |  888-524-ABLE (2253)



what is assistive technology (at)?
AT is any item, piece of equipment, software, or product system that is used to increase, maintain, 
or improve the function of individuals with disabilities.

what is faast?
FAAST is a resource to provide Floridians free access to information, referral services, educational 
programs, and publications in accessible format on extensive topics related to disability rights, laws/
policies, and funding opportunities for assistive technology. Our Mission is to improve the quality 
of life for all Floridians with disabilities through advocacy and awareness activities that increase 
access to and acquisition of assistive services and technology. We value each individual’s right to 
achieve their highest potential and possibilities! 

www.faast.org

Hosted by The Family Café and The Florida Alliance  
for Assistive Services and Technology (FAAST)!
Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Regency Ballroom Q 

Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Regency Ballroom Q

Join us in the

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
room

Come meet the FAAST Staff and connect with a representative from your 
area who can help meet your assistive technology needs! 

Get hands on demonstrations of assistive technology that interests you! 

How can Assistive Technology make your life easier? Join us in the Assistive 
Technology Room to find out!



present the

 SportsAbility Sampler
Active Leisure for Life!

Visit the FDOA booth in the EXPO Hall and experience 
activities for people of ALL abilities!

Friday, June 16 at 3:00 pm in Regency P & O and 
Saturday, June 17 at 10:30 am in in Regency P & O 
• Gatorland® Animal Show

Throughout the Conference in in Regency P & O 
• Archery

(Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission)
• Hover Ball Target Shooting

(Removing the Barriers Initiative)
• Adaptive Tennis
• Adaptive Badminton
• Accessible Obstacle Course

Saturday, June 17 at 11:00 am 
Quiet Pool at the Upper Pool Deck / Recreation Level 
• SCUBA Demo provided by Gabrielle Gabrielli

Sunday, June 18 at 9:30 AM Pool Slide
• Rubber Duck Race
Purchase your ducks at the FDOA Booth! Prizes include
Gatorland passes, a giant floating duck and more!

Everyone is invited to participate!
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June 16, 2017 
 
Dear Family Café Attendees: 
 

Welcome to the 19th Annual Family Café and Summit on Disabilities. We are 
committed to providing every family the opportunity to live the American dream. 
That’s why we are committed to making life changing investments that will create more 
opportunities for all Floridians to get a great education and choose the course of 
learning that best meets their needs.  

 
The Fighting for Florida’s Future budget proposes $3.3 million in new funding 

for the Agency for Persons with Disabilities to provide employment services to more 
than 2,500 individuals with developmental disabilities who are ready to work. The 
Fighting for Florida’s future budget also proposes more than $7.4 million to place 
approximately 680 additional Floridians in to the waiver program. This is the fourth 
consecutive year that we are providing funding to enroll all individuals with critical 
needs to help them live, learn and work in their communities.   

 
We want all Floridians to have the opportunity to get a great job, including those 

with unique disabilities. We will continue to do all we can to ensure the Agency for 
Persons with Disabilities has the resources to help them offer their important services. 
Thank you for helping Floridians with disabilities grow and prosper in their own 
communities. I wish you a successful and informative conference.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Rick Scott  
Governor 
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CHANGE AGENT NETWORK



See You Next Year!
ANNUAL
Family Café
JUNE 15 - 17, 2018  •  ORLANDO

th 

HYA�  REGENCY 
ORLANDO
9801 INTERNATIONAL DRIVE
ORLANDO, FLORIDA

� e Family Café is 
on Facebook!

Follow us 
@� eFamilyCafe

820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100 • Tallahassee, FL 32301 • info@familycafe.net

CU     L8RCU     L8R

A T  T H E

June 16 - 18, 2017  •  Hyatt Regency  •  Orlando

FAMILY The 19th Annual

C.A.F.E.

Featuring the 
Governor’s Summit 

on Disabilities
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